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Paris attacks suspect held: Top Par-
is attacks suspect Salah Abdeslam was
captured in Brussels on Friday dur-
ing a raid by armed police, French po-
lice sources said. P12

Kejri on water threat: A day after
Haryana threatened to stop water
supply to Delhi, Chief Minister Ar-
vind Kejriwal said on Friday there should
be no politics over water. He said ev-
eryone should get water. P3

Deepa vs Mamata: Former Union
Minister Deepa Dasmunshi was made
the Congress candidate from Bhowa-
nipore seat in Kolkata to take on
TMC supremo Mamata Banerjee in
the Assembly elections.

Kashmir govt talks fail: Attempts
to revive the BJP-PDP coalition in Jammu
and Kashmir failed on Friday with
the BJP ruling out government-for-
mation on the basis of conditions.PDP
said it had not set any new terms.

N Korea missiles: North Korea
ignored UN resolutions by firing a medi-
um-range ballistic missile into the sea
days after its leader Kim Jong Un ordered
weapons tests linked to its pursuit of a
N-missile capable of reaching US. P12

Jat stir put off: The threat of a
quota stir by Jats in Haryana was avert-
ed with leaders announcing that no
protest will be held till April 3 if the
state govt gets the reservation bill passed
during the ongoing session.

Plastic rules: Under a new set of rules
on plastic waste management notified
by the government on Friday, the
minimum thickness of plastic carry
bags has been increased from 40
microns to 50 microns.
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
New Delhi, 18 March

Two days after the Lok
Sabha rejected the five
amendments to the con-
troversial Aadhaar Bill ~
which were passed by the
Rajya Sabha on that very
day, 16 March, a couple of
hours earlier ~ to adopt
the legislation, a Money
Bill, the episode today
continued to generate
fireworks, with the BJP-
led government and the
principal Opposition Con-
gress continuing to stick
to their guns.

Firing salvos at the
Narendra Modi govern-
ment, the Congress leader
and ex-Union minister
Jairam Ramesh ~ who
had moved the five
amendments to   The Aad-
haar (Targeted Delivery
of Financial and other
Subsidies, Benefits and
Services) Bill, 2016, which

were passed by the Upper
House ~ accused the gov-
ernment of having alleg-
edly launched an "attack
on the Rajya Sabha and
thus India's parliamenta-
ry democracy" by making
this Bill a "Money Bill" in
a bid to "bypass" the Up-
per House.

Mr Ramesh also told a
press conference that the
Modi government has al-
so allegedly been seeking
to "bypass" various parlia-
mentary panels including
the Standing Committees
and Select Committees.

The Union finance
minister and Leader of
the House in the Rajya
Sabha, Arun Jaitley, how-
ever, asserted that the Lok
Sabha "rightly" rejected
the five Aadhaar Bill
amendments passed by
the Rajya Sabha and ex-
plained it in a detailed
statement in a Facebook
post.

If the amendments
suggested by the Upper
House had been accepted
by the Lower House, the
"encroachment to the
Right of Privacy (of citi-
zens) would be much
wider", the FM said. "The
Oversight Committee, on
issues of national securi-
ty, would have consisted of
either an auditor or an
anti-corruption authority,
and the Money Bill would
have gone beyond the

scope of the Money Bill".
Mr Jaitley asserted:

"These lacunae would
have pushed the Aadhaar
law to the realm of uncon-
stitutionality. Obviously,
the Lok Sabha did not
agree with the above sug-
gestions, and in my view,
rightly so".

The Congress, howev-
er, maintained that the
Aadhaar Bill could not be
described as a Money Bill
as it, the party insisted,

was beyond the narrow
definition of such a Bill
as stipulated by Article
110 (1) of the Constitution
of India.

Attacking the govern-
ment for taking the Mon-
ey Bill route to push the
Aadhaar Bill through Par-
liament, Mr Ramesh
charged the governemnt
with

showing "utter con-
tempt" towards the Rajya
Sabha.

"This is a very danger-
ous trend. The govern-
ment has made a strategy
to bypass Rajya Sabha for
its legislative business.
This is against our Con-
stitution and democracy.
This is an assault on the
Rajya Sabha. The Rajya
Sabha and the Lok Sabha
are two wheels of the In-
dian democracy, if one of
the wheels does not run, it
will undermine our de-
mocracy," Mr Ramesh al-

leged.
He refrained from com-

menting on whether the
Congress will move the
Supreme Court to chal-
lenge the Aadhaar legisla-
tion on these grounds, but
maintained that the de-
bate on the issue will con-
tinue. He also pointed out
that a case on the Aad-
haar matter has already
been pending before a Su-
preme Court bench and
"some more" parties
might join it now.

"This Aadhaar Bill had
many other provisions ~
other than merely those
given in Article 110 (1) ~
and most constitutional
experts have given the
view that

it is not a Money Bill.
While the prerogative of
declaring a Bill as a Mon-
ey Bill or not is that of the
Speaker and the Speaker's
decision is final but the 
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Govt showed ‘utter contempt’ of RS: Cong
JAITLEY JUSTIFIES LOK SABHA'S REJECTION OF AADHAAR BILL AMENDMENTS

�CENTRE IS
IGNORING
NON-NDA
STATES�

FUTURE IMPERFECTFUTURE IMPERFECT

Shahid Afridi and Virat Kohli during a practice 
session at Eden Gardens on the eve of the clash of
the arch rivals. � Biswajit Ghoshal.

SNS & PTI
New Delhi, 18 March

In a major relief to vari-
ous states including poll-
bound West Bengal,Tamil
Nadu and Assam, the
Supreme Court today
modified its earlier order
and allowed photographs
of Chief Ministers, Gov-
ernors and ministers to
be carried in public adver-
tisments.

The court, in its verdict
last year, had held that
only President, Prime
Minister and the Chief
Justice of India can fea-
ture in government adver-
tisments,a decision which
was later challenged by
Centre and seven states.

“The exception carved
out in paragraph 23 of
...judgment dated May 13,
2015 permitting publica-
tion of the photographs
of the President, Prime
Minister and Chief Jus-
tice of the country, sub-
ject to the said authorities
themselves deciding the
question, is now extend-
ed to the Governors and
the Chief Ministers of
the States,” a Bench head-
ed by Justice Ranjan
Gogoi said.

The Bench also com-
prising Justice P C Ghose
said, “In lieu of the pho-
tograph of the Prime Min-
ister, the photograph of
the Departmental (Cabi-

net) Minister/Minister
In-charge of the con-
cerned Ministry may be
published, if so desired.”

It said that similarly in
the states, the photograph
of the cabinet minister or
minister in-charge in lieu
of the photograph of the
CM could be published, if
so desired.

The Bench, however,
clarified that all other
directions in the judg-
ment of May, 2015 shall
continue to “remain in
force”. The verdict came
on pleas by Centre and
seven states including
Karnataka, West Bengal,

Assam,Tamil Nadu,Uttar
Pradesh,Odisha and Chat-
tisgarh which had sought
review of the May 13,
2015 verdict of the apex
court, saying it infringed
fundamental rights and
federal structure.

Earlier, Attorney Gen-
eral Mukul Rohatgi,
appearing for the Cen-
tre, had strongly favoured
review of the verdict on
various grounds includ-
ing that if Prime Minis-
ter's photograph is allowed
in the advertisements
then the same right should
be available to his cabinet
colleagues as the PM is the

“first among the equals”.
He had also contended

that if only Prime Min-
ister's photograph is
allowed in government
advertisements then it
can be said that it would
promote “personality
cult” which has been
described as “an anti-the-
sis of democracy” by this
court only.

The AG had also said
that the Chief Ministers
and their cabinet col-
leagues too should be
allowed to feature in adver-
tisements.

The Centre,while seek-
ing review, had earlier
said that Article 19 (free-
dom of speech and expres-
sion) of the Indian Con-
stitution empowers the
state and the citizens to
“give and receive” infor-
mation and it cannot be
curtailed and regulated by
the courts.

Other ministers and
the Chief Ministers are
also answerable to public
and they cannot remain
“faceless”, he had said,
adding that the apex court
verdict has dealt with
print advertisements only
in the time where elec-
tronic and social media
are also there. The Cen-
tre had on October 27 last
year joined hands with
several state governments
in seeking review of the
Supreme Court's order.

�ALL OTHER DIRECTIONS IN MAY 2015 ORDER WILL REMAIN IN FORCE� 

MUSHARRAF
FLIES TO
DUBAI

P12

SNS & PTI
New Delhi, 18 March

A Delhi court today grant-
ed interim bail of six
months to JNU students
Umar Khalid and Anirban
Bhattacharya in a sedition
case on the ground of par-
ity with JNU students
union president Kanhaiya
Kumar. The court
observed that the “role
attributed” to Kanhaiya
Kumar does not appear to
be different from the alle-
gations levelled against
these two accused.

Additional Sessions
Judge Reetesh Singh
granted the relief to the
duo on furnishing of a per-
sonal bond of Rs 25,000
with one surety of the like
amount which was com-
plied with by them. They
were then ordered to be
released till 19 September.

Sangeeta Das Gupta
and Rajat Dutta,two teach-
ers at JNU's Centre for His-
torical Studies, stood
sureties for Anirban and
Umar respectively.

While dealing with the
bail applications,the court
said “although the alle-
gations levelled against
Umar and Anirban are per
se serious in nature but
as claimed by the police
themselves, the video
footage of the incident has
been sent to the forensic
sciences laboratory. Its
analysis and final report
will certainly take time.
“When all the aforesaid
circumstances are
weighed together and
keeping in view that no

previous criminal record
of any nature whatsoev-
er has been alleged and the
fact that nothing has been
brought on record which
could indicate that they
are likely to abscond from
the jurisdiction of the
court, then besides the
ground of parity vis-a-vis
release of Kanhaiya
Kumar on bail, I deem it
appropriate to release
both the accused on inter-
im bail for a period of six
months...,” the judge said.
Their bail pleas were
opposed  on the ground
that allegations were grave
and they were the main
organisers of the 9 Feb-
ruary event when anti-
national slogans were
allegedly raised.

Earlier on Wednesday,
additional sessions judge
heard the arguments in
which both the accused
said they should be given
the relief like Kanhaiya
since they are in judicial
custody and the police do
not need their custody
for the probe.

This was opposed by
the investigators who said
the students' intention
was to create hatred

against the established
government which
attracts the sedition
charge.The police said the
case against Kanhaiya
"is very much different"
from that of Umar and
Anirban as the JNUSU
president was not the
organiser of the event
and there are 10 inde-
pendent witnesses includ-
ing security guards, JNU
staff and the students
who have confirmed that
"anti-Indian slogans were
raised" at the programme.

However, the counsel
for both the accused said,
in this case there was no
violence prior to or after
the incident. Advocate
Trideep Pais, who repre-
sented Anirban,said there
are a number of reports
and even the police is say-
ing that several videos
on the incident which are
in public domain are doc-
tored and "even the report
of JNU on the incident
says that the slogans were
raised by outsiders".

Pais said the event
organised by both the
accused cannot be termed
as unlawful assembly,
even though the permis-
sion to hold that meeting
was cancelled as no vio-
lence took place.

"My clients are already
in the custody since 23 Feb-
ruary after they volun-
tarily surrendered,includ-
ing seven days' police cus-
tody.They were absent for
few days before surren-
dering because there was
serious threat to life," the
counsel said.

Interim bail for Umar
and Anirban in JNU case 

SC ALLOWS PHOTOS OF
CMS, GUVSIN GOVT ADS

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
Mumbai/Delhi, 18 March

The Enforcement Direc-
torate (ED) today issued
fresh summons to liquor
baron Vijay Mallya to
make a personal appear-
ance before its investi-
gating officer here on 2
April in connection with
its money laundering
probe in the over Rs 900
crore IDBI loan fraud
case. The new summons
came after the United
Breweries (UB) group
chairman had yesterday
sought more time from the
agency to present himself
on a later date instead of
the scheduled time for
today.

Meanwhile, in order to
effectively deal with Mr
Vijay Mallya type loan
default cases,government
today directed public sec-
tor banks to immediate-
ly invoke personal guar-
antees of promoter direc-
tors and recover loans
from them in case the

companies fail to repay.
Issuing the directive to

heads of PSBs,the finance
ministry regretted that
they seldom recover loan
from guarantors in case
of loan default by com-
panies.
“It has been observed
that there are lesser
number of cases where
action has been taken
for recovery against
guarantors for attach-
ment of assets owned
by them and sell the
same for recovery of
defaulted loan,” it said
while issuing the direc-
tive in consultation
with the RBI.

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
Dehradun, 18 March

BJP MLA Ganesh Joshi
has been arrested and
senton 14 days' judicial cus-
tody on charges of beating
the mounted police horse
Shaktiman which caused
it injury on a hind leg lead-
ing to its amputation.
Meanwhile, the Nainital
High Court has rejected a
PIL requesting to allow
Joshi to attend the pro-
ceedings of the House dur-
ing the ongoing Budget ses-
sion. Ganesh Joshi, the
BJP MLA from Mussoorie,
was arrested on Friday
morning outside a hotel in
the Patel Nagar area of the
capital.Joshi on his arrest
was taken to the Sahaspur
police station from where
he was produced in the
Vikas Nagar court of the

ACJM Civil Judge Senior
Division Lakshman Singh.
Denying his bail plea judge
Singh sent him to 14 days’
judicial custody .

Agitated by this BJP
workers and leaders came
out on the streets and
demonstrated across the
state.In the capital the BJP
burnt the effigy of the CM

Harish Rawat demanding
immediate release of Joshi
and Pramod Bora, the
ABVP leader who was
arrested from Haldwani
on Thursday night.

Coming as a further set-
back to Joshi a two-mem-
ber Bench of Nainital High
Court rejected the PIL of a
social worker on Friday in

which a request was made
to allow the MLA to attend
the proceedings of the
House during the Budget
session in the greater inter-
est of the people.

BJP president and leader
of the Opposition Ajay
Bhatt met the Governor
Dr K K Paul and request-
ed him to allow the MLA to
attend the proceedings of
the House on Friday,which
is the last day of the Bud-
get session.“The Governor
promised to consider their
request as the Constitu-
tion permits him,”informed
Bhatt who was accompa-
nied by senior leaders of the
party during his visit to the
Governor. He blamed the
government for taking the
decision of arresting in
haste without seeking per-
mission from the Governor
since the House is in session.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, 18 March

In a move that will hit the
common man,the govern-
ment today slashed in-
terest rates on all small
savings schemes, includ-
ing PPF, Kisan Vikas Pa-
tra (KVP) and senior citi-
zen deposits, to make
them more market
aligned.

Interest rate on Public
Provident Fund (PPF)
scheme has been cut to 8.1
per cent for the period
April 1 to June 30, from 8.7
per cent at present.

Similarly, the interest
rate on KVP will be re-
duced to 7.8 per cent from
8.7 per cent while senior

citizen savings scheme
of five years would earn
8.6 per cent interest com-
pared with 9.3 per cent.

The girl-child saving
scheme, Sukanya Sam-
riddhi Account, will see
interest rate of 8.6 per cent
as against 9.2 per cent, ac-
cording to a Finance Min-
istry order.

Terming the decision
on slashing of interest
rates as a “normal exer-
cise of resetting” rates in
March every year, Eco-
nomic Affairs Secretary
Shaktikanta Das said,
“This will enable banks
to consequently reduce
their deposit rates and ex-
tend loan and credit to pub-
lic and borrowers at low-

er rates.”
However, unlike previ-

ous years when interest
rates were set for the full
year, the government will
from now on set interest
rates every quarter based
on previous three-month
yields on Government-
Securities or G-Sec.

While the interest rate
on Post Office savings
has been retained at 4
per cent, the same for
term deposits of one to five
years has been cut.

The popular Five-Year
National Savings Certif-
icates will earn an inter-
est rate of 8.1 per cent from
April 1 as against 8.5 per
cent,at present.A five-year

TURN TO PAGE 7

BJP MLA arrested for brutality on Shaktiman Interest rates cut on PPF,
KVP, other small savings

The exception carved out in para-
graph 23 of...judgment dated May 13,
2015 permitting publication of the
photographs of the President, Prime

Minister and Chief Jus-
tice of the country,

subject to the said
authorities them-
selves deciding the
question, is now

extended to the
Governors and
the Chief Minis-

ters of the
States.

SC BENCH

APEX COURT OBSERVATION

ED asks Mallya to
appear on 2 April

DETAILS ON PAGE 13

JUSTIFICATION
These lacunae would have
pushed the Aadhaar law to
the realm of unconstitution-
ality
It is also not clear as to how
Aadhaar information would
have been used in dealing
with  situations of public
emergency or public safety

ARUN JAITLEY

RAWAT GOVT UNDER THREAT
Dehradun, 18 March: The four-year-old Congress gov-
ernment in Uttarakhand was in a crisis tonight with
nine party MLAs raising a banner of revolt and back-
ing BJP which staked claim to form a government.

A three-member BJP delegation comprising for-
mer chief minister and MP Bhagat Singh Koshiyari,
BJP in-charge of Uttarakhand Shyam Jaju and gen-
eral secretary Kailash Vijayvargiya met Governor K
K Paul tonight and said the Harish Rawat government
was in a minority and sought its dismissal. Accord-
ing to Raj Bhavan sources, the BJP staked claim to
form the government with the support of the rebel
Congress MLAs. PTI
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Jewellers strike con-
tinues:Gold traders
and jewellers continued
their strike for the 17th
day today, in protest
against the proposed one
per cent excise duty
on non-silver jewel-
lery.Most jewellery
shops and establish-
ments in the country
are shut after Finance
Minister Arun Jaitley
in his Budget announced
one per cent excise du-
ty on non-silver jewel-
lery. PTI

NGT slaps Rs 5L:he
National Green Tri-
bunal has slapped a
fine of Rs 5 lakh on a
real estate developer here
after it was found that
the rainwater harvest-
ing system in its prop-
erty was not function-
al.The green panel
made it clear that the
penalty imposed on
the firm was for caus-
ing environmental deg-
radation. PTI

THUMBNAILS

Engaging in politics over water is not good as people from Punjab
and Haryana are also our people.

ARVIND KEJRIWAL
Chief Minister

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, 18 March

Allegations against ex-Delhi
University (DU) lecturer SAR
Gilani, arrested under sedi-
tion charges in connection with
a Press Club event here, are
“grievous” and whatever he
has purportedly said is against
the country, police today told a
court here The public
prosecutor, representing Delhi
police, told Additional Sessions
Judge Deepak Garg that he
was not in a position to argue
the matter today as he has not
received the copy of Gilani's bail
plea yet.

“I am not in a position to ar-
gue today. There are grievous
allegations (against Gilani)
and (whatever he has purport-
edly stated) are against the
country,” the prosecutor told the

judge.
As the hearing commenced,

the prosecutor told the court
that Gilani's bail petition was
not supplied to him but the en-
tire case emanates from the vid-
eo footage of the event organ-
ised at the Press Club here.

To this, the judge told the in-
vestigating officer (IO), “What
are you doing? These are small
things and I need not remind
you about this.”

Advocate Satish Tamta, who
appeared for Gilani, said that
even yesterday arguments on
bail plea were deferred for to-
day.

The judge, however, said, “let
it (bail plea) be taken up tomor-
row morning as the first mat-
ter.”

During the brief hearing, the
prosecutor asked the IO to
bring video footage of the

event and a laptop in the court.
Earlier on February 19, a

magisterial court had dis-
missed the bail plea of Gilani,
who was arrested on February
16, after the police had alleged
that “hatred” was being gen-
erated against the govern-
ment.

Police had told the court that
an event was held on February
10 in which banners were
placed showing Parliament at-
tack case convict Afzal Guru
and Maqbool Bhat as martyrs.

It had also said the hall in
the Press Club was booked by
Gilani, who is presently in ju-
dicial custody, through his as-
sociate Ali Javed by using his
credit card and another man
Mudassar was also involved.

At the Press Club event, a
group had allegedly shouted slo-
gans hailing Afzal Guru, fol-

lowing which the police had
lodged a case under sections
124A (sedition), 120B(crimi-
nal conspiracy) and 149 (unlaw-
ful assembly) of the IPC against
Gilani and other unnamed
persons.

The police had claimed to
have registered the FIR taking
suo motu cognisance of media
clips of the incident.

Following registration of
the FIR, the police questioned
DU professor Ali Javed, a Press
Club member who had booked
the hall for the event, for two
days.

Gilani was arrested in con-
nection with the 2001 Parlia-
ment attack case but was ac-
quitted for “need of evidence”
by Delhi High Court in Octo-
ber 2003, a decision upheld by
the Supreme Court in August
2005.

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
GURGAON, 18 March

The Gurgaon district admin-
istration has directed the pri-
vate schools to follow the ‘Surak-
shit School Vahan policy’of the
Haryana government and
ensure that the guidelines of the
Apex Court issued for safer
transportation of school going
children be followed.
Deputy Commissioner T L
Satyaprakash today called a
meeting of representatives of
managements of private schools
at the hall of mini secretariat.
He directed them to fulfill the
mandatory requirements men-
tioned in the policy by 1 April
or face action. Secretary of
Regional Transport Authority

(RTA) Sushil Sarwan and
his team would conduct
checking of school buses to
ensure that they were com-
plying with the policy.
Sarwan read out the manda-
tory requirements and said
that the white coloured
buses would not be allowed
to use as school buses
because it is against the pol-
icy. He said that some
schools in the city were
using the white coloured
buses. They are advised
not to use them after 31
March and these buses need to
be put off roads.He also advised
the private schools to ensure
before signing agreement or con-
tract with any transporter that
his buses fulfilled the conditions

laid down in the policy.
According to Sarwan,the school
buses should be painted in ‘yel-
low’ colour with strip of dark
blue paint on the body.The buses
should be fitted with speed

governor and the words “School
Bus” must be written on back
and front of the vehicles. If it
is hired, then “On School Duty”
should be clearly indicated.
Sarwan also said that the buses
should be road-worthy and
should have certificate of fit-
ness and insurance and do not
emanate smoke beyond the
permissible limits. Every vehi-
cle carrying school children
should have a proper permit or
permission. He said that the
driver of the vehicle should have
at least five years of experience
and should not have been chal-
laned more than three times.
The drivers should wear prop-
er uniform and name plate,
besides having medical fitness
from a civil surgeon.

He said that the school bus
should have a conductor and
a lady attendant. First the
attendant will step down from
the bus, then the students will
alight of the vehicle. The insti-
tutions having parking area
inside the boundary walls
should ensure that the children
are dropped inside the bound-
ary wall. If any vehicle seen
dropping the students outside
the boundary, the vehicle will
be impounded, he stressed. At
the same time, he said that the
vehicle should not carry chil-
dren in excess not more than
1.5 times of its registered seat-
ing capacity.The vehicles should
not be fitted with any type of
tinted glasses and curtains,
Sarwan added.

SHEKHAR SINGH
Gurgaon, 18 March

Despite the swanky malls defining
most of the skyline in Gurgaon, Sa-
dar Bazaar, the city's oldest and busi-
est market, remains a popular desti-
nation for residents. Located next to
the main bus stand in the old city, the
market is popular because products
are cheaper and there is more vari-
ety. The vegetable market next to Sa-
dar Bazaar offers fresh produce.

The market, which stretches more
than 5 km, with a variety of shops and
establishments, some of which are
more than 60 years old and running
from the same building without ren-
ovation, has its own share of prob-
lems.

ENCROACHMENT
Encroachments on the lanes are

choking the market. "Most shopkeep-
ers extend their shops into the foot-
path.As a result,roads have narrowed
and there is little space for movement
of customers visiting the market," said
Richa Vasisht, state president wom-
en wing,Haryana Vyapar Mandal."The
temporary stalls in front of the per-
manent shops in the market have to
pay rents to the respective shops.These
shopkeepers earn more than Rs 30,000
every month while allowing two to
three stalls to open there. Authorities
will have to tackle this problem."

Many shopowners display their
wares on the streets. "When MCG of-
ficials come to evict the encroachers,
it's like playing a game. They come
blowing sirens. As soon as the en-
croachers hear the sound,they remove
their stalls and vanish from the mar-
ket. If the authorities are really se-
rious, they should have constant vig-
il in the area," said Sanjay Mittal, gen-
eral secretary, Haryana Vyapar Man-
dal.

"The traders are to be blamed for
encouraging encroachers on the
road," said Amit Kumar, a shopkeep-
er. "For a small profit, they are ham-
pering free movement of people,"
said Pawan Samora, a customer. "If
they want, they can convert this in-
to the most-sought after market in Gur-

gaon."
TL Satyaprakash, MCG Commis-

sioner, said: "This is a serious issue.
I want to see a nice market without
any clutter so that customers do
their shopping without any hassle.We
are definitely going to tackle the
problem."

"Many a time,we have tried to evict
the encroachers. But the moment
we leave,they again encroach the space.
The problem has to be addressed
with cooperation from the traders,"
Commisioner added.

PARKING
There are two parking lots in the

market, both of which remain emp-
ty as they are poorly maintained. In-
stead,visitors park their vehicles wher-
ever they find space, leading to cha-
os and congestion.

"The parking lot located at Com-
mon Sarai has sufficient space, but
it remains empty as it is far from the
market. The parking lots near Soh-
na Chowk also have sufficient space,
but these locations too are far from
the market," said Richa Vasisht.

SANITATION
For a popular market, Sadar Ba-

zaar raises a stink with hardly any
garbage disposal.

"We hardly see any disposal of gar-
bage from the market by MCG gar-
bage disposal squad. The market has
no dustbins to dispose of garbage.Gar-
bage piles up near the vegetable mar-
ket every day and stray animals make
a mess of the area. The entire area
near Jama Masjid remains littered
with garbage. Big garbage bins are
located far from the main market," said
Richa Vasisht.

"If the garbage is regularly lifted
from the area, we will not have the
problem of stray animals in the mar-
ket. The drains will also have to be
cleaned regularly by the municipal
corporation. MCG officials should
come forward to redress the problems.
After each rain, water starts flowing
over the road coming from the sew-
er lines. Despite our writing to the
MCG, there has been no concrete sol-
ution," Vasisht.added.

�GILANI'S REMARKS
AGAINST THE COUNTRY�

Problems beset Gurgaon's 
Sadar Bazaar

Pvt school buses in Gurgaon told to follow guidelines
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We apply the Polluter Pays Principle and direct M/s ABW Infra-
structure Ltd to pay an environmental compensation of Rs 5
lakh......

NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL
SLAPPING FINE ON BUILDER OVER RAINWATER HARVESTING 03

CHANCHAL SINGH
chanchaljurno@gmail.com

New Delhi, 18 March

The voters in Delhi may have a
chance to elect their representa-
tives through online polling in the
minicipal polls next year.

The Delhi state election com-
mission has submitted a proposal
to the Delhi government, seeking
approval to start conducting trials
for online voting services to en-
courage and bring in more young
voters.

"We have submitted a proposal
regarding this to the Delhi govern-
ment. We are waiting for their nod
to go ahead with this," said Rakesh
Mehta, State Election Commis-
sioner.

"Once this is implemented, vot-
ers would be able to cast their
votes through their smartphones
and laptops right from the comfort
of their homes and would not have
to necessarily go to the polling sta-
tion."

According to Election Commis-
sion officials, this move has been
taken to bring in a greater number
of young voters into the voting sys-
tem and also provide them with
the ease of using technology.

"Youths in the urban areas don't
like to go to polling stations and
stand in queue, thus they skip vot-
ing. In order to give them the taste
of technology and the comfort of
voting from their drawing rooms,
we are planning to introduce on-
line voting," an official of the state
election commission said.

With the Aadhaar Bill being
passed in the Lok Sabha and on its
way to being legalised, the online
voting system would be linked to
one's Aadhaar card.

"Voters wanting to go for online
polling would have to register
themselves online, which will link
them with their Aadhaar card.
This will be done to check ficti-
tious or double voting. Once the
voter registers online, they will be
given a One Time Password (OTP)
and a unique user ID, that would
be deactivated as soon as the voter
casts his/her vote," Mr Mehta add-
ed.

The election commission is al-
so developing a software that
would track and monitor all online
voting in real time to check frau-
dulence or malpractices.

However, physical polling
booths will also be there, as people
who do not prefer voting online
can have the option of casting
their votes through electronic vot-
ing machines.

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
New Delhi, 18 March

A day after Haryana threatened to stop
water supply to Delhi, Chief Minis-
ter Arvind Kejriwal today said there
should be no politics over water. Har-
yana's threat was a reaction to Kejriw-
al taking the side of Punjab in the SYL
canal dispute between Punjab and Har-
yana.

"Engaging in politics over water
is not good as people from Punjab and
Haryana are also our people. Every-
one should get water," said Kejriwal.

Asked what will happen if Harya-
na refused to give water to Delhi, Kej-
riwal said the state cannot take such
a decision. Haryana supplies around
50 per cent of Delhi's water require-
ment and any cut in supplies may re-
sult in severe water crisis in the city.

In a letter to Kejriwal yesterday,
Haryana's Irrigation Minister O P
Dhankar had said his state will not be
able to continue supply of water to Del-
hi as he (Kejriwal) stood against the
interests of the farmers and people of
Haryana.

There had been acute water short-
age in Delhi since last month follow-

ing the Jat agitation. The situation had
worsened when the agitators had tak-
en control of the Munak canal. The
protesters were removed by security
forces but supply of water was hit as
the agitators had damaged the canal.

Reacting to Dhankar's statement,
Delhi Water Minister Kapil Mishra to-
day said Yamuna does not belong to
Haryana but the entire country and
giving water to the city was not a “fa-
vour” by some minister.

Dhankar attacked Kejriwal for
opposing SYL canal construction in
Punjab,saying Haryana will not be able
to deliver water to Delhi and asked him
to get “your own canal constructed”
for carrying Delhi's share of water.Mis-
hra said Dhankar does not have “un-
derstanding of laws”.

"Haryana minister perhaps has not
read the Constitution.Secondly,he does
not have understanding of laws and
third, he is not aware about the dig-
nity of his post. Delhi is not getting
water because some minister is doing
a favour to us. Delhi is getting water
because the Supreme Court has ordered
it. Yamuna doesn't belong to Harya-
na but to the entire country," said Mis-
hra.

New Delhi, 18 March: To make
better use of Ring Rail in the
capital, chief minister, Mr
Arvind Kejriwal, today met
Railway Minister Suresh
Prabhu and discussed re-
garding the same.

While addressing report-
ers after meeting Mr Prab-
hu, Kejriwal said that they
discussed the possibilities on
how to make use of Ring Rail
network.

He further said that more
options are being explored
in this regard.

"Generally getting per-
mission for railway over-
bridge and underbridge  con-
sumes lot of time and thus
it was also discussed.Besides,

issue of rehabilitations of
jhuggi dwellers currently
living on Railway land was
also discussed," said Mr Kej-
riwal.

Accompanied by trans-
port minister, Mr Gopal Rai,
and PWD minister Mr Sa-
tyendar Jain, the CM said
that the Ring rail is one of
the most underutilized infra-
structure.

The nearly 35 km-long
circular rail network in the
national capital was intro-
duced in 1975 and has 21 sta-
tions.

Around 3,700 passengers
take the line daily, including
many office goers living in
the neighbouring states. SNS

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
New Delhi, 18 March

Delhi Commission for Women (DCW) chief
Ms Swati Maliwal today met the newly
appointed Commissioner of Police Alok
Verma and discussed key areas of cooper-
ation between police and the DCW on
crimes against women.

According to Maliwal, the Police Com-
missioner assured her full cooperation in
providing data regarding crimes against
women.

Among the various initiatives taken, the
new 181 helpline of the DCW will be close-
ly integrated with the 100 line of the police.
The Police Commissioner informed that
women who require counselling support will
be transferred to 181. Moreover, Maliwal
informed the Police Commissioner about
DCW’s project of setting up Mahila Pan-
chayats and suggested the creation of direct
linkages between the programme and the
local police stations and beat officer. This
was welcomed by the Commissioner.

Maliwal informed Verma that of the
crimes against women registered in 2014
till date,only in 50 per cent cases chargesheets
have been issued. She suggested that the
chargesheets be digitized and monitored
closely. To this, the Police Commissioner
directed the Crimes Against Women (CAW)
cell of Delhi Police to formulate a plan for
digitization.

Maliwal also said that the Commis-
sioner agreed to participation of DCW

representatives in monthly review meetings
held in the Police HQ on crimes against
women.

Furthermore, the DCW chief raised the
need to strengthen the Delhi Police’s anti-
human trafficking response units and cre-
ate a strong information system, especial-
ly in endemic areas like GB Road.

Maliwal again said, "The Police Com-
missioner has assured close cooperation with
the DCW on crimes against women and the
DCW looks forward to the same."

Police chief assures help to
DCW in crimes against womenAVOID POLITICS OVER

WATER: KEJRIWAL
New Delhi, 18 March: Attacking CBI and
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Delhi
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal today
alleged that the investigating agency is
questioning officials of the city ad-
ministration in a case against Princi-
pal Secretary Rajendra Kumar under
Modi's orders.

“PM should concentrate on gover-
nance, which is suffering badly under
NDA, rather than snooping on oppo-
nents,” tweeted Kejriwal.

In another series of tweets, Kejriw-
al mentioned, "Can the Prime Minister
explain this? CBI reports directly to him.
What does PM want? PM wants info about
me? Let PM set up a team. I will come
and answer all their questions. I have
nothing to hide". In another tweet Kej-
riwal attacked the CBI . "CBI is instruct-
ing Delhi government officers over
phone which company should be giv-
en contracts and which ones should not
be," mentioned Kejriwal in another
tweet. SNS

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
New Delhi, 18 March

A five-year-old boy was kil-
led after a dumper of the Mu-
nicipal Corporation of Del-
hi (MCD) hit him near his
house in Mother Dairy area
of East Delhi's Patparganj
on Friday evening.

The child, Shivam, was
playing near his house in a
slum cluster in the area
when the MCD dumper col-
lided with him, police said.
The incident took place
around 1:30 pm while Shivam
was playing near his house.
According to senior police
officials, they got to know
about the accident only at

around 4:30 pm.
Police said that one of the

locals made a PCR call in-
forming them about the ac-
cident and told them that the
dumper driver picked up
the child with the JCB ma-
chine and dumped him in the
garbage bin near the slum
cluster. The locals said that
after hitting the child, the
driver fled with the vehicle.

Shivam's parents rushed
him to Lok Nayak Jai Pra-
kash hospital where he suc-
cumbed to injuries.

"We have registered a
case against the errant driv-
er at the Patparganj police
station. We are trying to
trace the driver. Probe is

on," said B S Gurjar, Depu-
ty Commissioner of Police
(East).

Shivam's family alleged
that they ran from one hos-
pital to another hospital to
get him admitted. The delay
in getting him admitted led
to his demise.

Youngest in the family,
Shivam is survived by two
sisters. His parents are la-
bourers.

According to police, they
have initiated search in the
Mother Dairy area to trace
the errant driver. They are
also scanning the CCTV
footage of the area to ascer-
tain the exact sequence of
events.

New Delhi, 18 March: The me-
dieval-era magnificence of
Siri, one among the seven cit-
ies of Delhi of yore, and the
heritage of Hauz Khas and
Shahpurjat villages have been
brought alive at the Green
Park Metro station through
a collection of photographs,
crafts and mini installations.

The Delhi Metro Rail Cor-
poration (DMRC) in associa-
tion with Indian National
Trust for Art and Cultural Her-
itage (INTACH) unveiled an
exhibition at the south Delhi
station today with an objec-
tive to promote heritage by tak-
ing history close to the mass-
es.

It showcases photographs
chronicling the splendour of
the monuments that came
up during the heydays of Siri
along with the photographs
of the royal tank of Hauz
Khas, the maddrasa founded
by sultan Firoz Shah Tugh-
luk in 14th century, several
mosques and tombs. PTI

EC proposes online voting
during civic polls

STOP SNOOPING ON 
OPPONENTS: CM TO PM

Dumper mows down boy

DCW chief coming out of PHQ after meeting top cop Alok
Verma in the Capital on Friday. �SNS

Delhi Metro Rail Corporation in association with Indian National Trust for Art & Cultural Heritage inaugurates an
exhibition at the Green Park Metro station in the Capital on Friday. �SNS

CM DISCUSSES RING RAIL WITH PRABHU

TRAVEL TO DELHI
OF YORE AT GREEN
PARK METRO STN

Lawyer sets himself
on fire: A 40-year-old
lawyer allegedly set
himself on fire on Thurs-
day in Rohini. The law-
yer, Ravinder Dabas,
was upset over non-al-
lotment of a chamber
to him for long. The
lawyer was demand-
ing chamber allotment
for a long time and on
Thursday morning af-
ter coming to court he
started demanding for
his space, said a police
official. He went to the
Bar association's office
and protested there as
well but when no one
paid heed to his de-
mand,said the police.SNS

One held for assault:
Delhi Police has arres-
ted Faizan,a resident of
Batla House,Jamia Na-
gar for assaulting Has-
ib and threatening him
to vacate his plot. The
incident happened on 13
December 2013 when
Faizan along with his as-
sociates came to Hasib's
house and assaulted
him. They had asked
him to vacate his plot and
also indiscriminately
fired in the air to threat-
en him,said the cops.SNS

THUMBNAILS
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Theatrical performance of
"JNU Ka Sach" organized
by the 'Sangwari Theatre
Group' and supported by the
All India Students Association
(AISA) was today disrupted
by a group at Arts Faculty of
the Delhi University.

According to some eye-
witnesses,a group of 20-30 men
armed with hockey sticks
and cricket bats interrupted
the programme and forced the
performers to immediately
stop it and leave.

"Artists are very sensitive
people, they have their own
style of expressing dissent.
They will never resort to vi-
olence to confront violence.
It's really unfortunate that few
students cannot tolerate such
peaceful people," said a DU stu-
dent requesting anonymity.

"About 20-30 students
forcefully stopped our pro-
gramme and are not ready to
listen to us," said Madhurima,
AISA member. They shou-
ted 'nationalist slogans' and
misbehaved with the organ-
izers and participants.

A talk and discussion over
"The Life and writings of
Bhagat Singh" by Professor
Chaman Lal was also force-
fully stopped.

The miscreants shouted slo-
gans like "Lal Gulami Chor
ke, Bolo Vande Matram" and
"Desh Ke dushmano Bhago
bhago".

"They were not ready to lis-
ten to us.They were predeter-
mined to stop it and were en-
forcing it," said Prof. Cha-
man Lal.

Though right-wing stu-
dents denied their involvement
in the incident, the left stu-
dents blamed ABVP for the
incident.

'JNU Ka Sach' play 
disrupted at DUANAND MOHAN J

mohananand1965@gmail.com

New Delhi, 18 March

It's been five days since the
contentious World Culture
Festival took place on the Ya-
muna floodplains. In the af-
termath of the event a bevy
of workers were seen dis-
mantling the mammoth coli-
seum built for the event,
the Army was found dis-
mantling the pontoon
bridges and a motley crew
of Art of Living volunteers
flanked by rag pickers and
contractors were seen clear-
ing garbage from the venue.

"They have wreaked hav-
oc on our fields, people have
urinated in the fields despite
toilets being built for them
and my spinach fields have
been destroyed because of
the rubbish," said Rajpal, a
farmer.

However, many of the
farmers see an improve-
ment in the cleaning of the
floodplain and said a lot of

work went behind it. One
such farmer Sarvan said, "I
saw them working day and
night to clear the garbage,
lakhs of people came for
the event, it is unrealistic to
clear it in one day". Howev-
er, Sarvan denied  that AoL
volunteers came out in huge
numbers to help them out.
"A lot of the fields which
were a bit far from the main
venue were also strewn with
garbage but that was cleaned
by the farmers themselves.
There were 30-40 volunteers
who helped in the cleaning,
the rest were rag pickers and
private contractors," he said.

The AoL volunteers who
were found at the site dif-
fered. "We had help from at
least a thousand volunteers
including foreigners who
helped in the cleaning of the
venue and we will complete
the process once the main
stage is dismantled," said An-
kur, a volunteer. He added,
"Two hundred trucks of bot-
tles and cups were removed

in one day, we have cleaned
the entire floodplain and
achieved this in a matter of
three days, this is unprece-
dented."

Now that the event is
over, the farmers troubles
have not ended as on Thurs-
day a few JJ clusters were
due for demolition. "The
DDA was going to demolish
some houses but they stop-
ped after some intervention
by authorities," said B L
Chaudhary, a farmer. The
farmers have also com-
plained about the water sup-

ply which had been disrup-
ted for the past few weeks and
aggravated their woes. "They
have stopped water supply
in some areas, they wanted

to make a road and said the
water would disrupt the
construction, we are yet to
receive our share of the wa-
ter," said Amarchand, a res-
ident of the Yamuna flood-
plains.

The Army men who were
found dismantling and trans-
porting the pontoon bridge
felt they had done a great
service for their culture but

argued that a better location
could have been chosen.
"The location was prob-
lematic; what if there would
have been a flood? People
would have died in huge
numbers. I fell sick for two
days because of the mosqui-
toes. I hope they don't choose
this venue next year," said
one Army personnel, who
was transporting dismantled
parts of the bridge.

If the farmers complained
about the never ending strug-
gle of being a squatter com-
munity and the Army men
felt the event should have
been held elsewhere, the la-
bourers are proud of the
giant coliseum which they
had helped build and was
now being dismantled.

There were an estimated
3000 workers who are in-
volved in dismantling the
stage. "The toughest part is
dismantling the pipes which
support the massive plat-
forms," said Azharudin, a
carpenter. "We have to climb

several metres above the
ground and if anyone slips
from that height he will not
survive." The various parts
of the massive stage were
built in Chattarpur, the main
stage is divided into four lev-
els starting from the ground
level and three stages includ-
ing a 1 metre elevated semi
stage, a 1.5 metre main sub
stage and another 1.5 metres
and the final stage towering
at 1.5 metres. "This will take
at least two weeks to disman-
tle, we are proud of what we
built, now it's time to disman-
tle it," said Imtiaz, a labour-
er.

However, the farmers
thought the gigantic struc-
ture was an eyesore and are
waiting for the floodplain to
return to normalcy. "I just
want them to be done with
it. It is good to celebrate cul-
ture,but not at the cost of our
peace,I just hope that the land
is not damaged beyond re-
pair," said Vijay Kumar, a
farmer.

Motley crew clearing Yamuna floodplains after AoL fest

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING
ATTENDANCE OF

DEFENDANT
(Order 5, Rule 20 of the

Code of Civil Procedure)
In the Court of

Ms. Vineeta Goyal
Addl. District Judge-01

(NDD)
Room No. 31, Main Building,

Patiala House Courts,
New Delhi.

Arb. No. 201/2015.
NDOH : 4-4-2016.

HDFC Bank Ltd. 
— Applicant 

Versus 
Trident Controls Pvt. Ltd. 

— Respondent 
To, 

Trident Controls Pvt. Ltd.,
E-5, 15th Floor, Jhandewalan
Extension, Rani Jhansi Road,
New Delhi-110055. 

The Defendant abovenamed. 
Whereas applicant has filed

the abovenoted petition
against you. You are hereby
noticed to appear in this Court
in person or by a pleader on
the 4th day of April, 2016 at 10-
00 a.m. to answer the same,
failing which the petition will
be disposed of ex-parte. 

Given under my hand and
the Seal of the Court, on this
the 22nd day of February,
2016. 

Addl. District & Sessions
Judge 

Patiala House Courts, 
New Delhi. 

Seal of the Court 
CL 060747 

IN THE COURT OF
SH. MANISH YADUVANSHI

Addl. District Judge-06
(Central),

Court No. 21, Ground Floor,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-54.
Probate Case No. 13/2016.

N.D.O.H. : 4-7-2016.
Amrit Pal Singh 

— Petitioner 
Versus 

State & Ors. 
— Respondents 

CITATION UNDER SECTION
273 OF THE INDIAN

SUCCESSION ACT, 1925
Whereas an application

under Section 276 of the Indi-
an Succession Act 1925 for
Grant of Probate/Letters of
Administration in respect of
the Estate of Late Smt. Sarab-
jeet Kaur @ Surrender Kaur,
w/o Late Sh. Sardar Naren-
dera Singh, r/o 270, EWS Azad
Kutia, Bara-2, Kanpur Nagar,
U.P.-208027, died on 27-7-2006
at Kanpur, has been made
by Sh. Narender Singh, r/o H.
No. 270, EWS, Azad Kutia,
Bara-2, Kanpur, Uttar Pradesh. 

Whereas the 4-7-2016 has
been fixed for hearing of the
case, notice is hereby given
that any person having any
interest in the Probate/Let-
ters of Administration of the
Estate of the said deceased
may if he/she desires to
appear in this Court on the 4-
7-2016 and see the proceed-
ings before the Grant of Let-
ters of Administration. 

Given under my hand and
the Seal of this Court on this
the 4th day of March, 2016. 

Addl. District Judge-06 
(Central), Delhi. 

Seal of the Court 
CL 060740 

BEFORE DEBTS RECOVERY
TRIBUNAL-I, DELHI.

4th Floor, Jeevan Tara
Building, Parliament Street,

New Delhi-110001.
O.A. No. 195/2014.

Punjab National Bank 
— Applicant 

Versus 
M/s. I Data Home 

— Defendant 
To, 

1. M/s. I Data Home, 700,
Arihant Residency, Ahinsa
Khand, Part-II, Indirapuram,
Ghaziabad-10. 

2. Ms. Nivedita Biswas, Pro-
prietor, M/s. I Data Home,
700, Arihant Residency, Ahin-
sa Khand, Part-II, Indirapu-
ram, Ghaziabad-10. 

Whereas the abovenamed
applicant has instituted a
case for recovery of Rs.
10,29,124/- (Rupees Ten Lacs
Twenty Nine Thousand One
Hundred Twenty Four only)
against you and whereas it
has been shown to the satis-
faction of the Tribunal that
it is not possible to serve you
in ordinary way. Therefore,
this notice is given by adver-
tisement directing you to
make appearance before
Hon'ble Tribunal on 19-5-2016
at 10-30 a.m. 

Take notice that in case of
your failure to appear on the
abovementioned day before
this Tribunal, the case will
be heard and decided in your
absence. 

Given under my hand and
the Seal of the Tribunal on
this the 17th day of Febru-
ary, 2016. 

By Order of this Tribunal 
Malathi Narayanan 

Registrar 
Seal of the Tribunal 

CL 060738 

BEFORE DEBTS RECOVERY
TRIBUNAL-II, DELHI.

4th Floor, Jeevan Tara
Building, Parliament Street,

New Delhi-110001.
O.A. No. 450/2015.
Date : 26-2-2016.

RBL Bank Ltd. 
— Applicant 

Versus 
Surge Media Pvt. Ltd. & Anr. 

— Respondents 
To, 

Defendants : 
1. Surge Media Pvt. Ltd.,

through its Director Mr. Viresh
Sharma, WZ-3208, 1st Floor,
Mahindra Park, Rani Bagh,
Delhi-110034. 

Also at : C-73-B, South Ex.
Part-II, Delhi-110051. 

Also at : Pocket E-20, Flat
No. 213, Sector-3, Rohini,
Delhi-110085. 

2. Viresh Sharma, D-1/19,
Sector-15, Rohini, Delhi-110085. 

Also at : C-73, South Ex,
Part-II, Delhi-110051. 

Whereas the abovenamed
applicant(s) has/have insti-
tuted a case for recovery of Rs.
32,73,127/- (Rupees Thirty
Two Lakh Seventy Three Thou-
sand One Hundred and Twen-
ty Seven only) against you
and whereas it has been
shown to the satisfaction of
the Tribunal that it is not pos-
sible to serve you in ordinary
way, therefore, this notice is
given by advertisement direct-
ing you to make appearance
in the Tribunal on 11-4-2016 at
11-00 a.m. 

Take notice that in default of
your appearance on the day
beforementioned, the case
will be heard and determined
in your absence. 

Given under my hand and
the Seal of the Tribunal. 

Assistant Registrar 
DRT-II, Delhi. 

Seal of the Tribunal 
CL 060742 

BEFORE DEBTS RECOVERY
TRIBUNAL-II, DELHI.

4th Floor, Jeevan Tara
Building, Parliament Street,

New Delhi-110001.
O.A. No. 451/2015.
Date : 26-2-2016.

RBL Bank Ltd. 
— Applicant 

Versus 
M/s. Live Wire & Ors. 

— Respondents 
To, 

Defendants : 
1. M/s. Live Wire through

its Partners, Plot No. 31, DLF
Industrial Area, Phase-II, Farid-
abad, Haryana-121003. 

2. Mrs. Anubha Garg, Plot
No. 31, DLF Industrial Area,
Phase-II, Faridabad, Hary-
ana-121003. 

Also at : House No. 1002,
Sector-16, Near Old SD Office
Road, Faridabad-121001. 

3. Mr. Ravinder Kumar Garg,
Plot No. 31, DLF Industrial
Area, Phase-II, Faridabad,
Haryana-121003. 

Also at : House No. 1002,
Sector-16, Near Old SD Office
Road, Faridabad-121001. 

Whereas the abovenamed
applicant(s) has/have insti-
tuted a case for recovery of Rs.
22,12,680/- (Rupees Twenty
Two Lakh Twelve Thousand
Six Hundred and Eighty only)
against you and whereas it
has been shown to the satis-
faction of the Tribunal that
it is not possible to serve you
in ordinary way, therefore,
this notice is given by adver-
tisement directing you to
make appearance in the Tri-
bunal on 11-4-2016 at 11-00
a.m. 

Take notice that in default of
your appearance on the day
beforementioned, the case
will be heard and determined
in your absence. 

Given under my hand and
the Seal of the Tribunal. 

Assistant Registrar 
DRT-II, Delhi. 

Seal of the Tribunal 
CL 060744 

BEFORE DEBTS RECOVERY
TRIBUNAL-II, DELHI.

4th Floor, Jeevan Tara
Building, Parliament Street,

New Delhi-110001.
T.A. No. 31/2015.
Date : 17-2-2016.

Syndicate Bank 
— Applicant 

Versus 
M/s. Oritex Impex Pvt. Ltd.

& Ors. 
— Respondents 

To, 
Defendants : 
1. M/s. Oritex Impex Pvt.

Ltd., B-21, Pushpanjali Enclave,
New Delhi-110092. 

Factory Address : B-101,
Sector-63, Noida, U.P.

2. Sh. Anand K. Vatash,
Director, B-21, Pushpanjali
Enclave, New Delhi-110092. 

Also at : 27, Gujrat Vihar,
New Delhi-110092. 

3. Sh. Dharmendra Kumar
Pandey, B-21, Pushpanjali
Enclave, New Delhi-110092. 

Also at : 2nd Floor, 27, Gujrat
Vihar, New Delhi-110092. 

Whereas the abovenamed
applicant(s) has/have insti-
tuted a case for recovery of Rs.
5,33,61,099/- (Rupees Five
Crore Thirty Three Lacs Sixty
One thousand and Ninty Nine
only) against you and where-
as it has been shown to the
satisfaction of the Tribunal
that it is not possible to serve
you in ordinary way, there-
fore, this notice is given by
advertisement directing you
to make appearance in the
Tribunal on 8-4-2016 at 11-00
a.m. 

Take notice that in default of
your appearance on the day
beforementioned, the case
will be heard and determined
in your absence. 

Given under my hand and
the Seal of the Tribunal. 

Assistant Registrar 
DRT-II, Delhi. 

Seal of the Tribunal 
CL 060749 

IN THE COURT OF
SH. ASHOK KUMAR-III

Civil Judge (Jr. Divn.)-cum-
JMIC, Gurgaon.

Case No. 53/1-3-2016.
Next Date of Hearing :

6-4-2016.
PUBLICATION

1. Mrs. Dhruti Chaudhri, age
80 years, w/o Late Sh. Man
Mohan Chaudhri, r/o 14, Cas-
sia Marg, DLF Qutub Enclave
Phase-II, Gurgaon, Haryana. 

— Plaintiff 
Versus 

1. General Public. 
— Defendant 

SUIT FOR DECLARATION
Whereas in the abovenoted

Suit it has been proved to the
satisfaction of this Court that
the abovementioned Defen-
dant No. 1 cannot be served
through ordinary way of serv-
ice. Therefore the publica-
tion under Order 5  Rule 20
CPC is issued against Defen-
dant No. 1, directing him/her
to appear before this Court on
6-4-2016 at 9-30 a.m., person-
ally or through advocate, if
failed to appear before this
Court on 6-4-2016, ex-parte
proceeding shall be taken in
the case against you accord-
ing to law and in case the
Court is not functioning on
6-4-2016 for any reason then
you shall appear on the next
working day.

Given under my hand and
the Seal of the Court on 17-3-
2016. 

Civil Judge (Jr. Divn.)-
cum- 

Judicial Magistrate,
1st Class, 
Gurgaon. 

Seal of the Court 
CL 060800 

IN THE COURT OF
SH. JAGDEEP SOOD, PCS

Civil Judge,
(Senior Division)

Ludhiana.
Case No. SA-81.

Date of Institution :
25-2-2016.

Date of Hearing : 25-3-2016.
1. Neelam Kumar Oswal,

son of Late Shri Vidya Sagar
Oswal, r/o 396, Maharani Jhan-
si Road, Ludhiana. 

2. Jangi Lal Oswal, son of
Late Shri Vidya Sagar, r/o B-83,
Mall Road, Ludhiana. 

— Petitioners 
Versus 

General Public 
— Respondent 

Notice to : 
General Public. 
Whereas it has been proved

to the satisfaction of the Court
that the defendants abovenot-
ed cannot be served in the
ordinary way of service.
Hence, this proclamation
under Order 5, Rule 20 CPC
is hereby issued against them
and they should appear per-
sonally or through their coun-
sel on 25-3-2016 at 10-00 a.m.,
failing which ex-parte pro-
ceedings shall be taken
against him/them. 

Given under my hand and
the Seal of the Court. 

Civil Judge 
(Senior Division) 

Ludhiana. 
Seal of the Court 

CL 060823 

IN THE COURT OF
SH. JAAPINDER SINGH, PCS

Addl. Civil Judge
Senior Division,

Jagraon.
Succession Application No.

06 of 2016.
Ajit Kaur Singh 

Versus 
General Public & Others 

Notice to Respondent No. 1 : 
General Public. 
Whereas petitioner Ajit Kaur

Singh has filed an Succes-
sion application pertaining
to for issuance of the Suc-
cession Certificate on account
of the death of Sukhpal Singh,
who died on 20-1-2014 at
Abbotsford British Columbia
and Sham Kaur Singh, w/o
Inder Singh who died on 5-3-
2015 at Abbotsford British
Columbia on the basis of Will
dated 27-2-2014 executed by
Sham Kaur and Will dated 10-
5-2005 executed by Sokh Paul
Singh in favour of petitioner
Ajit Kaur Singh. It has been
proved to the satisfaction of
the Court that the above-
named respondent cannot
be served in the ordinary way
of service. Hence this procla-
mation under Order 5 Rule
20 CPC is hereby issued
against the General Public
that if any body has any objec-
tion he should appear per-
sonally or through his author-
ized representative or through
Advocate in this Court on 27-
4-2016 at 9-30 a.m., failing
which ex-parte proceedings
shall be initiated against him. 

Given under my hand and
the Seal of the Court on this
the 11th day of March, 2016. 

Addl. Civil Judge 
Senior Division, 

Jagraon. 
Seal of the Court 

CL 060820 

IN THE COURT OF
SHRI LACHHMAN SINGH
Addl. District & Sessions

Judge
Hoshiarpur.

PUBLICATION NOTICE
HMA/470/2015.

30-7-2015.
Peshi : 25-4-2016.

Sunita Devi 
Versus 

Balwinder Singh 
PETITION UNDER SECTION

13 OF HMA, 1955
Publication Issued to : 

Balwinder Singh, son of
Gurmeet Singh, r/o Village
Janiwal, Distt. Shaheed Bhagat
Singh Nagar (Nawanshahar). 

Also at : Via Torre SNC,
Omignano 84060, Italy. 

— Respondent 
Whereas it has been proved

to the satisfaction of the Court
that the defendant(s)/respon-
dent(s) abovenamed cannot
be served in the ordinary way
of service. Hence, this procla-
mation under Order 5 Rule
20 CPC is hereby issued
against him/them and should
appear personally or through
their counsel on 25-4-2016 at
9-30 a.m. 

Take notice that in default of
his/their appearance on the
day beforementioned, the
above said case will be heard
and determined in his/their

absence. 
Given under my hand and

the Seal of the Court on this
the 16th day of March, 2016. 

Addl. District & Sessions
Judge 

Hoshiarpur. 
Seal of the Court 

CL 060783 

IN THE COURT OF
SH. BIKRAMDEEP SINGH

Civil Judge (Jr. Divn.)
Ludhiana.

PUBLICATION NOTICE
CS/3653/Dated 14-8-2015.

Peshi : 26-4-2016.
Inderjit Kaur 

Versus 
Pawanjit Kaur 
SUIT FOR DAMAGES ON
ACCOUNT OF LOSS OF
EARNING, LIVELIHOOD,

REPUTATION, GOODWILL,
MENTAL TORTURE, AGONY

CAUSED BY THE DEFENDANT
ON ACCOUNT OF LEVELING

OF UNFOUNDED.
SUIT FOR GRANT OF DECREE

OF PERMANENT
INJUNCTION.

Publication Issued to : 
(1) Pawanjit Kaur, w/o

Navdeep Singh, r/o Village
Anna, PO Herdo Chennai,
Thana Dorangla, Gurdaspur. 

(2) Navdeep Singh Sandhu,
s/o Balbir Singh, r/o Village
Chand Kuwa, PO Jamnebad,
Distt. Lakhimpur, U.P.

(3) Gulzar Singh, r/o Village
Anna, PO Herdo, Chennai,
Thana Dorangla, Gurdaspur. 

Whereas it has been proved
to the satisfaction of the Court
that the named (1) Pawanjit
Kaur, w/o Navdeep Singh, r/o
Village Anna, PO Herdo Chen-
nai, Thana Dorangla, Gur-
daspur, (2) Navdeep Singh
Sandhu, s/o Balbir Singh, r/o
Village Chand Kuwa, PO Jam-
nebad, Distt. Lakhimpur, U.P.,
(3) Gulzar Singh, r/o Village
Anna, PO Herdo, Chennai,
Thana Dorangla, Gurdaspur
cannot be served in the ordi-
nary way of service. Hence,
this proclamation under Order
5 Rule 20 CPC is hereby issued
against him/them and should
appear personally or through
their counsel on 26-4-2016 at
9-30 a.m. 

Take notice that in default of
his/their appearance on the
day beforementioned, the
above said case will be heard
and determined in his/their
absence. 

Given under my hand and
the Seal of the Court on this
the 17th day of March, 2016. 

Civil Judge (Jr. Divn.) 
Ludhiana. 

Seal of the Court 
CL 060782

NOTICE
Recruitment for teaching

staff (B.Ed. & D.EI.Ed.) of
Lalit Mohan Memorial
College of Education.

Teaching Staff for B.Ed.:
Principal – 1.
Foundation Course /

Perspective in Education – 4.
Methodology
Sub: Bengali – 1, English –

1, Sanskrit – 1, History – 1,
Geography – 1, Life Science
– 1, Math. – 1, Education – 1,
Performing Art (Music) – 1,
Health and Physical
Education – 1, Art Education
– 1, Librarian – 1 as per NCTE
norms (Rules).

Teaching Staff for D.EI.Ed.:
Principal – 1.
Foundation Course /

Perspective in Education – 4.
Methodology
Sub: Bengali – 1, English –

1, Sanskrit – 1, History – 1,
Geography – 1, Life Science
– 1, Math. – 1, Education – 1,
Performing Art (Music) – 1,
Health and Physical
Education – 1, Art Education
– 1, Librarian – 1 as per NCTE
norms (Rules).

Desired and eligible can-
didate submit CV in our E-
mail ID: lallitmohancollege
@gmail.com within 7 days
from publication of this
advertisement.

Mob.: 9836360935.
Secretary

CL00060849

I, AMIT Kumar Bhimsen
Nanda, s/o Late Bhimsen
Nanda, r/o K-14, 1st Floor,
Krishna Park Extension, New
Delhi-110018 have changed
the name of my minor son
from "Om'' to "Aryan Nanda''.
In future, he will be known
as Aryan Nanda for all pur-
poses as per affidavit sworn
before Notary Public, Delhi, on
9-3-2016. 

CL 060760 

AS PER the affidavit
before the Executive
Magistrate at Darjeeling
(affidavit number-34474/J)
that I Hav. Indrajit Rai, resi-
dent of Tharbo Tea Garden,
P.O./P.S.: Mirik, District:
Darjeeling, do hereby
declare that in my service
records register my son’s
name has wrongly recorded
as a Kshitiz Rai. Actually the
correct name of my said son
is Kshiteez Rai. So I am
swearing this affidavit to
declare that Kshiteez Rai
and Kshitiz Rai is same and
one identical person.

CL00060852

I, JHUNU Roy, wife of late
Sudhir Kumar Roy, residing
at Sutia, (N) 24 Pgs. shall
henceforth be known as
Suchitra Rani Roy, vide affi-
davit sworn before C.M.M.
Court, Kolkata, dated:
18.03.2016.

CL00060805

I, PRAFULLA Nayak, R/o.
216, A.J.C. Bose Road,
Kolkata-700017 shall hence-
forth be known as Praphul
Nayak, vide affidavit sworn
in the Court of the
Metropolitan Magistrate
Kolkata on 21.01.2015.

CL00060825

I, MD. BARTUZ Ali
Mahaldar, S/o. Abu Taleha
Mahaldar, R/o. Vill. -
Rambagh, P.O. + P.S. -
Bhagwangola, Dist. -
Murshidabad-742135 shall
henceforth be known as
Baratuj Mahaldar, S/o. late
Talha Mondal, vide affidavit
sworn before Notary Public
at Berhampore Court on
17.03.2016. Both Md. Bartuz
Ali Mahaldar and Baratuj
Mahaldar is same and iden-
tical person. 

CL00060839

I, JAFUR Sekh, R/o. Vill. -
Jethia, P.O. - Debi Parulia,
P.S. - Khargram, Dist. - Msd.,
do hereby declare that Jafur
Sekh and Md. Jafur Seikh
are same and one identical
person, vide affidavit sworn
before the Ld. Notary Public
at Kandi on 26.02.16. 

CL00060842

I, ARUNDHATI
Chakraborty, wife of Asit
Kumar Chakraborty, resid-
ing at 14/10B, Golf Club Rd.,
Kol.-33 do hereby declare
that henceforth I shall be
known as Arundhati
Mazumder and both are
same and identical person,
vide affidavit before the Ld.
Judicial 1st Class
Magistrate Court at Alipore
on 29.11.2006. 

CL00060845

I, SK. ABDUL Jishan Ali
shall henceforth be known
as Sk. Jeeshan, vide affi-
davit sworn before the
Notary Public at Howrah,
dated: 17.03.16.

CL00060846

MY clients Shri Surendra
Singh, s/o Late Shri Balbir
Singh and Mrs. Anita Singh,
w/o Shri Surendra Singh, both
r/o 32-A, B.B. Block, Janakpuri,
New Delhi-110058 have dis-
owned their son namely Mr.
Amrendra Pratap Singh and
his wife namely Mrs. Pallavi
Chauhan due to their misbe-
haviour and disrespective

attitude towards my clients
and also debarred them from
any rights in their all mov-
able and immovable proper-
ties/assets and severed all
their relations with their son
and their daughter-in-law. If
anybody deals with them will
do so at his/her/their own
risks and responsibility, my
clients shall not be responsi-
ble for any kind of act done by
them. 

Kamlesh Aggarwal 
Advocate 

Chamber No. 495, 
Patiala House Courts, 

New Delhi-110001. 
CL 060798 

BE it known to all that due
to sad demise of Shri Jai Singh
Sharma, r/o WZ-487/2, M.S.
Block, Hari Nagar, New Delhi-
64, Partner of firm M/s. Gaur
Associates Office situated at
WZ-487/2, M.S. Block, Hari
Nagar, New Delhi-64. 

I, Shri Annu Gaur Partner
of the firm M/s. Gaur Associ-
ates office situated at WZ-
487/2, M.S. Block, Hari Nagar,
New Delhi-64, Enlisted with
HQ CWE(P) Delhi Cantt-10,
vide Index No. CWE (P) E-158,
want to change in Constitution
of my firm. If anybody have
any reservation/objection,
please report the matter to the
enlisting authority i.e. HQ
CWE(Project), MES, Delhi
Cantt-10 by 31 March, 2016. 

CL 060799 

PUBLIC NOTICE
To be known to all that I,

Renu Naudiyal, w/o Subodh
Kumar Naudiyal, resident of C-
4-C/252, Janak Puri, New Delhi-
110058, owner of DDA Flat No.
252, Block C-4-C, Pocket-14,
Category MIG, situated at
Janak Puri, New Delhi vide
DDA File No. F5(963)/72 HB,
have misplaced the original
Demand-cum-Allotment Let-
ter. An NCR to this effect has
been lodged vide No. LR No.
252521/2016, dated 17-3-2016. 

Any person who has any
claim, right, interest in the
said documents, and/or com-
ing into Possession of the
aforesaid documents and/or
having knowledge of its
whereabouts may write/con-
tact with above named person
at the address given above. In
the event of no information
within 15 days from the date
of this notice it would be
treated as irretrievably lost
and a request shall be made
to DDA, Vikas Sadan for a cer-
tified true copy, which shall be
treated as original one. 

CL 060802 

NOTICE
It is hereby stated that

Kalpataru Co-operative
Housing Society Ltd. having
its Registered Office at 18,
Pathakpara Road, Kolkata-
700060 and Registration No.-
139 / South 24 Parganas of
2015-16 intend to purchase
all that piece and parcel of
land measuring an area of 4
kathas 7 chhataks more or
less with asbestos shed
structure measuring 420
sq.ft. standing thereon situ-
ated and lying with Mouza-
Behala, P.S.-Parnasree, C.S.
Khatian No. 2533 and C.S.
Dag Nos. 4439 & 4440 being
Municipal Premises No.
196A, Pathak Para Road and
its postal Premises No. 18,
Pathak Para Road, Kolkata-

700060 within the limits of
the Kolkata Municipal
Corporation, Ward No.-132
from the lawful owner and
possessor Mr. Sanjib Seth,
son of late Yash Paul Seth,
residing at 118/1A, Diamond
Harbour Road, Kolkata-
700034, for which parties
herein make an agreement
and if anybody has interest-
ed in the abovementioned
property or have any objec-
tion towards such sale, the
same shall be informed to
the buyer, Kalpataru Co-
operative Housing Society
Ltd., within 15 days from the
date of publication or to the
undermentioned otherwise
it shall be treated as free
from all encumbrances.

Siba Prasad Saha
Advocate

46/25, Becharam Chatterjee
Road

Kolkata-700034
CL00060847

NOTICE
It is to be notified that my

clients: (1) Smt. Basanti
Bhattacharya, (2) Sri Sanjoy
Bhattacharya & (3) Sri Anjoy
Bhattacharya, No. 1 wife of
Nos. 2 & 3 sons of late
Biswanath Chakraborty
alias Bhattacharya, resident
of Vill. & P.O.: Duillya, P.S.:
Sankrail, Dist.: Howrah
jointly got and acquired all
that Bastu property meas-
uring about 03 cottahs 03
chittacks 08 sq.ft. com-
prised within R.S. Dag No.
316, L.R. Dag No.: 313, apper-
taining to R.S. Kh. No.: 458, L.
R. Kh. No.: 7343, 7344 & 7345,
Mouza - Duillya, J. L. No.: 35,
P.S.: Sankrail, District:
Howrah by their predeces-
sors Biswanath
Chakraborty alias
Bhattacharya who pur-
chased the same by dint of
a Registered Deed of pur-
chase, Registered at the
Office  of District Sub-
Registrar, Howrah and
recorded in Book No. -1 ,
Volume No. -40, Pages - 135
to 139, being No. - 2135 for
the year 1971 and the said
original deed has been lost
from their custody and they
have already lodged diary
to that effect and if any per-
son found the same imme-
diately contact with me for
return and the property has
not been 
mortgaged or encumber
before any bank of authori-
ty by any manner whatso-
ever.

Sri Indranil Roy
Advocate

Judges’ Court, Howrah
CL00060827

PUBLIC NOTICE
My client interested to

purchase all that the
Premises No. 21, Bipin
Behari Ganguly Street, P.S. -
Bowbazar, Kolkata-700012
along with the building
standing thereon from its
lawful owner Sreejit Kumar
Tagore.

If anyone have any claim
or agreement in respect or
concerning the same then
the same along with sup-
porting document must be
furnished within 15 days
from the date of publication
to the undermentioned, fail-
ing which his claim will not
be entertained any further.

Awani Kumar Roy
Advocate

10, K.S. Roy Road, 1st Floor
Kolkata-700001

CL00060830

e-TENDER is being invited
by the undersigned for and
on behalf of the Governor of
West Bengal against e-NIT
No. 44 of 2015-16 (2nd Call)
of the SE, SWC, SS, PW Dte.
for the following work from
the eligible contractors as
mentioned in the detailed
NIT.  

The details are available
and online submission of
bid is permitted in the web-
site: https://wbtenders.
gov.in from 10.00 hrs. on
21.03.2016 up to 12 hrs. on
07.04.2016 for the NIT.  

Tender ID -
2 0 1 6 _ C B _ 7 3 4 1 8 _ 1 .
Construction of College
Building of Ramnagar
College at Depal, Purba
Medinipur. Estimated
Amount: Rs. 90,10,210.
Earnest Money: Rs. 1,80,204.  

Sd/-  
Superintending Engineer 

South Western Circle  
Social Sector, P.W. Dte. 

CL00060831

ROAD & BUILDING
RESEARCH INSTITUTE

P.W. (Roads) Directorate
Govt. of W.B.

e-TENDER REFERENCE NO.:
WBPW (R) D / CRO / RBRI /
NIQ - 03 (2nd Call) / 2015-
2016

e-Quotations are invited

by CRO, RBRI for Supplying,
Installation &
Demonstration of Two Nos.
Bump Integrator for meas-
uring undulation of road
surface.

Date of publishing of
Quotation - 18.03.2016.

Last date of submission of
bid - 08.04.2016.

Date of opening of
Technical Bid - 12.04.2016.

The details can be seen at
wbtenders.gov.in e-pro-
curement system of
Government of West Bengal
or Notice Board of R & BRI.

Chief Research Officer
CL00060834

e-TENDER is being invited
by the undersigned for and
on behalf of the Governor of
West Bengal against e-NIT
No. 39, 40 & 45 of 2015-16
(2nd Call) of the SE, SWC, SS,
PW Dte. for the following
work from the eligible con-
tractors as mentioned in the
detailed NIT.  

The details are available
and online submission of
bid is permitted in the web-
site: https://wbtenders.
gov.in from 10.00 hrs. on
21.03.2016 up to 12 hrs. on
18.04.2016 for the NIT 39 &
40.  

e-NIT No. - 39 of 2015-16
(2nd Call). 

Tender ID -
2016_CB_73410_1. 

Construction of a Portion
of 1st Floor & entire 2nd
Floor of New Govt. Degree
College, Keshiary, Paschim
Medinipur. Estimated
Amount: Rs. 1,39,43,284.
Earnest Money: Rs. 2,78,866. 

Tender ID -
2016_CB_73410_2. 

Construction of a Portion
of 1st Floor & entire 2nd
Floor of New Govt. Degree
College, Dantan-I, Paschim
Medinipur. Estimated
Amount: Rs. 1,18,22,596.
Earnest Money: Rs. 2,36,452. 

e-NIT No. - 40 of 2015-16
(2nd Call). 

Tender ID -
2016_CB_73409_1. 

Construction of a Portion
of 1st Floor & entire 2nd
Floor of New Govt. General
Degree College at
Mohanpur, Paschim
Medinipur. Estimated
Amount: Rs. 1,40,07,395.
Earnest Money: Rs. 2,80,148. 

From 10.00 hrs. on
21.03.2016 up to 12 hrs. on
07.04.2016 for NIT - 45. 

e-NIT No. - 45 of 2015-16
(2nd Call). 

Tender ID -
2016_CB_73421_1. 

Remaining Infrastructural
work in connection with
‘Construction of a New
Govt. College at Nayagram,
Paschim Medinipur’.
Estimated Amount: Rs.
96,93,063. Earnest Money:
Rs. 1,93,861.  

Sd/- 
Superintending Engineer 

South Western Circle 
Social Sector, P.W. Dte.

CL00060836

GOVERNMENT OF
WEST BENGAL

Office of the District
Magistrate

Bankura
(Infrastructure Cell)

Sealed tender is invited
for the work “Dismantling &
Re-construction of bound-
ary wall of B.C. College and
patch repairing of approach
road to B.C.C. School &
minor repairing work” in
connection with WBLA
Election - 2016. For details
please visit: www.banku-
ra.nic.in / Infrastructure Cell
Bankura.

Memo No. - 337 (2) / inf
(BNK)

Dt. - 18.03.2016
CL00060843

KOLKATA

Statesman House, 
4, Chowringhee Square
Kolkata-700 001 
Tel: (033) 22127070-76, 
(033) 71071700
Fax: (033) 2212-6181 / 7107-1780
Email:
thestatesman@vsnl.com
johnbullsilver@yahoo.com

DELHI

Statesman House, 

148, Barakhamba Road, 

New Delhi-110 001 

Tel: (011) 2331 5911 

Fax: (011) 2331 5295

Email:

thestatesmandelhi@thestatesman.net

sman@nde.vsnl.net.in,

delhistatesman@gmail.com

3/10, INS Building 

(3rd floor) Rafi Marg, 

New Delhi-110 001, 

Tel: (011) 2371 8434 

Email:

thestatesmandelhi@thestatesman.net 

shivaji.samaddar@gmail.com

Ishan House (2nd floor) 

A-90, Sector II NOIDA, 

UP 201 301 

Tel: (0120) 95120-3891800/810,

Fax: (0120) 95120-2547216

SILIGURI

13A, Dabgram Industrial
Growth Centre, 
P.O. Satellite Township, 
Siliguri-734015

Tel: 2568615, 2568063 and
2568787. Fax: (0353) 2568296,
Email:
thestatesmansiliguri@thestatesman.net

sil_statesman@yahoo.co.in /
kkc099@gmail.com

BHUBANESWAR

Plot 3A, Zone B, Sector A,
Mancheswar Industrial Estate,
Bhubaneswar-
751 010. Tel: (0674)
2588060/61/62/2586371,
Telefax: 0674-2588061
Email: 
thestatesmanbhubaneswar@thestatesman.net

statesmanbbsr@gmail.com

HYDERABAD

The Statesman Limited, 2nd
Floor, UNI Building, A.C.
Guards, Hyderabad-500004, 
Ph.: 040-2339 1739
Email: 
thestatesmanhyderabad@thestatesman.net

thestatesman.hyd@gmail.com

BANGALORE

4301, High Point IV 45, Palace
Road, Bangalore-560 001
Tel: (080) 22259129/ 22204813
Email: 
thestatesmanbangalore@thestatesman.net

tsmbangalore @yahoo.com

MUMBAI

5, Kasturi Buildings Jamshedji
Tata Road, Mumbai-400 020
Tel: (022) 2202 1045, 2202 1394,
Fax: 2204 4877

Email: 

thestatesmanmumbai@thestatesman.net
thestatesman.mumbai@gmail.com

CHENNAI

Fagun Mansion (4th floor) 26,

Ethirai Road, Chennai-600 008,

Tel: (044) 28278037, 28279984

Fax: 28224800

Email: 

thestatesmanchennai@thestatesman.net

LUCKNOW

2/2, Butler Palace (Near Jopling

Road), Lucknow-226 001, 

Ph.: (0522) 2206705, 9415920949

Email: 

thestatesmanlucknow@thestatesman.net

soumenbose1975@gmail.com

bose.soumen@rediffmail.com

RAIPUR

Mr. Manish Saluja 53, Sahid

Samarak Complex Bombay

Market, G.E. Road, 

Raipur 492001

Tel.: 5035985, (M): 9425202097

RANCHI

11/C, Road#1, Ashoknagar,

Ranchi - 834 002  

Fax: (0651) 2247054 

Email:  

thestatesmanranchi@thestatesman.net

binodenarayansingh@yahoo.co.in

AIR-SURCHARGE; Kathmandu - Rs. 2, Eastern Region - Rs. 1
All other stations in India - Rs. 1

UTTAR BANGA
KRISHI

VISWAVIDYALAYA

Pundibari, Cooch Behar
Inviting Quotation

e-Tender No. - UBKV / Est
T / P-02 / 05 / 2015-16

Date: 11.03.2016
Sealed quotations are
invited under two-bid
system viz., Part-I
Technical Bid and Part-II
Financial Bid from manu-
facturers / reputed agen-
cies expert in automobile
body building for fabrica-
tion of Mobile Diagnostic-
cum-Exhibition Van.
The last date of submis-
sion of quotation is
28.03.2016 up to 2.00 p.m.
Opening date of Technical
Bids is 28.03.2016 at 2.30
p.m. For details visit web-
site: www.wbtenders.gov.
in

Registrar (Actg.)
CL00060854

LEGAL NOTICES



THUMBNAILS

A model of GSLV Mk III seen on
display, provided by ISRO, at the
India Aviation 2016 airshow at
Begumpet airport in Hyderabad
on Friday. �AFP

IAF’s display: A spec-
tacular display of the
Indian Air Force's com-
bat and firepower capa-
bilities began on Fri-
day in the presence of
President Pranab
Mukherjee,PM Naren-
dra Modi and defence
minister Manohar
Parrikar. PTI

Open defecation no
more: Krishna dis-
trict collector said all
the villages in the dis-
trict would be free of
open defecation by the
end of December.37 vil-
lages in the district
are now free of the
menace of open defe-
cation, he added. PTI

3 NDFB cadres nabbed:
A joint team of Army
and police have appre-
hended three NDFB
(S) cadres during an
operation in Assam's
Chirang district, a
defence spokesperson
said in Guwahati on
Friday. PTI

Jammu-Srinagar NH:
The Jammu-Srinagar
National Highway con-
tinued to remain closed
for traffic for the sec-
ond consecutive day on
Friday even as opera-
tions have started to clear
the debris from land-
slides. PTI

2 militants killed:
Two unidentified mil-
itants were killed in an
encounter with secu-
rity forces in an ongo-
ing operation in Petha
Wadar of Handwara
area in north Kash-
mir's Kupwara dis-
trict on Friday. PTI

4 cops suspended:
Maharashtra CM
Devendra Fadnavis
has suspended three
police inspectors and
one assistant police
inspector for derelic-
tion of duty and false
reporting in connection
with renewal of dance
bar permits. PTI
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PM should concentrate on governance, which is suffering
badly under NDA, rather than snooping on opponents

DELHI CHIEF MINISTER ARVIND KEJRIWAL
LAUNCHING A TIRADE AGAINST PRIME MINISTER NARENDRA MODI

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
Chandigarh, 18 March

The SYL-canal row heated
up today with Punjab
Assembly unanimously
passing a resolution against
its construction saying the
state does not have water to
share with Haryana, which
accused Punjab of “crossing
all limits” and decided to
approach the Centre and
Supreme Court.

The development came a
day after Supreme Court
directed status quo on land
meant for Sutlej-Yamuna
Link (SYL) canal after
Haryana alleged that
attempts have been made to
alter its use by leveling it.

Punjab Chief Minister
Parkash Singh Badal, who
is Leader of the House,
moved a resolution in the
Assembly saying that his
state is facing “crisis of
water” and does not have

even one drop to share with
others.

“In view of this neither
was there ever a need to con-
struct SYL canal then, nor
it is there now,” the 88-year-
old, five-time Chief Minis-
ter told the House.

The House unanimously
resolved that it will not
allow the SYL canal to be
constructed.

Congress leader Cha-

ranjit Singh Channi, who
is Leader of the Opposi-
tion, and Parliamentary
Affairs Minister Madan
Mohan Mittal from the BJP
endorsed Badal's view.

Channi said that Con-
gress has and will always
stand at the forefront to
protect the interests of peo-
ple of Punjab.“Mr Badal, we
are all with you on this
issue,” he said.

Punjab Assembly passes resolution against SYL canal

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, 18 March

With Punjab and Haryana
at loggerheads over the Sut-
lej-Yamuna Link canal
issue, Congress today asked
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to convene an emer-
gency meeting of the chief
ministers of the two states
to find a solution.

“The matter is very sen-
sitive. The Prime Minister
and the Home Minister can-
not keep quiet. The Centre
cannot shut its eyes and
ears. The Prime Minister
should call an urgent meet-
ing of the chief ministers
before things turn for the
worse,” senior party
spokesman Anand Shar-

ma told reporters.
He said India is a Con-

stitutional democracy and
the country's highest court
has passed an order.

Sharma's remarks came
close on the heels of the SYL
canal row heating up with
Punjab Assembly unani-
mously passing a resolu-
tion against its construction
saying the state does not have
water to share with Haryana.

Haryana has accused
Punjab of “crossing all lim-
its”and decided to approach
the Centre and the Supreme
Court.

The development came a
day after the Supreme Court
directed status quo on land
meant for Sutlej-Yamuna
Link (SYL) canal.

Cong asks PM to convene
emergency meeting

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, 18 March

Coming out in support of
SAR Gilani, a Delhi Uni-
versity teachers body has
demanded that the pro-
fessor be released and said
the “colonial” sedition
law under which he has
been charged was being
“misused to suppress dis-
sent” and should be
scrapped.

In a resolution, the Delhi
University Teachers' Asso-
ciation demanded that sedi-
tion charges should be
dropped against Gilani, a
DU professor who was
arrested over the contro-
versial event at Press Club
against hanging of Afzal
Guru, and he should be
allowed to rejoin duty.

“Supreme Court had
clearly laid down the para-
meters of applicability of
the sedition law and had
held time and again that
peaceful discussions and
expression of views cannot
attract charges of sedition.

“We demand that Gilani
be released, the sedition
charges be dropped and he
be allowed to rejoin duty,”
the resolution passed by
Delhi University Teachers'
Association said.

“The DUTA executive
also expresses grave con-
cern about misuse of colo-
nial sedition law to suppress
dissent and settle political
scores. We appeal for repeal-
ing of this law which has
no place in modern democ-
racy,” added the resolution
passed at a meeting yes-
terday.

Gilani, who holds a doc-
torate in Arabic and teach-
es at Zakir Hussain Col-
lege (Evening) in Delhi,
has been questioning Afzal
Guru's hanging ever since
Delhi Police accused him
of being involved in the
2001 Parliament attack
and failed to win a con-
viction.

At the Press Club event,
a group had allegedly
shouted slogans hailing
Guru, following which the
police had lodged a case
under sections 124A (sedi-
tion), 120B (criminal con-
spiracy) and 149 (unlawful
assembly)  of the IPC
against Gilani and other
unnamed persons.

The police had claimed
to have registered the FIR
taking suo motu cog-
nizance of media clips of
the incident.

DU teachers demand
SAR Gilani’s release

Mumbai, 18 March:The Union
Shipping and Ports Min-
istry will showcase 200 pro-
jects entailing investment
of USD 19 billion at the
forthcoming Maritime India
Summit here. “We will be
showcasing 200 projects
involving investment of
USD 19 billion in port devel-
opment, port connectivity
and creating efficiencies at
the summit,” Union Ship-
ping and Ports Secretary
Rajiv Kumar said here
today. PM Narendra Modi
will inaugurate the two-
day summit-cum-exhibi-
tion on 14 April, which is
expected to host delegates
from 57 countries.

Kumar said the list in-
cludes projects already
under discussion, like the
Rs 10,000-crore satellite port
for JNPT planned at
Dahanu, northwest of
Mumbai, the Rs 7,000-crore
international transship-
ment terminal at Colachel
in Tamil Nadu and the Rs
5,000-crore Sagar Port in
Bengal. Kumar said pro-
jects worth over Rs 72,000
crore have already been
drawn up and are at various
stages of documentation.

Shipping minister Nitin
Gadkari said there is a
need to leverage the poten-
tial offered by the over 7,500-
km coastline and over 13,000
km of inland waterways in
the country to bring logis-
tics costs down. PTI

$19-BN PORT 
PROJECTS TO 
BE LINED UP AT
MARITIME SUMMIT

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
Jammu, 18 March

Army will be vacating large tracts
of land held by it at four places in
Jammu and Kashmir, including
the 212-acre Tatoo ground in Srinagar,
by month-end, one of the demands
by PDP for formation of government
with BJP.

The decision was announced
last night after a meeting between
Governor N N Vohra and Lt Gen
D S Hooda, GOC-in-C Northern
Command,during which senior offi-
cials including Chief Secretary B
R Sharma were present.

It was agreed that Northern
Command of Army would hand over
16.30 acres of state land held by it
adjoining the Campus of Jammu
University, 212 acres of land held

by it at Tatoo Grounds, Srinagar
and 456.60 kanals of land at High
Grounds, Anantnag and land held
at lower Khurba Thang in Kargil,
to J&K government, an official
spokesman said.

The decision is considered vital
in the wake of demands by PDP
Chief Mehbooba Mufti that Army
vacate land it has held and revo-
cation of AFSPA from peaceful
areas in Jammu and Kashmir as
a confidence building measure
ahead of formation of the gov-
ernment in J&K with BJP. In
extensive discussions with Hooda
at the Raj Bhavan, the Governor
reviewed the implementation of
decisions taken in earlier Civil
Military Liaison Conferences on all
land matters relating to the Army,
the spokesman said.

The meeting was attended by

Sharma the Chief Secretary; P K
Tripathi, Principal Secretary to
Governor;R K Goyal, Principal Sec-
retary, Home; Asgar Hassan
Samoon, Divisional Commission-
er, Kashmir; and Dr Pawan Kotw-
al, Divisional Commissioner,
Jammu. It was agreed that the
land at the lower Plateau Khurba
Thang would be taken over before
31 March when Chief Secretary vis-
its Kargil as Chairman of the
Committee set up to deal with all
Army Key Location Plan matters,
the spokesman
said. The land
at other three
areas would
also be handed
over before
March 31, the
spokesman
said.

Regarding the Tatoo Ground
Land, the Governor and Army
Commander will jointly visit the
site before 31 March to discuss
certain proposals regarding the
utilisation of this land for creating
a park, recreational facilities for
youths etc, he said.

The Governor directed that the
Committee headed by the Chief Sec-
retary shall visit Jammu Univer-
sity, Kargil and Anantnag to sat-
isfy all formalities on the spot and
take over the said sites.

Army to vacate four land tracts in J&K by 31 March

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, 18 March

Congress today took pot-
shots at Modi government,
alleging a “communication
gap between South Block and
North Block”and expressed
“sympathy”with Home Min-
ister Rajnath Singh over
his comments that he has
come to know through media
that Joint Investigation
Team (JIT) from Pakistan
is coming to India to probe
Pathankot attack.

“What is surprising in it.
The biggest communica-
tion gap is not between
Islamabad and Delhi. The
biggest communication gap

is between South Block and
North Block. There is a hot-
line between Delhi and
Islamabad but there is no hot-
line between South Block
and North Block,” party
spokesperson Jairam
Ramesh told reporters here.

Ramesh said that when
the Naga accord happened,
the then Home Secretary was
also not aware that it was
going to happen.

“What can I do. I want to
express my sympathies with
Rajnath Singh,” Ramesh
said.

He was reacting to Singh's
remarks that he has come
to know through media that
the Pakistan team is coming.

Congress had previously
also attacked Modi govern-
ment latching on to reports
that the concerned min-
istries were not taken in loop
during key decisions relat-
ed to them.

The JIT will arrive in
India on 27 March to carry
forward its probe into the
Pathankot terror, it was
announced yesterday.

Asked whether the Pak-
istan team will be given
access to the strategic air-
base, the Home Minister
said modalities will be
worked out once they arrive
in India.

“Let's wait for Sushma-
ji (Sushma Swaraj) to be

back,” he said.
The main opposition

party saw “lack of coordi-
nation” in the government
ahead of the arrival of the
Joint Investigation Team
from Pakistan.

Senior party spokesman
Anand Sharma told
reporters that Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi should
have ensured coordination
by convening a meeting of
the Cabinet Committee on
Security before External
Affairs Minister Sushma
Swaraj's visit to Pokhara in
Nepal for the SAARC For-
eign Ministers Meeting.

The announcement had
come after Swaraj's 20-

minute meeting with Pak-
istan Prime Minister's Advi-
sor on Foreign Affairs Sar-
taj Aziz,in Pokhara yes-
terday.

“There is no coordination
in this Cabinet”, he said
adding that the Defence
Minister, the Home Minis-
ter and his Minister of state
are speaking in differnt
voices on the issue.

He was reacting to reports
quoting the Home Minister
that he had come to know
through media that the Pak-
istan JIT is coming. “Home
Minister is not aware of
the JIT. His Minister of
state is. Defence Minister is
saying a different thing”.

PAK JIT�S VISIT: CONG SLAMS PM
POINTS FINGER AT �COMMUNICATION GAP BETWEEN SOUTH BLOCK AND NORTH BLOCK�PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, 18 March

JNU student leader Kan-
haiya Kumar today vowed
to wage a battle for scrapping
of the sedition law under
which he and two other PhD
scholars of the university
were arrested last month in
connection with a contro-
versial event.

Welcoming bail granted
to Umar Khalid and Anir-
ban Bhattacharya, he said
all parties and people sup-
porting democracy must
come forward to demand
abolishing the British-era
law.

“Those who are sup-
porting democracy should
come together. It will be a
long battle. We have been

given the bail. We will go on
with our struggle to ensure
that the sedition law is
scrapped,” Kanhaiya said.

Umar and Anirban,
arrested last month on
charges of sedition for their
involvement in a contro-
versial event organised to
protest hanging of Afzal
Guru, were today granted
interim bail for six months
by a Delhi court on ground
of parity with Kanhaiya.

Kanhaiya vows to battle
against sedition law

SPEAKING UP

CISCO chairman John Chambers interacts with Prime Minister Narendra Modi, in the Capital on Friday. �sns

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Guwahati, 18 March

Declaring it as his last elec-
toral battle in Assam,veteran
Congress leader Tarun Gogoi
today filed his nomination
for Titabor Assembly con-
stituency in Jorhat district.
The state chief minister
Gogoi, who is seeking his
mandate for fourth consec-
utive time from the con-
stituency claimed that his
party will win the polls once

again.
The chief minister was

escorted by thousands of
Congress leaders and sup-
porters on his way to file the
nomination papers. He is
likely to face challenge from
the BJP nominee Kamakhya
Prasad Tasa in the same con-
stituency. Tasa, a BJP Par-
liamentarian from Jorhat
constituency also filed his
nomination today with lim-
ited supporters.

Earlier today,BJP’s Assam
unit president Sarbananda
Sonowal, who is also a min-
ister in prime minister Naren-
dra Modi’s cabinet, filed his
nomination for Majui Assem-
bly constituency. The chief
ministerial camdidate of the
saffron party  was accom-
panied by many high profile
party leaders on his way to

file the nomination .
Assam polls for 126 Leg-

islative Assembly seats are
scheduled for 4 and 11 April,
where the polling for 65 con-
stituencies will take place on
the  first phase and the rest
on second and  final phase.
Today was the last date for
filing of nominations for
constituencies going to  polls
on 4 April.

The president of Asom
Gana Parishad, which has
formed an alliance with the
BJP for Assam polls, Atul
Bora filed his nomination for
Bokakhat Assembly con-
stituency in Golaghat district.
Former Assam chief minis-
ter and AGP leader PK
Mahanta filed his nomination
for Barhampur Assembly
constituency in Nagaon dis-
trict.

Gogoi files papers for his ‘last election’
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* Police 100 
* Ambulance 102 
* Accident & Trauma 109 &
1099 
* Fire 101; Fire Service Officer
23314000 
* Women’s Helpline 1091 
* Senior Citizens Helpline 1291  

HOSPITALS

* AIIMS 26588500, 26588900 
* Moolchand Medcity
(formerly Hospital) 42000000 &
24-hour Chemist Shop 42000447 
* Vidyasagar Institute for
Mental Health and Neuro-
Sciences 26924300 
* Batra Hospital & Medical
Research Centre 29051280,

29958747 
*  Deen Dayal Upadhyay
25494402 to 06 
* Guru Tegh Bahadur 22585007,
22597262, 22586262 
* Lok Nayak Jai Prakash
23231471, 23230733, 23233400 
* Dr Ram Manohar Lohia
23365525, 23365988 
* Safdarjung 26165032,
26168336 

RAILWAY INQUIRY

* General Inquiry 139 
* Train Arrival 1331 (North),
1332 (East), 1333 (West), 1334
(South) 
* Train Departure 1336 (North),
1337 (East), 1338 (West), 1339

(South) 
* Toll Free Nos. 1800112511 
* SMS Inquiry Nos. 57886,
54959, 5676747 

ROADWAYS INQUIRY

* ISBT (General Inquiry):
23868836, 23865181 
* Haryana Roadways 23861262 
* Himachal Roadways
23717473, 23325320 
* Punjab Roadways 23867842,
23860626 
* Rajasthan Roadways
23864470 
* U.P. Roadways 23868709 

FLIGHT INQUIRY

* AIR INDIA Flight Inquiry and

Reservation 18001801407 
* INDIGO AIRLINES New Delhi
City Office 43513185, Call
Centre 09910383838,
18001803838, Reservation
43513186; Indigo Airlines
Airport 011-25671580; Terminal
I-B 25671576, Palam Road
25671579, 18001803838 
* Jet AIRWAYS Flight Inquiry
and Reservation 39893333 
* EMIRATES Flight Inquiry and
Reservation 33773377 
* Kuwait Airways Flight Inquiry
and Reservation 23354373
(City), 25652295/96 (Airport) 
* Japan Airlines Flight Inquiry
23327104/23327108 

AROUND   TOWN
ENGLISH FILM

Eye In The Sky                 

Director's Cut,
Vasantkunj -12:40pm,
5:35pm, 10:55pm.           
PVR Select City Walk -
3:40pm, 8:40pm.
PVR Select City Walk,
Gold Class -11:30am.
PVR Naraina -
10:20am, 3:05pm,
7:40pm.
PVR Ambience,
Gurgaon -10:40am,
4:05pm, 9:05pm,
11:20pm.             
PVR MGF, Gurgaon -
10:40am, 1:20pm,
6:20pm, 11:20pm.            
DT Star Promenade,
Vasantkunj -9.50am,
1.50pm, 6.55pm,
10.55pm.
DT Star, Saket -
9.50am, 1.50pm,
5.50pm, 11.20pm.

Norm Of The North         

PVR Select City Walk -
10am, 5:25 PM.
PVR Ambience,
Gurgaon -1:25pm,
6:05pm.
PVR Ambience Gold
Class, Gurgaon -
10:40am.             
DT Star Promenade,
Vasantkunj -10.05am,
2pm, 6.40pm.
DT Star, Saket -
9.55am, 3.55pm,
6.10pm.

Bus 657       

DT Star, Mall of India,
Noida -9.55am,
1.15pm, 10.45pm.
DT Star Promenade,
Vasantkunj -9.55am,
12Noon, 9pm.
DT Star, Saket -
12Noon.

London Has Fallen 

Director's Cut,
Vasantkunj -9:55pm.
PVR Anupam, Saket -
8:30pm.
PVR Select City Walk -
12:05pm.
PVR Naraina -7:40pm.
PVR Pacific Mall -
5:25pm.
PVR MGF, Gurgaon -
3:45pm, 11:20pm.
DT Star Promenade,
Vasantkunj -3.45pm,
10.55pm.
DT Star, Saket -
9.20pm.
DT City Centre,
Shalimar Bagh -
10.10am.
Spice Cinema Noida -
11:20am, 5pm.

Zootopia

Director's
Cut,Vasantkunj -
10:20am, 4:20pm.
PVR Anupam, Saket -
3:25pm.
PVR Naraina -2:10pm.
PVR Pacific Mall -
12:40pm.                            
DT Star Promenade,
Vasantkunj -10am,
12.10pm, 2.20pm,
4.30pm, 8.25pm.
DT Star, Saket -
11.50am, 5pm, 7.10pm.
DT City Centre,
Shalimar Bagh -
2.35pm.
DT Mega Mall,
Gurgaon -10am,
2.55pm.
DT Star Mall, Gurgaon
-9.55am, 5.35pm.
Spice Cinema Noida -
10am, 7pm. 

The Revenant

PVR Anupam, Saket -
10:30pm.
PVR Select City Walk -
7:30pm.
PVR Naraina -9:55pm.
PVR Pacific Mall -
10pm.                                 
DT Star Promenade,
Vasantkunj -3.55pm,
10.35pm.
DT Star, Saket -2pm,
10.20pm.
Wave Cinema, Noida -

6.30pm.
Spice Cinema Noida -
2:10pm.

HINDI FILM

Kapoor & Sons   

Director's Cut,
Vasantkunj -10:30am,
11:30am, 1pm,
2:45pm, 4:15pm, 6pm,
7:30pm, 9:15pm,
10:45pm.
PVR Anupam, Saket -
10am, 11:20am,
12:55pm, 2:15pm,
3:50pm, 5:10pm,
6:45pm, 8:05pm,
9:40pm, 10:55pm. 
PVR Select City Walk -
10:30am, 12Noon,
1:25pm, 2:55pm,
4:20pm, 5:50pm,
7:15pm, 10:10pm,
11:40pm.
PVR Priya -11am,
1:55pm, 4:50pm,
7:45pm, 10:40pm.
PVR Rivoli -10am,
12:55pm, 3:50pm,
6:45pm, 9:40pm.
PVR Plaza -10:40am,
1:35pm, 4:30pm,
7:25pm, 10:20pm.
PVR Naraina -10am,
11:15am, 12:55pm,
2:10pm, 3:50pm,
5:05pm, 6:45pm, 8pm,
9:40pm, 10:55pm.
PVR Pacific Mall -
9:05am, 10am,
12Noon, 12:55pm,
1:55pm, 2:55pm,
3:50pm, 5:50pm,
6:45pm, 7:45pm,
8:45pm, 9:40pm,
11:40pm.
PVR Vikaspuri -10am,
12:55pm, 2:10pm,
3:50pm, 6:45pm, 8pm,
9:40pm, 10:55pm.
PVR EDM -10am,
11am, 12Noon, 1pm,
2pm, 3pm, 4pm, 5pm,
6pm, 7pm, 8pm, 9pm,
9:55pm.                     
PVR Ambience,
Gurgaon -10am,
10:40am, 12:15pm,
12:55pm, 1:35pm, 2:25
pm, 3:10pm, 3:50pm,
4:30pm, 6:05pm,
6:45pm, 7:25pm, 9pm,
9:40pm, 10:20pm,
11:30pm.
DT Star Promenade,
Vasantkunj -10am,
11am, 12Noon, 1pm,
1.40pm, 2.35pm,
3.25pm, 4.30pm,
5.25pm, 6.10pm,
7.20pm, 8.15pm,
8.55pm, 10.10pm,
11.05pm.
DT Star, Saket -10am,
11am, 12Noon,
12.50pm, 1.35pm,
2.35pm, 3.25pm,
4.25pm, 5.25pm,
6.10pm, 7.15pm,
8.15pm, 8.55pm,
10.05pm, 11.05pm.
DT City Centre,
Shalimar Bagh -10am,
11am, 12Noon,
12.50pm, 1.35pm,
2.35pm, 3.25pm,
4.25pm, 5.25pm,
6.10pm,
7.15pm,
8.15pm,
8.55pm,
10.05pm,
11.05pm.
Wave Cinema,
Noida -
10.30am,
12.05pm,
1pm,
1.30pm,
2.15pm,
2.45pm,
3.45pm,
4.30pm,
5.05pm,
5.30pm,
7.15pm,

7pm,45pm,  8.15pm,
9.30pm, 10pm, 11pm.
Wave Cinema,
Kaushambi -10.30am,
12.05, 1pm, 1.30pm,
2.45pm, 3.45pm,
4.30pm, 5.30pm,
6.30pm, 7.30pm,
8.15pm, 10.15pm,
11pm.
Wave Cinema, Raja
Garden -10.30am,
12.05pm, 1.30pm,
2.45pm, 4.30pm,
5.30pm, 6pm, 7.30pm,
8.15pm, 10.15pm,
11pm.
Spice Cinema Noida -
10:30am, 12:30pm,
1:30pm, 2:30pm,
3:30pm, 4:30pm,
5:30pm, 6:30pm,
7:30pm, 8:30pm,
9:30pm, 10:30pm.

Awesome Mausam   

PVR Anupam, Saket -
10:30am.
PVR Pacific Mall -
10am.
PVR Opulant -10am.

Jai Gangaajal            

PVR Anupam, Saket -
1:15pm, 7:25pm.
PVR Naraina -
11:05am, 4:35pm.
PVR Pacific Mall -
12:45pm, 6:55pm.            
DT Star Promenade,
Vasantkunj -10.15am,
8.10pm, 11.40pm.
DT Star, Saket -
10.10am, 3.25pm,
11.40pm.
DT City Centre,
Shalimar Bagh -
4.45pm, 11.40pm. 
Wave Cinema, Noida -
11.15am, 6.40pm,
10.30pm.
Wave Cinema,
Kaushambi -12.45pm,
7pm, 9.30pm.
Spice Cinema Noida -
10:30am, 1:20pm,
4:10pm, 7pm, 9:50pm.

Neerja  

PVR Anupam, Saket -
12:45pm, 5:50pm,
10:45pm.
PVR Select City Walk -
10:35am, 6pm,
8:45pm.                              
PVR Naraina -
10:20am, 6:30pm.
PVR Pacific Mall -
11am, 4:50pm,
10:40pm.
PVR Vikaspuri -
11:15am, 5:05pm.            
DT Star Promenade,
Vasantkunj -12.50pm,
6.05pm, 10.55pm.
DT Star, Saket -1pm,
7.55pm.
DT City Centre,
Shalimar Bagh -
12.10pm, 10.10pm.
Wave Cinema, Noida -
1.15pm, 4pm, 9.45pm.
Wave Cinema,
Kaushambi -10.15am,

4.15pm, 10pm.
Wave Cinema,

Raja Garden -
12.45pm,
8.30pm.

Spice
Cinema
Noida -
11am,

TODAY IN DELHI

ENGAGEMENTS

Habitat World
organises -  Members
Meet 'The Ageing Eye'
by Dr.Arun Sethi &
Dr.Reena Sethi,
Ophthalmic Directors,
Arunodaya Deseret
Eye Hospital, at India
Habitat Centre, Lodhi
Road, 6 p.m.  

MUSIC

Habitat World
organises - Sitar recital
by Soumajit Paul,
disciple of Pt.Soumitra
Lahiri, , at India Habitat
Centre, Lodhi Road, 7
p.m.  

EXHIBITIONS

India International
Centre presents "An
Ethereal Journey of
Five Decades",

paintings and
sculptures by Sheila
Thadani, senior artist,
at the Art Gallery,
Kamaladevi Complex,
40, Max Mueller Marg,
11 a.m. to 7 p.m. (till
29 March) 

Habitat World
presents "The
Empowering Love", a
solo show of paintings
by Ritu Gupta, at the
Convention Centre
Foyer, India Habitat
Centre, Lodhi Road, 11
a.m. to 7 p.m. (till 19
March)

Habitat World
presents "Flower-
Men", a solo show of
photography by Adil
Ali, at Delhi O' Delhi
Foyer, India Habitat
Centre, Lodhi Road, 11
a.m. to 7 p.m. (till 31
March) 

British Council
presents "Decks of
Cards", an exhibition
featuring 55 leading
Indian artists, at 17,
Kasturba Gandhi
Marg, 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.
(till 15 May) 

Visual Arts Gallery
presents "Enamel
Revisited VIII", a group
show by 14 artists
from Delhi and
Mumbai, of vitreous
enamel on copper and
steel, at India Habitat
Centre, Lodhi Road, 11
a.m. to 7 p.m. (till 22
March) 

Open Palm Court
Gallery presents
"Warp N Weft", a solo
exhibition of paintings
by Ritu Chopra, at
India Habitat Centre,
Lodhi Road, 11 a.m. to
7 p.m. (till 20 March)

LEISURE

Sudoku is a number-placing
puzzle based on a 9x9 grid with

several given numbers. The
object is to place the numbers 1

to 9 in the empty squares so
that no row, no column and no

3x3 box contains the same
number. The difficulty level

increases through the week.

SUDOKU

Answer to
previous

puzzle

ACROSS

1 Bore, 
4 Dough
(Bordeaux),
9 Freedom,
10 Acute, 
11 Idaho, 
13 Realist, 

14 Impose,
16 Thirst, 
18 Library, 
19 Draft, 
21 O-ring, 
22 Bravado,
24 Hotel, 
25 Tend.

DOWN
2 Opera, 
3 End, 
4 Demure, 
5 Unabash-
ed, 6 Haulier,
7 Official-
dom, 

8 Destitution,
12 On-
slaught, 
15 Publish,
17 Symbol,
20 Again, 
23 Art.

10 MINUTE CROSSWORD

ACROSS

1 Propel with oars (3)
3 Adult male (3)
5 Negative votes (4)
8 Small piece (7)
9 Church tax (5)
10 Race over fences
(12)
12 Unique event (3-3)
14 Skilful (6)
17 Anxious (12)
21 Entity (5)
22 Devise (7)
23 Finest (4)
24 Falsehood (3)
25 Timid (3)

DOWN
1 Skin eruption (4)
2 Carve (wood) (7)
3 Tree (5)
4 Stinging plant (6)
5 Perceived (7)
6 Minor actor (5)
7 Under (7)
11 Faithfulness (7)
13 Cargo (7)
15 Unsubtle (7)
16 Writing instrument
(6)
18 Cost (5)
19 Feeling (5)
20 Remain (4)

SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S CROSSWORD

Movie ~ The Revenant

The CM and the Speaker are trying to impress that
they are beyond the courts... shows their arrogance 

LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION YS JAGANMOHAN REDDY
AFTER YSRCP MLA RK ROJA WAS BARRED FROM ENTERING ANDHRA ASSEMBLY NEW DELHI, SATURDAY 19 MARCH 201606

NO ENTRY FOR ROJA IN
ANDHRA ASSEMBLY
YSRCP MLAS SUBMIT MEMORANDUM TO GUV FOR IGNORING HC ORDER
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Hyderabad, 18 March 

Despite an interim order of
the High Court allowing
YSRCP MLA RK Roja to
attend the ongoing session,
the legislator, under year-
long suspension,was denied
entry inside the Andhra
Pradesh Assembly today,
leading to sit in demon-
strations by the Opposition
MLAs. However, after a
close door meeting, Speak-
er Kodela Sivaprasad Rao
announced that the House
would take up the matter for
discussion on Monday and
directed that the interim
order of the High Court be
then circulated among the
MLAs.

There was high drama at
the gates in the morning as
women marshalls were
deployed to prevent Roja, the
most vocal among the Oppo-
sition MLAs, from entering
the premises. Leader of the
Opposition, Mr YS Jagan-
mohan Reddy argued with
the chief marshall asking
him to produce a written
order but the latter stuck to
his guns.

The YSRCP legislators
then approached the Assem-
bly secretary to whom Roja
had handed over the court
order but he, according to
YSRCP MLAs chose not to
act. Then the YSRCP MLAs
sat down in protest for two
hours within the Assembly
premises. They again sat on
a dharna in front of the
Gandhi statue before march-
ing to Raj Bhawan to sub-
mit a memorandum to the
governor and apprise him
about the incident. The gov-
ernor was however, away.
While the government side
has already filed an appeal
before a division bench

which will come up for hear-
ing on Monday, the YSRCP
said they would file for con-
tempt of court on Monday.

The House continued
with its business as usual
though no Opposition MLA
was present today. There
was a close door meeting of
the government side after
the chief minister arrived
and the Speaker later
announced that the matter
would be taken up for dis-
cussion on Monday. Leg-
islative affairs minister,
Yanamala Ramkrishnudu
echoed him saying the
entire House must discuss
the issue of Roja's suspen-

sion.
Roja was suspended from

the Assembly for a year, dur-
ing the winter session in
December last, for using
unparliamentary and abu-
sive language against cer-
tain TDP members, includ-
ing CM N Chandrababu
Naidu during a debate on
call money scandal.

Leader of the Opposi-
tion, Mr YS Jaganmohan
Reddy said: “The chief min-
ister and the Speaker are
trying to impress that they
are beyond the courts. This
only shows their arrogance
and defiance of the judi-
ciary.”

New Delhi, 18 March: Gold
traders and jewellers,whose
pan-India strike continued for
the 17th day today, said they
would not call off their indef-
inite strike till the government
rolls back one per cent excise
duty, but expressed willing-
ness to pay tax in some other
form. “We will continue this
strike indefinitely as we have
no other recourse.If we open
our shops,we have to comply
with the excise tax,which we
will bring back inspector raj
and 90 per cent of the indus-
try will be affected,”All India
Gems and Jewellery Trade
Federation (GJF) Director
Ashok Minawala told
reporters here.

He said,the industry is not
tax shy as they pay huge duty
of around Rs 30,000 crore
every year.

“We are ready to pay the
tax, which the government
wants to generate through the
excise,in some other alternate
format,” he added.

He said, the intention of
Finance Minister may be
good,but it (excise duty impo-
sition) is not notified,and also
the procedure to amend the
Excise Act accordingly is not
initiated. PTI

Shaktiman in safe
zone, police relieved
SWATI R SHARMA
swati_mrt@rediffmail.com

Dehradun, 18 March 

The policemen looking after
‘Shaktiman’ day and night
ever since he sustained
injury on 14 March during
BJP protest, are happy on
successful completion of
Shaktiman’s surgery. Shak-
timan is out of danger and
would stand on his own after
the transplant of the artifi-
cial leg.

Followed by the spread
of gangrene in his hind
leg, Uttarakhand’s mount-
ed police horse Shaktiman
was amputated on Thursday
night followed by a surgery.
A team of five doctors led
by Dr Feroz Khambatta of
Mumbai carried out the
operation.

Dr. Feroz is an expert sur-
geon having done similar
surgeries successfully in
the past. The only concern
is the weight of Shakti-
man, which is almost dou-
ble than the horses which
were operated earlier.

Shyam Singh, incharge
of Shaktiman had been
praying day and night for
his recovery. He is happy

that Shaktiman would now
stand on his own legs and
lead a normal life. Con-
trolling his emotions he
could barely say, “I am
Happy”.

“ Shaktiman is recover-
ing and with his recovery
every one in the force is
thrilled,” said SSP Dehradun
Dr Sadanand Daate. He is
taking a normal diet and is
on medicines. “ We tried to
do the best within our lim-
ited resources,” claimed
the SSP. Soon he would be
walking on his own and
would be given the duties
which he could do. “ Shak-
timan will continue to be a
part of the police force,” he
asserted saying “ We are
proud of him.”

The stout body white
complexioned horse Shak-
timan was an all-time
favourite and have been reg-
ularly taking part in parades
since he joined the force in
2006.

Lokayukta: SC shuns
Meghalaya HC verdict
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, 18 March

Supreme Court today came
down heavily on a Megha-
laya High Court verdict
staying certain provisions
of the eligibility criteria for
state Lokayukta after tak-
ing suo motu cognizance of
the matter, saying it was a
“sad, sad scenario” which
is “impermissible and unac-
ceptable” in law.

A bench headed by Jus-
tice Dipak Misra partly
set aside the High Court
order pertaining to the
stay of some provisions of
the Meghalaya Lokayukta
Act, 2014.

However, it concurred
with the High Court's direc-
tion on the issue of setting
up of the State Human
Rights Commission and
asked Meghalaya govern-
ment to make the panel
functional by end of June
this year.

The bench, also com-
prising Justice Shiva Kirti
Singh, termed as “clearly
impermissible” the suo
motu cognizance taken by
the High Court on the issue
pertaining to the appoint-
ment of Lokayukta and
constitutional validity of
certain provisions of the
Lokayukta Act.

Quoting several cases
and writings, the bench

said “the necessity has
arisen again for reiteration
of the fundamental prin-
ciple to be adhered to by a
Judge. It is because the
order impugned herein
presents a sad, sad sce-
nario, definitely and
absolutely an impermis-
sible and unacceptable
one.”

The apex court also said
the High Court, with an
“erroneous understand-
ing of fundamental prin-
ciple of law”, scanned the
legal provisions which is
“clearly impermissible”.

“Be it noted, the con-
stitutional courts can enter-
tain letter petitions and
deal with them as writ peti-
tions. But it will depend
upon the nature of the
issue sought to be advanced.
There cannot be uncon-
trolled or unguided exercise
of epistolary jurisdiction.

FACILITATOR
PLAN FOR ATVMS
TO CONTINUE
New Delhi, 18 March: Indian
Railways has decided to con-
tinue the facilitator scheme
that was introduced when
automatic ticket vending
machines (ATVMs) were
introduced.This was to facil-
itate passengers getting unre-
served tickets without man-
ual intervention.

In the initial phase,to pop-
ularise the use of smart
cards and to make the gen-
eral public accustomed to
using the ATVMs, the facil-
itator scheme was intro-
duced.

This decision was taken
in view of complaints that
the machines of facilitators
function properly whereas
those for general public
remained out of order.

Initially, instructions for
engaging facilitators on Cen-
tral & Western Railway were
issued and subsequently all
zonal railways were allowed
to engage facilitators.There-
after, the scheme was
reviewed from time to time.

Based on the feedback
received from zonal Railways
a decision to continue with
the scheme up to 31 March
2017 has been taken. SNS

SC refers AIBE to
Constitution bench
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, 18 March

The Supreme Court today
framed three issues for con-
sideration by its Constitu-
tion Bench in deciding the
challenge to the All India Bar
Exam (AIBE), which has
been made mandatory for
granting advocacy licence.

“Let it go to five-judge
Constitution Bench for
authoritative pronounce-
ment,” a three-judge bench
comprising Chief Justice 
T S Thakur and Justices R
Banumathi and U U Lalit
said.

The three questions to be
considered by the constitu-
tion bench are firstly,
whether Bar Council of
India (BCI) can prescribe a
pre-enrolment training in
terms of the BCI (Training)
Rules, 1995 as framed under
Section 24 (3)(d) of the Advo-
cates Act, 1961.

Secondly, whether a pre-
enrolment exam can be pre-
scribed by BCI as a condi-
tion precedent for enrol-
ment and, thirdly, if these
two questions are answered
in the negative,then whether
a post-enrolment exam can

be validly prescribed.
The Bench said the ques-

tions are of considerable
importance and all cases
relating to the challenge to
the AIBE stand transferred
to the Constitution Bench.

“We are of the view that
the questions call for deter-
mination by the Constitution
Bench and need to be
answered by the Constitu-
tion Bench. We, therefore
transfer it to the larger
bench,” it said.

The questions were
framed after taking sug-
gestions of the parties and
senior advocate K K Venu-
gopal, who is assisting the
court as amicus curiae in the
matter.

During the previous hear-
ings, the bench had said
“We want to settle this con-
troversy regarding pre-
enrolment training and post-
enrolment exam. If an
amendment to the Act is
needed, we will recommend
that.”

The bench was hearing
a batch of petitions seeking
quashing of a 2010 notifi-
cation by which lawyers
must clear the AIBE to get
an advocacy licence.

Leader of the Opposition YS Jaganmohan Reddy and RK Roja along with other YSRCP MLAs at the sit-in demonstration
in front of Gandhi statue. �SNS

JEWELLERS FIRM ON
STRIKE, READY FOR
ALTERNATE TAX



The budget for the Ganga would be
spent only for the cleaning of the river.

UNION WATER RESOURCES MINISTER UMA BHARTI 
ON A COMPREHENSIVE ACTION PLAN TO CLEAN UP THE GANGA 07NEW DELHI, SATURDAY 19 MARCH 2016

DEEPA PITTED AGAINST MAMATA
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
New Delhi, 18 March

The Congress party today an-
nounced the second list of
its candidates, numbering
42, for the upcoming West
Bengal assembly elections,
fielding Deepa Dasmunshi
as its candidate against the
chief minister and Trinamul
supremo, Mamata Bane-
rjee, in the Bhawanipur
constituency in Kolkata.

The BJP has declared
Chandra Kumar Bose, Sub-
hash Chandra Bose's grand-
nephew, as its candidate
against Miss Banerjee in
Bhawanipur.

The name of the Bengal
Congress leader Om Prakash
Mishra had been doing the
rounds earlier as the party's
nominee in the prestigious
Bhawanipur seat against
Miss Banerjee, who is seek-
ing re-election from there,

but its leadership finally
firmed up Deepa's name af-
ter she met Congress pres-
ident Sonia Gandhi here
yesterday.

A former Lok Sabha MP
from Bengal's Raiganj,Deepa
is wife of the former Union
minister and senior Con-
gress leader, Priya Ranjan
Dasmunshi, who has been
an invalid for the last sev-
eral years.

The Congress is fight-
ing the April-May Bengal as-

sembly polls under seat ad-
justment with the CPM-led
Left in order to together
give a stiff challenge to the
ruling Trinamul.

On 15 March, the Con-
gress leadership had de-
clared the first list of its can-
didates, numbering 43, for
the Bengal elections.

A senior All India Con-
gress Committee (AICC)
leader said the Congress
will contest about 94 seats
for the 294-member Bengal

assembly polls, thereby leav-
ing about 200 remaining
seats for the Left to contest
across the state.

With today's announce-
ment of its second list of can-
didates,9 more Congress can-
didates' names are to be de-
clared in coming days. "We
may even have friendly
fights with the Left's candi-
dates in a few constituencies,
although some party lead-
ers are of the view that we
should avoid such a confu-
sion," the AICC leader said.

The party leader original-
ly supposed to contest from
Bhawanipur, Mr Mishra is
widely considered to be a key
proponent of the Congress
alliance with the  Left in or-
der to take on the Trinamul
in Bengal. The Trinamul's
vote base had reportedly
shown a significant dip in
the 2014 Lok Sabha polls in
Bhawanipur.

New Delhi, 18 March: The Su-
preme Court today issued
notice to the Central govern-
ment on a plea seeking estab-
lishment of hospitals in ev-
ery state and Union Territo-
ry for exclusive treatment
and care of AIDS patients.

A bench of Justices Jagd-
ish Singh Khehar and C Na-
gappan issued notice on a PIL
by senior counsel Mr Parma-
nand Katara who had also
sought establishment of AIDS
testing and treatment clinic
in every district in the coun-
try.

The notice has also been
issued to the World Health Or-
ganisation (WHO), which as
the advocate said, could pro-
vide resources and expertise
in setting up such hospitals.

Seeking setting up of at
least one hospital in every state
and Union Territory at par
with the All India Institute of
Medical Sciences for the ex-
clusive treatment of HIV pos-
itive and AIDS patients, Mr
Katara has also sought estab-
lishment of AIDS testing and
treatment clinics in every
district level jail as well as cen-
tral jails.

Addressing the court in his
PIL, he sought to justify his
plea,telling the court that due
to ignorance and stigma at-
tached to them, AIDS pa-
tients suffer a lot of discrim-
ination in their treatment
and care.He told the court that
even doctors treat them as un-
touchables and don't give
them treatment. SNS

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
New Delhi, 18 March

Under a new set of rules on
plastic waste management no-
tified today, the minimum
thickness of plastic carry
bags has been increased from
40 microns to 50 microns.An-
nouncing the notifying of
the Plastic Waste Manage-
ment Rules, 2016, in sup-
pression of the earlier Plas-
tic Waste (Management and
Handling) Rules, 2011, Min-
ister of State for Environ-
ment, Forest and Climate
Change,Mr Prakash Javade-
kar,said the rules,which were
admissible upto municipal
areas, have now been exten-
ded to all villages.

The increased thickness
under the new rules would
also facilitate collection and
recycling of plastic waste.The
rules would also bring in the
responsibilities of producers
and generators in waste man-
agement by introducing a col-
lect back system of plastic
waste.

Stating that this was a part
of the revamping of all Waste
Management Rules, Mr Jav-
adekar said, "This will help
in achieving the vision of
Prime Minister of Swacchh
Bharat and that cleanliness
is the essence of health and
tourism." The minister said
15,000 tonnes of plastic waste
was generated every day, out
of which 9, 000 tonnes is col-
lected and processed, but 6,
000 tonnes of plastic waste
is not being collected.

The Plastic Waste Manage-
ment Rules, 2016, also aim to
promote use of plastic waste
for road construction as per
Indian Road Congress guide-
lines for gainful utilisation of
waste and also address the
waste disposal issue.

Stating that an eco-friend-
ly product, which is a com-
plete substitute of plastic
in all uses, has not been
found till date, the minister
said in the absence of a suit-
able alternative, it is im-
practical and undesirable
to impose a blanket ban on
the use of plastic all over the
country. The real challenge
is to improve plastic waste
management systems, he
added.

The ministry had ini-
tially notified the Recycled
Plastic Manufacture and Us-
age Rules in 1999, which was
mainly on manufacturing
and usage of plastic carry
bags.It was specified that the
minimum thickness of plas-
tic bags should be of 20 mi-
crons. The Plastic Waste
(Management and Handling)
Rules,2011, laid down certain
conditions for manufactur-
ing, stocking, sale and use of
plastic carry bags and sachets,
which were required to be
monitored and implemen-
ted by the State Pollution Con-
trol Boards/ Municipal Au-
thorities. It specified that
the minimum thickness of
plastic bags should be of 40
microns. This was to facili-
tate its collection and recy-
cle. However, the implemen-

tation of these rules was
not so effective because the
ambit of these rules was
limited to notified municipal
areas whereas today, the
plastic has reached to our ru-
ral areas also.There were no
provisions on responsibili-
ty of waste generators. The
rules did not address the
promotion of conversion of
waste to useful resources.
Though, it provided for Ex-
tended Producers Respon-
sibility for the establish-
ment of waste management
system and pricing of carry
bags,those were not exercised
by the local authorities as it
was simply left at the discre-
tion of municipal authorities.

To implement these rules
more effectively and to give
thrust on plastic waste min-
imization, source segrega-
tion, recycling, involving
waste pickers, recyclers and
waste processors in collection
of plastic waste and adopt pol-
luter pays principle for the
sustainability of the waste
management system, the
Centre reviewed the existing
rules and drafted revised
rules. Stakeholders' consul-
tation meets were organised
in New Delhi, Mumbai and
Kolkata, wherein major As-
sociations, industrial units,
experts in various fields
were invited. Based on the
suggestions and objections
received, which were exam-
ined by a Working Group,the
Plastic Waste Management
Rules, 2016 have come into
force.

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
New Delhi, 18 March

The main Opposition Con-
gress tonight went hammer
and tongs at the Narendra
Modi government over its de-
cision to slash interest rates
on virtually all small savings
schemes ~ including term
and recurring saving depos-
its, Public Provident Fund
(PPF),Kisan Vikas Patra,Na-
tional Savings Certificate
and senior citizens deposits
~ to make them more "mar-
ket-aligned".

"The Modi government
seems hell-bent on fleecing
the ordinary poor,middle and
lower-middle class of the
country.... It is a criminal
breach of trust with hapless
people who put their mon-
ey in the custody of the Gov-
ernment of India in the be-
lief that they will not be

cheated," the All India Con-
gress Committee (AICC)'s
chief spokesman Randeep
Surjewala charged,accusing
the government of "hitting
hard" common people, em-
ployees, farmers, women,
daily-wage earners, senior
citizens, and small traders.

Referring to the recent
"escape" of liquor baron Vi-
jay Mallya out of the coun-
try despite "wilfully" de-
faulting over Rs 9,000 crore
of PSU banks' loans, the

Congress charged that
the government was alleged-
ly helping black money

evaders, but targeting or-
dinary citizens.

Mr Surjewala accused
the government of first cre-
ating, along with the Sangh
Parivar, "controversies" and
"diversionary atmosphere"
before introducing "these
anti-people policies on the
sly".

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
recommendation to the Speaker to
consider making it a Money Bill is
that of the government,” Mr Ramesh
said.

He also pointed out that two
examples of Money Bills that the FM
gave to Parliament ~ the Juvenile Jus-
tice Bill of 1986 and the African Devel-
opment Bank Bill of 1983 passed by
the then Congress governments ~  to
justify the Aadhaar Bill being cat-
egorised as a Money Bill turned down
to be “erroneous and false”.

He said the Congress was not
opposed to the Aadhaar Bill, but it
wanted the legislation to have its five
amemedments.

On the issue of the pending GST
constitutional amendment Bill, Mr

Ramesh alleged that the BJP-led
government had been making “only
half-hearted, going-through-the-
motions” to engage with the Congress
leadership.

Repeating the Congress’s three-
point demands as a condition to
support the GST Bill, he claimed that
a large section of the BJP was itself
opposed to this

reform measure and that the rul-
ing party only allegedly wanted to
make the Congress a “fall guy” for
its non-passage.

In his Facebook statement on the
Aadhaar legislation, Mr Jaitley
maintained that this 2016 Bill had
significantly improved the original
2010 version drafted by the then
Congress-led UPA government.

“The 2016 (Aadhaar) law... con-
tained stringent provisions both
substantially and procedurally with
regard to the Right of Privacy. The
core bio-metric information can-
not be shared with any person even
with the consent of the Aadhaar card
holder,” Mr Jaitley said.

“‘National Security’ is the only
ground on which a Competent
Authority can share this informa-
tion. Every decision of the Compe-
tent Authority has to be reviewed by
a Committee comprising of the Cab-
inet Secretary, the Law Secretary and
the Secretary, Information Tech-
nology before it is given effect,” the
FM added, even as he rejected the
amendments proposed by the Con-
gress.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
Monthly Income Account will fetch
7.8 per cent as opposed to 8.4 per cent
now.

“This is being done to make small
saving interest rates more market
linked and more market aligned,” Das
told reporters.

Asked when banks will cut rates,
he said, “Banks will have to decide
on their own. Government has given
signals to them. It is for the banks to
take decision and move forward.”

Post Office term deposits of one,
two and three years command an
interest rate of 8.4 per cent but from
April 1, a one-year Time Deposit
will get 7.1 per cent, two-year Time
Deposit will earn 7.2 per cent and 3-
Year Time Deposit will attract inter-
est of 7.4 per cent.

Five-year time deposit will fetch
7.9 per cent interest in the first quar-
ter as against 8.5 per cent while the
same on five-year recurring deposit
has been slashed to 7.4 per cent from
8.4 per cent.

“On the basis of the decisions of
the government, interest rates for
small savings schemes are to be noti-
fied on quarterly basis,” the order said
announcing the rates for the first quar-
ter of fiscal 2016-17.

The government had on 16 Feb-
ruary announced moving small sav-
ing interest rates closer to market
rates. On that day, rates on short-term
post office deposits was cut by 0.25
per cent but long-term instruments
such as MIS, PPF, senior citizen and
girl child schemes were left untouched.

Post office savings of 1, 2 and 3 year
term deposits, Kisan Vikas Patra
(KVP) as well as 5-year Recurring
Deposits till now earned 0.25 per
cent higher interest than the gov-
ernment securities of similar tenures.

This advantage has been with-
drawn with effect from April 1, 2016,
the Finance Ministry said.

In February, the government had
stated that the cut in small savings
interest rate would help the econo-
my move to “a lower overall interest

rate regime eventually and thereby
help all, particularly low-income
and salaried classes”.

The government has also per-
mitted premature closure of PPF
accounts “in genuine cases”, like seri-
ous ailment or higher education of
children.

“This shall be permitted with a
penalty of 1 per cent reduction in inter-
est payable on the whole deposit and
only for the accounts having completed
five years from the date of opening,”
it added.

The interest rate for every quar-
ter would be decided on the 15th of
the preceding month.

So, for the April-June quarter,
rates should have been set on March
15 but they were delayed. The rates
for April-June quarter are based on
G-Sec rates that prevailed in the pre-
vious three months — that is Decem-
ber, January and February.

Interest rate for July-September
quarter will be announced on June
15, Das said.

Congress slams small 
savings' interest  rate cuts

New rules increase minimum
thickness of plastic carry bags

Govt showed ‘utter contempt’...

Interest rates...SC notice on hospitals
for AIDS patients



SIR, This is in response to the
report, “NGT clears AOL fest
on Yamuna riverbed” (10
March). The National Green
Tribunal (NGT) has imposed a
heavy fine on the Art of Living
(AOL) foundation, which
organised a cultural festival on
the ecologically fragile, flood
plain of the river. The construc-
tion activities in connection
with the festival can cause
irreparable damage to the
river’s ecosystem. A stiff finan-
cial penalty is unlikely to serve
as an effective deterrent to the
establishments ~ civil, political
or defence ~ that remain indif-
ferent to the country’s environ-
mental challenge.

The NGT’s order also sets a
dangerous precedent. It could
encourage citizens as well as
institutions to believe that they
can get away with gross viola-
tion of established environ-
mental stipulations by paying a
fine. The event was cleared by
the NGT although it under-
mines an earlier order of the
tribunal. It may not be too late
to undo the damage. The offi-
cial pussyfooting has been
matched by the hypocrisy of
the executive.

The chief minister of
Delhi has claimed the mantle of
a green warrior in the public
domain with his odd-even for-
mula to tackle emission. But
two agencies of the Delhi gov-
ernment have been accountable
for facilitating the illegal activ-
ities.

The defence ministry’s
willingness to allow the army
to build pontoon bridges for Sri
Sri Ravi Shankar’s festival is
quite astonishing. The silence
of political parties, the sup-
posed saviours of farmers, on

the allegation of forcible land
acquisition for the show
reveals the extent of their
insincerity.

Yours, etc., NC Ghosh,
Madanpur, 11 March.

GENDER BALANCE

SIR, Apropos “Gender busi-
ness” (5 March), the IMF’s find-
ings advocate the hiring of
women and bringing about con-
formity between genders.
“Gender inequality is found to
be highest in low-income and
developing countries that will
eventually gain the most if the
skewed gender ratio is correct-
ed”, its report has observed.
Employment generation can
alone address the problem of
gender inequality. The editorial
states: “Research in social sci-
ences has begun to distinguish
between benevolent sexism and
hostile sexism.”

Yours, etc., Tapan Patra,
South 24-Parganas, 11 March.

DUBIOUS DISTINCTION 

SIR, The BJP government at
the Centre has incurred the

dubious distinction for duplici-
ty, artful demagogy for not
implementing pledges, and
speeches that are essentially
for the birds. It is trying to
implement the RSS agenda of
converting India ~ from a secu-
lar democratic republic to a
Hindu state.

It aims at destroying our
precious composite culture. Its
ministers and leaders have
launched a hate campaign
against Muslims. They  deliver
highly provocative speeches
that can ignite  anti-Muslim
riots. One glaring example  is
the Dadri tragedy. The Prime
Minister has failed to rein in
some of his ministers.

Yours, etc., M Hashim Kidwai,
New Delhi, 14 March.

SEDITION LAW

SIR, Rajinder Sachar in his
article ,”Repeal sedition law” (7
March) has remarked that all
parties should acknowledge the
importance of public morality
in politics in order to repeal the
sedition law which has been
described as an anachronism.
There is little or no political

morality within the political
class primarily because there is
no link between word and deed.
The police are unable to take
action against any ruling politi-
cal leader.

No ruling party will agree
to repeal the sedition law for its
own sake. So, the sedition law
under Section 124(A) cannot be
repealed by any government as
it is a weapon of oppression
against any political opposition
or criticism of the establish-
ment.

It is a condition that deter-
mines freedom of speech to
ensure that a constitutional
right does not go against the
government. It is an open ques-
tion whether the law is repea-
led or retained in the Constitu-
tion.

Yours, etc., Dilip Kumar
Dutta, Midnapore, 8 March.

MADE IN CHINA

SIR, The front-page report on
14 March to the effect that 50
per cent of India’s smart phone
market is overshadowed by
supplies from China is a dis-
tressing piece of news. Prices

are falling at the cost of the
Indian company, Micromax.
Several top executives have
already resigned and this is a
matter of serious public con-
cern. This development
reminds me of the report on 
27 April 2015 in The Statesman.
It stated that “Mr Ratan Tata
has made substantial invest-
ment in leading Chinese com-
pany Xiaomi, a smart mobile
producer. The Chinese authori-
ties have announced Mr Tata’s
participation in the manage-
ment. This Chinese company
has the potential to become the
No. One mobile manufacturer
in the world in three to five
years’ time. The moderate price
of a handset ~ Mi41 ~ was
declared to be Rs 12,999”.

Mr Tata’s participation and
huge investment would no
doubt earn foreign exchange
for the country, but at the cost
of Indian consumers and the
economy. At stake is the fate of
Indian companies, a large num-
ber of workers, and the ancil-
lary units.

Yours, etc., Kanailal
Bhowmick,

Kolkata, 14 March.
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Farmer’s plight
he recent suicide of 26-year-old Ariyalur
farmer Azhagar and the manhandling and
seizure of a tractor from G Balan, a Than-
javur farmer, for non-payment of loan in

time, expose the futility of Union Finance Minis-
ter allocating Rs 9 lakh crore “to ensure adequate
and timely flow of credit to farmers,” without a
mechanism to monitor its disbursal. Azhagar had
taken a loan of Rs 7 lakh from a finance company
to buy a tractor and paid back Rs 5 lakh but
defaulted in payment of the remaining instal-
ments. Instead of giving him more time, the
finance company seized the tractor. Having lost his
sole source of income, he chose death to starva-
tion. In the case of Balan, the finance company
used the police to assault him into submission
before seizing his tractor for which it had extend-
ed a loan. Public sector banks are reluctant to
grant agricultural loans to small farmers and pro-
cedures laid down are cumbersome and time con-
suming. Though they charge an interest of 14 per
cent against 17 to 21 per cent charged by private
finance companies, farmers prefer the latter
because the processing fee is around Rs 3,500 only
and loans are disbursed in two to three days
against three to six months taken by the banks.
Nationalised banks insist on registering loan
transaction documents with the government’s reg-
istration department paying a stamp duty of about
Rs 12,000. The loan waiver announced by the UPA
government a decade ago is another reason why
public sector banks are loath to sanction loans to
farmers.

The agricultural sector is subjected to the
vagaries of the monsoon and lack of adequate irri-
gation. Non-repayment of agricultural loans
extended to farmers and use of coercion by the
financial institutions to recover the money should
be viewed dispassionately from the point of view
of the farmer as well as the lender. No financial
institution can survive if loans are not repaid with
reasonable interest. Coercive methods like the use
of strongmen or the police to recover loans should
be eschewed. Financial institutions should be con-
siderate to farmers in distress and make a distinc-
tion between small farmers who do their own cul-
tivation and those holding large tracts of land and
employing labourers to work on their fields. At the
same time, farmers should realise that it is their
duty to repay loans with appropriate interest
according to agreed terms and conditions. In dis-
tress situations it is the duty of the government to
come to the aid of the farmer. While the announce-
ment of the Finance Minister setting apart Rs 9
lakh crore to ensure flow of credit to farmers is
welcome, the government should put in place a
monitoring system to check whether farmers
receive loans in time. Big farmers get loans in
crores of rupees to buy sugarcane, wheat and
paddy harvesters but the banks look the other way
when small and marginal farmers approach them
for loans. If the entire amount of Rs 9 lakh crore is
used for those who need loans the most, suicide by
farmers will become a thing of the past.

Butchery in Peshawar
here is a cruel irony inherent in Wednes-
day’s bedlam and butchery in Peshawar. The
surgical strike by terrorists at a bus carry-
ing government staff to office was on the

face of it an attack on a symbol of the State. On
closer reflection, the outrage has happened barely
48 hours after the GHQ in Rawalpindi announced
that Operation Zarb-i-Azb was being called off in
FATA ~ the federally administered territorial
authority. The banned TTP, the homegrown Tal-
iban outfit, has claimed responsibility and the
awesome signal that has been emitted across the
subcontinent and further afield must be that
despite the military offensive, the Taliban in Pak-
istan has not been brought to its knees. Far from
it. So while the army plans to discontinue combat
operations in the tribal belt, countering terrorism
in the rest of the country remains a forbidding
challenge. Wednesday’s outrage conveys a distinct
message to the army no less ~ the militants have
confirmed that the bomb attack on the bus, that
killed no fewer than 17 government employees,
was a retaliatory strike to avenge the death sen-
tences signed by the army chief against 13 terror-
ists earlier this week. The notoriously rough-and-
ready justice, meted out by the military courts, has
driven the innocents quicker to death than it has
sent the militants to the gallows. This is the tragic
dichotomy that both the civil and military admin-
istrations must address. Over the past several
months, the nature of such justice has been stout-
ly condemned by Pakistan’s civil society as well.

It is a truism of terrorist activity that for every
militant killed, two are born. Between them, Oper-
ation Zarb-i-Azb coupled with military justice
have only served to reinforce the sinister design of
the militants, who have yet again targeted the
innocents in the chronically volatile Af-Pak
region. While it is generally agreed that the terror-
ists might be scattered or on the run in the wake of
the army’s intervention in domestic strife, it is
direly palpable that the Pakistan Taliban have not
lost either the will or the wherewithal to strike.
Victory against militancy is far from over and the
internal conflict could be almost relentless. Imper-
ative therefore is coordinated action by the mili-
tary and the civilian government. Is the GHQ con-
templating a change in strategy? For if the upshot
of the corps commanders’ conference is any indi-
cation, the renewal of operations in FATA will
depend on intelligence data. The butchery in
Peshawar, in the nerve-centre of terrorist activity,
points to a lapse of the intelligence network, civil
as much as military. Innocent men, women and
children are paying the price in blood. This, suc-
cinctly, is the tragedy of Pakistan’s fight against
militancy.

t must have taken remarkable political will for the Nawaz
Sharif government in Pakistan to have carried out the
death sentence affirmed by the country’s highest court to
Mumtaz Qadri, the killer of Salman Taseer. Once Gover-

nor of the Punjab province, Taseer was killed by his own
bodyguard, Qadri, for canvassing against a death sentence
for Asiya Bibi, a Christian woman convicted under the
country’s draconian blasphemy law. Qadri was showered
with rose petals for his bravado, perceived by many as an
honourable act and a religious duty. At Qadri’s funeral in
Pakistan last week, tens of thousands of mourners
thronged the streets to protest
against the execution and hon-
our the great ghazi or warrior.
They included lawyers and
businessmen. No matter which
side one belongs to on the
debate over capital punish-
ment, it must be acknowledged
that it took courageous judges
in Pakistan to convict Qadri
and a tough government to
carry out the sentence.

There is a tragic twist of
destiny to the Taseer killing.
Nearly ninety years ago,
Taseer’s father, the celebrated
Urdu poet Mohammed-din
Taseer, garnered support for a
murder accused by the name of
Ilm Deen. Ilm Deen was tried
for stabbing to death Mahashe
Rajpal, the publisher of a book
titled Rangeela Rasoul. The
book was deeply insulting of
Prophet Mohammed and is
believed to have been a
response to a representation of
Sita as a prostitute. Moham-
mad Ali Jinnah appeared for
Ilm Deen, a carpenter by pro-
fession, but failed to save his
client from the gallows. Deen,
like Qadri, was celebrated as a ghazi and among those to
attend his funeral were Allama Iqbal who delivered a grave-
side eulogy. Taseer’s father who had raised funds for Deen’s
defence, donated the shroud in which he was buried. Histo-
ry seemed to come a cruel full circle at Qadri’s funeral.

Last year in Mumbai, crowds swelled at the funeral of
Yakub Memon. Memon was convicted as a conspirator in
the 1993 Bombay blasts carried out to avenge the destruction
of the Babari  Masjid. Although the debate continues on the
propriety of the death sentence, the fact remains that it was
carried out only after his lawyers, a galaxy of them, got
repeated rounds of hearing before the Supreme Court, the
last, in the very early hours of the day scheduled for his exe-
cution. There was no sloganeering at this funeral but the
quiet support was hard to miss. Memories of that  namaz e
janaza resonated with the recent JNU episode when
reports appeared of placards with slogans such as “how
many Yakub Memons could the State kill” and “for each

Yakub Memon killed, hundreds
of Yakub Memons will take
birth in each home”.

We live in communally
charged times. Everyday
reports appear of some vitriolic
and hateful utterance or the
other, not least by a handful of
elected representatives. A group
of former judges and eminent
citizens from Mumbai have
recently written to the Chief
Justice of India urging the Supreme Court to take suo motu
notice of incidents of hate speech. Amidst this debate per-
haps it is also necessary to examine more closely and define
more precisely what insults to religion under provisions of
our Penal Code mean and whether these can be applied with
an even hand for all religions and religious communities
which inhabit the country.

As a fall-out of the JNU debate, emerged a pamphlet
said to have been circulated in the campus to commemorate
“Mahisasur Martyrdom Day”. The pamphlet, confirmed by
the Registrar at JNU to have been circulated in the campus,
lauds Mahisasur as “a brave and self-respecting leader” and
refers to Durga as “a sex worker” who “enticed Mahisasur
into marriage and killed him after nine nights of honey-
mooning during sleep”. A furore  ensued in Parliament
when the pamphlet was read aloud by the HRD minister.
Later, many persons publicly defended the pamphlet since
Mahisasur, according to them, is regarded as a hero by cer-

tain sections of society.
Indeed, so is Ravana wor-
shipped in Sri Lanka and
parts of India. But that can
hardly justify why Durga, wor-
shipped by millions of people
across India, should be
referred to as a sex worker (no
offence to sex workers). That
too should qualify as hate
speech but was instead deflect-
ed into the “fair-skinned”
Aryan versus “dark skinned”
Dravidian debate.

Last year, the Supreme
Court rightly allowed a peti-
tion seeking lifting of a ban in
the State of Kerala on the
world famous musical, Jesus
Christ Superstar. The musical
had been banned in the State
several years on protests that
the play makes several offen-
sive allusions to Christ and
Mary Magdalene. But given
the popularity of the musical
in India and abroad, the court
thought the continued ban
quite pointless. Likewise, The
Da Vinci Code escaped a ban
despite challenges in Indian
courts.

When the horrific terror attack took place at the  Char-
lie Hebdo office in Paris, a few Indian commentators while
condemning the killing of journalists, were also deeply crit-
ical of the offensive speech by Charlie Hebdo, implying that
they had invited the situation upon themselves. Perhaps
they did not know that the French notion of free speech is
far more robust than our own in India. There was relative
silence on Durga though. It is very difficult and perhaps
undesirable to prosecute every religious insult and perhaps
as a society we ought to be more robust in our responses to
one another. But selective political correctness and the
application of different standards to different cases is only
likely to breed anger and more hate, and irrational respons-
es of the kind we now complain of.

l Gore was scheduled
to speak at a
conference in
Manila this week, but

news that the environmental
activist and former US vice
president arrived in the 
Philippines last Saturday still
caught most of the media 
unaware. Gore first flew to
Tacloban, Leyte, site of one 
of the world’s most 
devastating  storms on 
record; this week in Manila,
he is presiding over the
leadership training of some
700 “climate warriors” from
all over Asia, organised by
the US nongovernmental
organisation Climate Reality
Project which he founded and
chairs.

The visit to Tacloban
served to swerve the 
spotlight back to the province
that, in 2013, bore the horrific

brunt 
of Super-
typhoon
“Yolanda”

(international name: Haiyan),
the unprecedented scale 
and power of which, many 
scientists said, appeared to her-
ald a new age of ever more
destructive disruptions in the
world ecosystem due to the
damage created by climate
change.

Specifically, as the 
planet continues to grow
warmer, its oceans are 
projected not only to rise to
inundate vast tracts of coast-
lines and low-lying communi-
ties, but also to churn up
storms of greater strength 
and ferocity, inflicting 
displacement and hardship on
millions of people 
unprepared for such wrenching
changes.

In this perfect storm of ris-
ing tides and bigger typhoons,
the Philippines appears to be
an unfortunate frontliner, as an
archipelago in the Pacific. “The
ocean waters around the Philip-
pines are warming faster than
anywhere else on the planet,”
said Gore.
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IT IS VERY DIFFICULT AND PERHAPS UNDESIRABLE
TO PROSECUTE EVERY RELIGIOUS INSULT AND 
PERHAPS AS A SOCIETY WE OUGHT TO BE MORE
ROBUST IN OUR RESPONSES TO ONE ANOTHER.
BUT SELECTIVE POLITICAL CORRECTNESS AND THE
APPLICATION OF DIFFERENT STANDARDS TO 
DIFFERENT CASES IS ONLY LIKELY TO BREED
ANGER AND MORE HATE, AND IRRATIONAL
RESPONSES OF THE KIND WE NOW COMPLAIN OF

A member of the

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

NGT  order  a  dangerous  precedent

I

ENDEMIC INTOLERANCE
SIR, India is supposed to be intolerant. Yet there was an outcry
in the form of award wapsi in the wake of the beef controver-
sy and the Dadri killing.

Where is the  liberal, large-hearted, secular, enlightened
brigade when one after the other the members of the minority
community are being hacked to death in public places, their
homes and offices in Bangladesh? The latest in the list is a 50-
year-old  priest and two devotees in a temple. Imagine this hap-
pening to a member of a minority (though they can hardly be
called thus in many West Bengal  districts) community in a
minority place of worship! We are an intolerant nation indeed!

Yours, etc., Enakshi Ghosh, Kolkata, 22 February.

Punishing hate speech

ANNUAL WEAVERS Sale is on at
Jailakshmi. 10% � 20% � 40% discount
on  all  new  arrivals.  133-E  and  149,
Rashbehari  Avenue.  Sunday  open.

(BPL592)

PERSONAL TRADE

BASU P. K. � Respectfully remembered
on  his  27th  death  anniversary  on
March  16,  2016.  By  members  of  the
family  and  staff  of  Central  Land.

(PL593)

IN MEMORIAM



arish Chandra Singh Rawat, who
took over as the seventh Chief
Minister of the hill state of
Uttarakhand on 1 February 2014,
from his Congress party col-
league Vijay Bahuguna, had
been five time Member of Parlia-
ment and is a prominent leader
of the state having risen from
the grassroots.

The 68-year-old Rawat served
as Union Minister of Water
Resources in the Cabinet of
Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh. He also worked as Minis-
ter of State for Parliamentary
Affairs, Agriculture, Food Pro-
cessing Industries and Labour &
Employment.

Born in Mohanari village
near Chaunalia in Almora dis-
trict of then United Provinces,
Rawat began his early political
career at the village level, and
after having been a trade union-
ist and an Indian Youth Con-
gress member for many years, he
joined Parliament in 1980 as a
member of the 7th Lok Sabha by
defeating BJP veteran Murli
Manohar Joshi from Almora. He
was also elected to the 8th and
9th Lok Sabhas.

In 2000, he was unanimously
elected president of Uttarak-
hand Pradesh Congress Commit-
tee and remained there until he
was replaced by Yashpal Arya.
In 2002, he was elected as a mem-
ber of the Rajya Sabha. In the
2009 general election, he left his
traditional stronghold of Almo-
ra, after it became a reserved
seat post delimitation, to contest
from Haridwar, and won the elec-
tion by over 3.3 lakh votes.

Rawat spoke to SRI KRISH-
NA on various issues ranging

from the ongoing JNU controver-
sy to Centre-state relations.
How do you view Centre-State
relations in today’s scenario?

The Centre may be very
friendly towards BJP-ruled
states or NDA ruled states, but as
far as Congress-ruled states are
concerned or states which are
ruled by Opposition parties, the
government is not taking care of
our financial or other problems.
In fact the NITI Aayog which has
come in place of the Planning
Commission has become very
ineffective. The government is
not even listening to the recom-
mendations made by the NITI
Aayog.

Earlier, when there was a
Planning Commission, it used to
discuss various matters with the
States and they used to get set-
tled then and there. Subsequent-
ly, the Planning Commission
used to get the concurrence from
Finance Ministry. However, all
that has changed and now every-
thing is decided by the Prime
Minister’s Office (PMO).

It is but natural that the Cen-
tre is not friendly to the Opposi-
tion-ruled states but at least they
should acknowledge that the

states’ growth too matters. For
the development of the country,
there should be development of
the states too.

What is your view on the
ongoing JNU issue?

For political reasons, Delhi
Police and the Central Govern-
ment have blown this issue out
of proportion. If there was any
sloganeering which was prejudi-
cial to the Indian state, it should
take action against those who
have made such statements. But,
unnecessarily they have regis-
tered a case against JNU stu-
dents’ union president Kanhaiya
Kumar even when there is no
evidence. In fact, even the so-
called CD they found turned out
to be doctored. Now it is up to
the Central Government to find
out why Delhi Police has acted
like this. It is for the Centre to
decide.

What is your view of the
repeated attacks on Congress
leaders and party vice presi-
dent Rahul Gandhi by the
BJP?

We are happy. The Prime
Minister is now again and again

attacking our leader Rahul
Gandhi and thus he is acknowl-
edging his emerging power and
stature. I feel happy that my
leader is now giving some sleep-
less nights to the Prime Minister.
Now he is explaining the behav-
iour and conduct of the govern-
ment. The Prime Minister had
said when he comes to power he
would unearth everything that is
black but now they have devel-
oped a scheme where everything
is black.

How is your party’s prepara-
tion for the assembly elec-
tions in Uttarakhand which
are due in about ten to 11
months from now?

We are in a good position
and I am confident that we will
do well. We have another 10 to 12
months to go and the way we are
moving people are happy.

Since the Kedarnath disaster
took place, what steps have
you taken to improve the
area? You have said the Char
Dham will take place
throughout the year.

Even today you find a lot of
people are visiting Kedarnath,
the winter abode of Lord Kedar.
Last year more than 10 lakh peo-
ple visited Kedarnath and more
than one crore people have visit-
ed the Char Dham. At the time of
Maha Shivratri, more than 20
lakh people had visited the
shrine.

After the Kedarnath tragedy
there were reports about flow
of pilgrims being checked and
that there would be registra-
tion of pilgrims embarking

on the Char Dham yatra.
I can say one thing, we have

taken all precautions wherever it
is possible. Till we resumed the
yatra, no body was found. There
was hardly any claim also from
the families who had lost their
members.

Are you registering people
going for the yatra?

We have started registering
the pilgrims since last year. We
have also started an app to
enable people visiting the Char
Dham to get better facilities.

Apart from Char Dham, what
are the other tourist spots
that you are developing in the
state?

Earlier there was a scheme
in which the Central govern-
ment used to finance tourism
schemes but now they have
stopped. Anyway we are doing it
our way. We have three organisa-
tions which are focusing on vari-
ous aspects of tourism ranging
from cultural to adventure and
eco-tourism and we have also
started Himalayan tourism.
Recently we started white water
rafting in two more places apart
from Shivpuri near Rishikesh
and also a paragliding event.

We shall also be focusing on
eco-tourism and wildlife tourism
which would include leopard
safari and a lot of other activi-
ties.

What is your view on this
ongoing debate about toler-
ance and intolerance?

Tolerance is part of
Sanathan Dharma and Hindu
culture is known for its toler-
ance but some people feel they
can impose their views on oth-
ers. However, the moment you
think you can impose your
thinking on others than it means
you are no longer tolerant. In
parliamentary democracy intol-
erance has no place. But now in
this country, these people think
only they are right and they are
the only persons who have any
place in society.
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OCCASIONAL

NOTE

The correspondent who has drawn
attention through our columns to
certain kinema films recently
exhibited in Calcutta undoubtedly
places his finger upon a serious
weakness in the regulation of this
popular form of amusement in
India. In England all films are
passed by an expert board of cen-
sors voluntarily installed by the
film companies themselves, with a
view to minimising the danger of
degrading the picture drama. It
cannot be said that even with the
aid of the censorship they have
altogether succeeded in eliminat-
ing the objectionable element, with
special reference to the comic films
exhibited, and this fact renders it
all the more desirable that the Indi-
an public should receive a larger
measure of protection than they
now enjoy. The film censor in India
is the local police authority, and
although it may be said to dis-
charge its functions as well as, or
even better than, could be expected
of it, many questionable pictures
must, and as a matter of fact, do,
slip through its meshes. We are
convinced that the proprietors of
kinema theatres in India are in no
way behind their English con-
geners in the desire to keep their
entertainments select, and it is a
matter for consideration whether
they might not follow the Home
example and ask for an ad hoc cen-
sorship, which would view films
with a special eye to what is desir-
able for presentation to Indian
houses.

CORDITE

FACTORY

TRAGEDY

(From Our Correspondent)
Coonoor, Mar 18

The Assistant Superintendent of
Police conducted an investigation
into the cause of the recent fatal
accident at the cordite factory. The
evidence went to show that a leak-
age at the acid section of the 
factory having been detected,
Sergeant Beach and Chargeman
Francis, with a pit cooly named
Guruswamy, were attempting to
rectify the leakage when nitric acid
fumes rose to the height of six feet.
Sergeant Beach and Chargeman
Francis were severely burnt, while
Guruswamy suffered worse in-
juries. Guruswamy was immediate-
ly removed to the hospital, where
he succumbed. The other patients
are slightly improving. The verdict
was “death by an accidental 
explosion.”

PORTUGUESE

INDIA

MANIFESTO TO
PREMIER
(From Our Correspondent)
Bombay, Mar 18

Senhor Alfredo Casanova,
Consul-General for Portugal, states
that the following communication
has been received from Lisbon:-
“From Senhor Bernardino 
Machado, President of the 
Republic, addressed to the 
Governor-General of Goa,
thanking most heartily all the 
people of Portuguese India for
their warm manifestation in which
they fully sympathise with the
motherland whose sons, spread all
over world, give at this solemn
occasion of their national history
the highest proof of their 
patriotism, and requesting him to
convey his best and affectionate
feeling to the people of Portuguese
India.”

RED CROSS

WORK IN BURMA

(From Our Correspondent)
Rangoon, Mar 18

Sir Harcourt Butler has issued a
resolution regarding the organisa-
tion of the St. John Ambulance
Association in Burma, saying that
the time has now come to seek
much wider development, especial-
ly in connection with the present
war. The Deputy Commissioner
and Civil Surgeons have been
instructed to organise courses of
lectures etc. Sir Harcourt expresses
the hope that the officials generally
will give their personal attention to
the matter. It is understood that he
has written a personal letter to
every Commissioner and Deputy
Commissioner in the province. A
great impetus to the work of the
Association may be expected in the
near future.

THE SATURDAY INTERVIEW 

NEWS ITEMS

CROSSWORD NO 25651

NOTE: Figures in parentheses denote the number of letters  in the  words required.(By arrangement with The Independent, London)

ACROSS

1   Pairs of pants, not

individually wrapped,

can’t be dirty (10)

8   Put satisfied tours in the

upgrades, originally (8)

9   Dish: how it’s served to

the audience? (6)

10 Small close by house is

lighter option for drinking

(10)

11 Late report as nothing

took effect (4)

12 Deviant relaces, not

beginning to sow one’s

oats? (6)

14 Exchanging tips on

Labour, building vote (8)

15 Have sex with cross

revolutionary and need to

escape! (8)

18 Did fish set position (6)

20 Mark’s replacement

admitted by attentive

urologist (4)

21 Sparkling urban hosts in

agreement (10)

23 Change lanes, overtaking

woman (6)

24 Turning in targets for

assassin (no. 3 killed)

who’s very sceptical (8)

25 Cissy regularly finds

space again outside

revolving tower (10)

DOWN

1   Fancy Bob Hope (5)

2   Graduates from a smoker

– Scot’s certainly not (7)

3   Nowhere near where

undersupplied teacher

stands (3,2,1,4,5)

4   Say Anfield Rap is

industry’s problem (3,4)

5   Possible object of

unrequited love in series

(3,5,7)

6   Didn’t get takeaway for

tea? (3,3)

7   Difference between

pitches rejected by

United (8)

13 Let one horribly round

queen articulate (8)

16 Gardeners planted

around lines in city (6)

17 Hand round the twist (7)

19 Uniform simply resewn

by girl in front (7)

22 Had another chance to

pass over arm (5)

YESTERDAY’S SOLUTION SOLUTION FOR 12 MARCH

Andrew Sheng

pring is the time for conferences.
I was lucky to join two excellent
conferences last week. One in
Singapore organized by the
Nanyang Technological
University Para Limes Institute
on “Silent Transformations”,
followed by another on
“Advancing Asia – Investing for
the Future”, organized by the IMF
and the Ministry of Finance,
India in New Delhi.

Para Limes
(www.paralimes.ntu.edu.sg/Pages
/Home.aspx) is an institute dedi-
cated to complexity studies – the
idea that we cannot see the world
from partial analysis, but must
take into consideration the inter-
connected complex whole. Profes-
sor Geoffrey West, former Presi-
dent of the Sante Fe Institute (the
first of the complexity institutes
founded out of the scientists that
participated in the Los Alamos
nuclear programme) and a lead-
ing thinker on growth, innovation
and urban life, delivered a bril-
liant view on the sustainability of
present growth models.

Modern life and culture is
increasingly urban, because the
larger the city, the more efficient
the usage of energy and
resources, but there are costs in
terms of pollution, crowding and
spillovers. In other words,
growth accelerates exponentially
until the economy reaches matu-
rity and slows down, and if there
is no longer innovation and

change, growth can even become
negative. Life follows an S-curve
(sigmoid for the technically mind-
ed), and therefore growth can only
be sustained with continued inno-
vation and reform – exactly what
the Chinese are attempting.

West’s ideas resonated with
me during the “Advancing Asia”
conference, where the future of
India became a major theme with-
in the Asian growth story. India
is today one of the youngest
(demographic labour force)
growth stories, today the fastest
growing and by 2050 the largest
population in the world. Without
doubt, the Indians intend to use
21st technology to leapfrog tradi-
tional forms of growth, including
development through knowledge
and services, and less through
manufacturing, currently domi-
nated by East Asia.

In contrast, the Chinese econ-
omy, currently the world’s num-
ber 2, is slowing and also aging.
In Beijing, the world sighed with
relief as the Chinese Premier Li
Keqiang committed to steady
growth, stability in the RMB and
continuous reform. As oil prices
seemed to stabilize at around $40
per barrel and the Fed committed
to slower interest rate adjust-
ments, financial markets actually
turned back upwards.

The Delhi conference was
marked by extremely high quality
debate on the future of growth
models. The key question before
us is whether Asia, as one of the
fastest growth regions, can over-

come the global debt deflation.
There is an existential question
that the West (advanced countries
including Japan) is unwilling to
address. Reserve Bank of India
Governor Raghuram Rajan,
arguably one of the most thought-
ful of central bank governors,
posed the question as the “ele-
phant in the room” – a big issue
that is right in front of us, but
none of us want to address.

The basic question is why
current growth is slowing and
what policies can we adopt to get
out of this debt deflation trap.
The advanced countries refuse to
adopt fiscal expansion, because of
internal politics and the growing
debt overhang. Increasingly, they
use quantitative easing (QE) or
unconventional monetary policy
to try and expand aggregate
demand. The trouble is that QE
is outliving its usefulness, but has
very negative spillovers on emerg-
ing markets, such as volatile capi-
tal flows, declining trade and lack
of long-term investments.

The unspoken policy conun-
drum is that advanced countries
refuse to admit that these
spillovers matter. Firstly, these
spillovers are notoriously difficult
to measure accurately. Secondly,
central banks owe their allegiance
to domestic authorities and would
ignore pleas by neighbours or for-
eigners. Thirdly, no one wants to
admit that QE basically amounts
to currency depreciation, which
then forces emerging markets to
also devalue in order to maintain

their competitiveness.
Governor Rajan’s view is that

we can no longer ignore the ele-
phant in the room, either theoreti-
cally or practically. If we contin-
ue to do so, the whole system
could degenerate into a global
deflation or worse. Hence, he
argued cogently for the begin-
nings of a conversation on how to
grow stably and sustainably
together, namely a consistent and
legitimate set of international
monetary rules.

The Delhi conference laid out
the fundamental dilemmas in
today’s growth trap. Monetary
and fiscal policies are conducted
through national agendas, which
have spillovers onto others, but
these policies do not add up in a
global system. Both the theoreti-
cal and geopolitical framework
are partial, interactive and con-
tradictory, because what is right
for a single country can be wrong
for the system as a whole.

Partial views are like blind
men trying to describe an ele-
phant. None of them get it right.
But partial or silo views end up
with individual action or non-
action that may be collectively
wrong. For example, former Fed
Chairman Dr. Bernanke famously
argued in 2005 that the US lost
monetary control because of
excess savings by the emerging
markets. From a system point of
view, this is like an elephant com-
plaining that it has become fat
because the grass is growing too
much. The grass grows because

the elephant’s piss and poo fertil-
izes the plain, whereas the gas
emitted increases carbon as a
spillover. Indeed, if there is 
too much liquidity provided, some
of the smaller animals get
drowned.

The RMB faces a similar
dilemma. If it devalues, temporar-
ily Chinese trade will recover, but
if everyone devalues at the same
rate, there will be no advantage.
However, China will have to
undergo even more painful defla-
tion with a stable exchange rate
against the US dollar. Because of
China’s size, many of its trading
partners could be hurt if China
slows further. Collectively, the cur-
rent global monetary rules do not
acknowledge a collective action to
help make such adjustments more
smoothly.

There is an old African and
Asian saying that when elephants
fight, the grass gets trampled. The
grass gets trampled even when
elephants are dancing. We need
collective and mutual understand-
ing to get out of the oncoming
global deflation. But leadership
and statesmanship are scarce
when the dark clouds loom. For
the next year or so, electioneering
and partisan views will trump
moderation and mutual under-
standing.

When bull elephants like
Trump trumpet their charge,
beware of global consequences.

THE WRITER IS DISTINGUISHED FELLOW, ASIA GLOBAL
INSTITUTE, THE UNIVERSITY OF HONG KONG.

Beware when bull elephants trumpet

H

‘Centre is ignoring
non-NDA states’

100  YEARS AGO

S



Patriotism for me is when people put their ideas into the
work. Your love for your country is only in your work

FILM MAKER SUDHIR MISHRA
ON THE CONTROVERSY SURROUNDING �BHARAT MATA KI JAI� SLOGAN REMARK BY OWAISI

J’khand Assembly
adjourned: The Jhark-
hand Assembly was on
Friday adjourned sine
die on the last day of the
stormy Budget session.
The opposition  con-
tinued with its demand
for domicile and employ-
ment policies soon after
the House began. PTI

BJP executive meet:
The BJP National Exec-
utive will meet in New
Delhi for two days start-
ing on Saturday ahead
of assembly polls in five
states and amid rising
temperatures over issues
like nationalism and
quota agitations. PTI

Maha Budget : As the
state is reeling under an
unprecedented drought,
the BJP-led government
in Maharashtra on Fri-
day earmarked Rs 25,000
crore for the farm sec-
tor in the Budget for
2016-17. PTI

NEW DELHI, SATURDAY 19 MARCH 201610
THUMBNAILS

Gandhinagar, 18 March: Con-
gress today sought to corner
BJP on the suicide by a cow
protection activist seeking
‘Rashtra Mata’ (mother of
nation) status to the animal,
saying the party will support
the government if it goes
ahead with such move.

However, the BJP
remained more or less elu-
sive while refusing to give
any commitment to the
demand raised by ‘Gau Rak-
sha Ekta Samiti’.

Samiti activist Hindabhai
Vambadiya (35) allegedly
consumed pesticide outside
Rajkot Collector office yes-
terday and died later in civil
hospital. He was part of the
group of eight men who
attempted suicide outside the
collectorate seeking ‘Rash-
tra Mata'’ status to cow and
beef ban across country.

The issue reverberated in
the Legislative Assembly
today.

Senior Congressman and
the Leader of Opposition
Shankersinh Vaghela said
that his party supports the
demand for declaring cow
as “Rashtra Mata (mother
of nation)”.

“BJP should do intro-
spection as to why someone
gave his life. Cow is our
mother and the BJP gov-
ernment must declare it as
our national mother. If gov-
ernment agrees to do that,
the Congress will support
that move,” Vaghela said.

During the Assembly
proceedings earlier in the
day, Vaghela asked Speaker
Ganpat Vasava to allow dis-
cussion in zero hour on the
issue after question hour
ended.

Vaghela told the Speak-
er that it was a matter of
serious concern that some-
one has ended his life
demanding the 'Rashtra
Mata' status for cow.

Vaghela said the BJP is
more touchy about the cow
“as the saffron party uses
cow as a mean to secure
votes”. PTI

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Bhopal, 18 March

Taking strong exception at
the recent anti-national
utterances by All India
Majlis-e-Ittehadul Mus-
limeen (AIMIM) leader
Asaduddin Owaisi, the Mad-
hya Pradesh State Assembly
today unanimously passed
a censure motion against
him amidst chants of ‘Bharat
Mata Ki Jai’ by members.

During the question hour,
Congress MLA Jeetu Pat-
wari brought the censure
motion against Owaisi over
the latter’s recent remarks
in Maharashtra’s Latur dis-
trict that he would not say
‘Bharat Mata Ki Jai’ even if
‘a knife was put on his
throat’.

Patwari recalled the coun-
try’s first Prime Minister late
Jawaharlal Nehru’s love for
the country. He remarked
how Nehru had called the
country ‘Mother India’in his
book, ‘The Discovery of
India’.

Patwari asserted that the
Congress was against all
sorts of fundamental men-
talities – be it of Hindu,
Muslim, Christian or any
other religion.

Expressing solidarity
with Patwari’s views, State
legislative affairs minister
Narottam Mishra also cas-
tigated Owaisi over his com-
ments.

Mishra pointed out that
both ‘Ram and Rahim’ were
always equally loved and
respected in India.

He condemned all those
who showed any kind of
support to any divisive

forces.
The senior BJP leader

also blasted all those who
were involved in any kind
of anti-national acts at the
country’s apex Jawaharlal
Nehru University in New
Delhi.

Speaker Sitasaran Shar-
ma stated that Owaisi had
acted and spoken disre-
spectfully towards the coun-
try. Sharma announced that
the House unanimously
passes the censure motion
against Owaisi.

Meanwhile, on the con-
troversy surrounding
Owaisi’s remark urban
development minister
Venkaiah Naidu said,
“Prime Minister Narendra
Modi is keen to transform
India.

“That is why I say reform,
perform and transform.
Modi wants to transform
nation (with reforms).
Nation means all Indians,
including those who have
problems with 'Bharat Mata
Ki Jai’.”

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
Mumbai, 18 March

BJP MP Kirit Somaiya
today said he stood vindi-
cated following the arrest
of Chhagan Bhujbal in
the alleged money-laun-
dering case and claimed
other NCP stalwarts like
Ajit  Pawar and Sunil
Tatkare will “spend the
coming Diwali in jail” in
connection with the irri-
gation scam. “Both Ajit
Pawar and Tatkare will
soon be in Arthur Road jail,
along with Chhagan Bhu-
jbal,” the Mumbai North
East MP said at Alibaug
near here after meeting
Raigad additional collec-
tor and handing over doc-
uments in connection with
the ' ir rigation scam'.
Somaiya, who had
approached ACB when
UPA was in power, seeking
an inquiry against Bhujbal
alleging the latter had

parked proceeds of ill-got-
ten money through shell
companies, said the NCP
leader had threatened him
with a defamation notice
on 11 March, 2014.

“My charges against
him have now proved true.
Bhujbal is in jail and jus-
tice has prevailed. Bhujbal
through his lawyers Desai
and Singh had sent a
defamation notice to me for
accusing him of corrup-
tion and money launder-
ing in the Maharashtra
Sadan and other PWD
scams,” he said. He said the
notice demanded uncon-
ditional written and pub-
lished apologies in news-
papers and threatened to
file a civil suit against
me.

“No threat by Bhujbals,
Tatkares or Pawars will
stop us in our crusade
against corruption and
getting the guilty pun-
ished,” the BJP MP said.

Chennai, 18 March: BJP today said it would use the Modi
government's achievements in the economic sector
and financial inclusion initiatives as an “additional
weapon” to fight the coming Assembly polls in five
states.

BJP National Secretary H Raja said during the 2014
Lok Sabha polls “the only weapon we had in our side
to face the polls was the expectations from (Naren-
dra) Modi by people.”

“In the last 21 months, the benefits of Modi gov-
ernment's achievements, especially in the area of finan-
cial inclusion (by way of) schemes like Jan Dhan, Atal
Pension yojana and Mudra Bank, have reached every
individual and every household.” PTI

WILL SUPPORT BJP
IF IT DECLARES COW
AS �RASHTRA MATA�,
SAYS CONGRESS

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
Chandigarh, 18 March

The looming threat of
renewed quota agitation by
Jats in Haryana was avert-
ed today with the commu-
nity leaders announcing
that no protest will be held
till 3 April if the state gov-
ernment gets the reservation
Bill passed in Assembly
during the ongoing session
that ends on 31 March.

The announcement was
made by All India Jat Aarak-
shan Sangharsh Samiti Pres-
ident Yashpal Malik here
after talks with Haryana
chief secretary D S Dhesi and
DGP Yashpal Singhal, eas-
ing the situation in the state
which was on the edge
because of the threat of agi-
tation in view of widespread
violence during the first
phase of the stir last month.

“We have given time to
Haryana government to
bring and pass the Jat reser-
vation Bill by 31 March
(when the ongoing Budget

session ends),” Malik said.
“If the government does

not pass the reservation
Bill by 31 March, then we
shall chalk out our next
course of action in our meet-
ing on 3 April to be held in
Delhi,” he said. Malik
expressed satisfaction over
the talks held with the offi-
cials of Haryana govern-
ment to chalk out a “work-
able solution”. Meanwhile,
union minister Birender
Singh today supported the
Jat communities demand for
quota stating that the
Haryana government was
committed to bring a Bill in
this regard. Singh noted
that the Manohar Lal Khat-
tar government was work-
ing for a positive solution to
the issue. “The state gov-
ernment is also in touch with
various organisations and
Jat leaders and soon a pos-
itive result will come out,”
the Union Rural Develop-
ment Minister also  a promi-
nent Jat leader from the
statesaid.

Jats put off agitation
in Haryana till 3 April 

PM�S SUCCESS WILL BE USED
AS POLL WEAPON: BJP

MP Assembly passes censure
motion against Owaisi

‘Ajit Pawar, Tatkare will
spend Diwali in jail’

IT IS RAINING GIFTS FOR MLAS IN BIHAR FROM OVEN TO WATCHES

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
Patna, 18 March

The ruling establishment
in Bihar today came
under the firing line of
the Opposition BJP after
expensive gifts were dis-
tributed among the 318
legislators even as the
teachers have not been
paid for the past six
months.

Much to everyones
surprise, the legislators
who had come to attend
the Budget session of the
Bihar Assembly were
seen carrying packed
microwave oven sets in
hands gifted by the edu-
cation department today.

Reports said some Rs
30 lakh were spent by the

education department on
purchasing microwave
oven sets for the lawmak-
ers.

“It’s just a matter of
only Rs 30 lakh. It doesn’t

need to be played up in
the media. It’s unfair to
link this matter with the
issues of salary, condi-
tions of schools etc…we
have given this so that

when the legislators go to
their areas, they can
warm their food and
eat,” education minister
said.

He added there had
been a long tradition of
legislators being given
some gifts during the
budget session.

Bihar’s deputy chief
minister Tejashwi
Prasad Yadav said, “The
legislators getting elect-
ed to the state assembly
are not crorepatis but
poor people. Nothing
wrong in gifting then
oven sets.”

Chief minister Nitish
Kumar, however, refused
to comment over the
issue. The Opposition
BJP, however, reacted bit-

terly over the issue. “The
teachers have not been
paid for the past six
months but expensive
gifts are being distrib-
uted among the legisla-
tors. This is not morally
correct,” asked a BJP leg-
islator. Believe it or not,
it’s virtually raining gifts
at this budget session for
the lawmakers these
days.

Earlier on Thursday,
sugarcane department
had gifted smart phone
sets to each lawmaker
while Trolley bags were
distributed by the animal
husbandry department
on Friday. Likewise,
expensive watches have
been gifted by another
department.

Union home minister Rajnath Singh distributes the Sarojini Damodaran Foundation Scholarship, at a function, 
in the Capital on Friday. �sns

Ahmedabad, 18 March: The
Gujarat High Court today
issued a notice to the state
Government on the bail
petition of the Patel quota
agitation leader Hardik
Patel, arrested in a sedi-
tion case.

Justice A J Desai asked
the Government to file its
reply and kept the next
hearing on April 7.

Before issuing the notice,
the court inquired about
the status of the petition filed
by Hardik in the Supreme
Court seeking to quash the
case against him.

Hardik's lawyer Zubin
Bharda said the next hear-
ing in apex court was sched-
uled in the first week of
April.

On 11 March, Hardik
approached the High Court
after the sessions court
rejected his bail applica-
tion, filed after the city
police's crime branch sub-
mitted a charge sheet in
the case in January. PTI

HC ISSUES
HARDIK�S BAIL PLEA
NOTICE TO STATE

MLAs, ruling as well Opposition, who had come to attend the Budget 
session of the Bihar Assembly on Friday, are being given luxury suitcases
and other expensive gift items. �File photo

AWARD CEREMONY

Budget bonanza

KPCC meet postponed:
With bilateral talks on seat
sharing for 16 May Assembly
polls still continuing among
Congress-led UDF partners,
the Congress election committee
meeting scheduled for Saturday
has been postponed. PTI

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Sahudangi (Jalpaiguri)/

Kolkata, 18 March 

A day after the Election
Commission ordered the
removal of several top
police officers and a district
magistrate for their “lack
of neutrality” in conduct-
ing free and fair Assembly
polls in Bengal beginning
4 April, Trinamul Con-
gress chief Mamata Baner-
jee today said without men-
tioning the EC: “If they do
not have faith in the Ben-
gal Police, they can bring
in police from the USA for
holding the elections.”

Addressing party
activists in Jalpaiguri,
Miss Banerjee further said
: “Talk to Obama and seek
his help in bringing in the
American police. We will
pay the plane fares. They

will stay here and villagers
will supply  food to them.
After the elections are over,
I will give them (Opposition
parties) a rope and pitch-
er to sink and die.”

She said the Election
Commission was taking
action after the  CPI-M,
the Congress and the BJP
had hatched plots. “Police

are police. They would
work where they go in Ben-
gal,” she remarked.

“Take advantage of buy-
ing rice at Rs 2 per kg; live
in peace and give us the
votes. A seven-member
family will be getting 35 kg
rice per month. There is no
need to manage a BPL card
to get rice at the rate of Rs

2 per kg. Everybody will be
getting rice at Rs 2. A total
of 8 of the 9 crore people
will be getting rice at Rs 2
per kg under our Khadya
Sathee Prokolpo,” Miss
Banerjee added.

She said Delhi was
behaving as if emergency
was imposed. “Tell me
political parties, there is an
elected government in the
state and Delhi is behaving
in such a way as if emer-
gency is in force. If elections
cannot be held in Bengal
with the state police forces,
it cannot be held in Delhi
with the help of the Delhi
Police. This will be our
stand. The CPI-M and the
Congress hit out at Miss
Banerjee for attacking the
EC. ‘‘This is absolutely a
panic reaction of the Tri-
namul Congress supremo
who has gone to the extent

of asking the EC to bring
police from the US in utter
frustration which is not
only shocking but an insult
to the poll panel'’, CPI-M
politburo member Md
Selim, MP, said. Stating that
the chief minister had the
‘'wrong notion'’ that the
CPI-M was playing tricks
from behind, Md Selim
said ‘'we would like to
demand that EC take strong
steps against movement
of hired men, armed goons
and mercenaries who are
deployed by the ruling
party to rig polls''. Md
Selim countered the chief
minister's claim at her Raj-
ganj poll rally that she had
done ‘‘everything, leaving
nothing more to be done’’
in her tenure, and said
that crores and crores of
public money had been
squandered during Trina-

mul Congress rule at the
cost of the state's develop-
ment. WBPCC chief Adhir
Ranjan Chowdhury
slammed the Trinamul
chief for her sharp attack
on the election commis-
sion, stating ‘‘she has low-
ered the prestige and shown
utter disregard of the elec-
tion commission by pub-
licly criticising the poll
panel’’. ‘‘She was toying
with the idea of misusing
the state police on the poll
day, which was negated by
the EC's decision to trans-
fer officers’’.

CORRECTION
In the report on EC

shunting officials pub-
lished yesterday, Contai
SDPO was wrongly men-
tioned instead of Kandi
SDPO. The error is deeply
regretted.

MAMATA PROTESTS AGAINST EC TRANSFERS
�IF THEY DO NOT HAVE FAITH IN BENGAL POLICE THEY CAN BRING FORCES FROM THE USA� 

‘Talk to Obama and
seek his help in bring-
ing in US police. We
will pay the plane
fares. Villagers will
supply food to them.
After polls, I will give
them (Opposition par-
ties) a rope and pitcher
to sink and die.’

MAMATA BANERJEE

TENDER
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We've agreed to four confidence- building 
agreements. But there remain areas of concern

HEAD OF U.S. NAVAL OPERATIONS ADMIRAL JOHN RICHARDSON
ON US-CHINA TIES IN CONTEXT OF SOUTH CHINA SEA DISPUTENEW DELHI, SATURDAY 19 MARCH 2016

THE INDEPENDENT & AGENCIES 
Brussels, 18 March

Paris attacks suspect Salah
Abdeslam has reportedly
been caught alive after being
shot in the leg during an anti-
teror raid in Molenbeek,
Brussels. The Belgian jus-
tice minister declared: "We
got him."
Abdeslam has been arrest-
ed by police after he was
injured in the raid, Belgian
newspaper DH reported.
Investigators had found the
fingerprints of a Paris attack
suspect who has been on the
run since November in a
Brussels apartment they
raided this week, a Belgian
prosecutor said on Friday.

Two people escaped from
the dwelling in the Forest
neighbourhood of Brussels,
but Belgian federal prose-
cutor Eric Van der Sypt
said it wasn't yet known if
Salah Abdeslam, 26, was
one of them. He also said it
hasn't been established how
old the fingerprints were, or
how long Abdeslam spent in
the apartment on the Rue Du
Dries. Local media reports
two people have been injured
in the raid. Abdeslam fled
Paris after the November 13
gun and bomb attacks that
killed 130 people at a theatre,
the national stadium and
cafes. Most of the Paris
attackers died that night,
including Abdeslam's broth-

er Brahim, who blew him-
self up. The Islamic State
group claimed responsibil-

ity for the attacks, in which
Belgian nationals played
key roles.Police who raided

the Brussels apartment
Tuesday found the banner
of the Islamic State extrem-

ist group as well as 11 Kalash-
nikov loaders and a large
quantity of ammunition,
the prosecutor said. A man
was shot dead by a police
sniper there as he prepared
to open fire on police from
a window. Police identified
him as Mohamed Belkaid,
35, an Algerian national liv-
ing illegally in Belgium.
Police who went to search
the apartment “were not
expecting a violent armed
reaction,” Prime Minister
Charles Michel said.

Four officers, including
a French policewoman,were
slightly wounded when they
were shot at as they opened
the door. Abdeslam slipped
through a police dragnet to

return to Brussels after the
Paris attacks,and though he
is the target of an interna-
tional manhunt, has not
been seen since.

In January, Belgian
authorities said one of his
fingerprints was found
alongside homemade sui-
cide bomb belts at an apart-
ment in another area of
Brussels. Belgian prosecu-
tors said it wasn't known
whether he had been at the
address in the Schaerbeek
district before or after the
Paris attacks, or how long
he had spent there.Abdeslam
was on the run after appear-
ing to have removed his sui-
cide vest and fled the Paris
attacks on 13 November.

Seoul, 18 March: North Korea
ignored UN resolutions by
firing a medium-range bal-
listic missile into the sea
today, Seoul and Washing-
ton officials said, days after
its leader Kim Jong Un
ordered weapons tests linked
to its pursuit of a long-
range nuclear missile capa-
ble of reaching the US main-
land.

South Korea’s Joint
Chiefs  of Staff said in a
statement that the missile
fired from a site north of
Pyongyang flew about 800
kilometres before crashing
off the North’s east coast.

It was the first medium-
range missile launched by
the North since it fired two
in April 2014, said a South
Korean defence official,
requesting anonymity cit-
ing department rules.

A senior US defence offi-
cial said the missile
appeared to be a Rodong type
fired from a road-mobile
launcher.

The test violated multi-
ple UN Security Council
resolutions that ban North
Korea from engaging in any
ballistic and nuclear activ-
ities, said the official, speak-
ing on condition of
anonymity because he was
not authorised to discuss the
matter publicly.

The launch came as
North Korea condemned
ongoing annual South Kore-
an-US military drills that it
sees as an invasion
rehearsal.

The two sets of drills
are the largest ever, in
response to the North’s
nuclear test and long-range
rocket launch earlier this
year. One of the drills, com-
puter-simulated war games,
was to end later today while
the other, field training, is
to continue late April.

In recent weeks, North
Korea threatened pre-emp-
tive nuclear strikes against
Washington and Seoul and
fired short- range missiles
and artillery into the sea in
an apparent anger over the
drills and tough UN sanc-
tions imposed over its
nuclear test and rocket
launch. South Korea’s mil-
itary said its surveillance
equipment detected the tra-
jectory of a suspected sec-
ond missile fired from the
same site. A Joint Chiefs of
Staff statement said the
object later disappeared
from South Korean radar at
an altitude of 17 kilometres
and that it was trying to find
out if a missile had been
fired or something else was
captured by the radar.

No fresh sanctions on
the North were expected
for today's launch. The UN
Security Council slapped the
country with sanctions each
time when it conducted
nuclear tests and long- range
rocket launches, but it usu-
ally responded to short- and
medium-range ballistic
launches with statements
criticising them. PTI

AGENCIES  
Washington, 18 March  

The United States has seen
Chinese activity around a reef
China has seized from the
Philippines nearly four years
ago that could be a precur-
sor to more land reclamation
in the disputed South China
Sea,the U.S.Navy chief said.

The head of U.S. naval
operations, Admiral John
Richardson, expressed con-
cern that an international
court ruling expected in the
coming weeks on a case
brought by the Philippines
against China over its South
China Sea claims could be a
trigger for Beijing to declare
an exclusion zone in the
busy trade route.

Richardson said the US
was weighing responses to
such a move. China claims
most of the South China
Sea, through which more
than $5 trillion in global
trade passes every year.Viet-

nam, Malaysia, Brunei, the
Philippines and Taiwan have
rival claims.

Richardson said the U.S.
military had seen Chinese
activity around Scarbor-
ough Shoal in the northern
part of the Spratly archi-
pelago,nearly 125 miles west
of the Philippine base of
Subic Bay.

“I think we see some sur-
face ship activity and those
sorts of things, survey type
of activity, going on. That’s
an area of concern ... a next
possible area of reclama-
tion," he said.

Richardson said it was
unclear if the activity near
the reef,which China seized
in 2012, was related to the
pending arbitration deci-
sion.

Asked about Richardson's
statement, Lu Kang, a
spokesman for China's Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs,said
it was hypocritical for the US
to criticise China for mili-

tarising the region when it
carries out its own naval
patrols there.

The Philippine foreign
ministry said it had yet to
receive a report about Chi-
nese activity in the Scar-
borough Shoal. A Philip-
pines military official said
he was unaware of a Chinese
survey ship.

"China has de facto con-
trol over the shoal since 2012
and they always have two to
three coastguard ships there.
We are also monitoring their
movements," the official 
said.

Richardson said China’s
pursuit of South China Sea
territory, which has includ-
ed massive land reclama-
tion to create artificial islands
elsewhere in the Spratlys,
threatened to reverse decades
of open access and introduce
new "rules" that required
countries to obtain permis-
sion before transiting those
waters.

US spies new China work in SCS

REPORTS SAY ANDESLAM SHOT AT, WOUNDED IN THE LEG. POLICE CONFIRM ARREST OF MASTERMIND IN BRUSSELS  RAID 

THE INDEPENDENT & AGENCIES 
Brussels, 18 March  

A controversial deal between
Turkey and the European
Union aiming to stem the
number of refugees flee-
ing across the Aegean Sea
has been reached in Brus-
sels.Donald Tusk,President
of the European Council,
confirmed the agreement
was made unanimously on
Friday afternoon.
After less than an hour of
discussions, the prime min-
isters of Finland and the
Czech Republic tweeted
from inside the European
Council negotiations to
announce that the 28 lead-
ers had given their approval
to the arrangement, which
must be signed off by the
Turkish Prime Minister
Ahmet Davutoglu, who had
negotiated the final word-
ing on the agreement since
early Friday.

Davutoglu said Ankara's
prime concern was the fate
of almost 3 million Syrian

refugees on its territory. At
the same time, he was look-
ing for unprecedented con-
cessions to bring the EU's
eastern neighbour closer to
the bloc.

Authorities reported a
surge in boats being sent
towards the island of Les-
bos as talks entered their
final stages as smuggling
traffic appeared to spike
ahead of the expected crack-
down. Mustafa Nazmi Sez-
gin, the governor of Dikili
district, told Reuters he
knew of around 300 people
who had been detained in
his district alone and offi-
cials in Ankara said the
total number detained was
around 3,000.

Under the scheme drawn
up by Tusk and Ahmet
Davutoglu, the Turkish
Prime Minister,any migrant
arriving in Greece after 20
March would be given a
swift individual interview
to determine whether they
will be allowed to remain or
sent back to Turkey.

Responding to heavy crit-
icism from international
humanitarian organisa-
tions, a spokesperson for
European Council Presi-
dent Donald Tusk said that
the agreement ensured that
any removals would have to
be “in full compliance with
international and EU law”
and that there would be no
“collective expulsions”.

For the EU,the deal would
bring some closure to
months of bitter infight-
ing over how to deal with the
migrant crisis, It would
essentially see Europe out-
source its refugee emer-
gency to Turkey. "For
Turkey, the refugee issue is
not an issue of bargaining,
but values," Davutoglu said
earlier in the day,staking out
the same moral ground that
the EU has claimed through-
out the crisis.

Davutoglu said he hoped
that beyond helping the
refugees, the deal would
"deepen EU-Turkey
relations".

EU, Turkey reach breakthrough in migrant deadlock 

Paris attacks suspect Salah Abdeslam; People observing minute’s silence in Paris after Nov 2015 attacks. �file photo
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LETTER SIGNED BY �X� WARNS TRUMP AGAINST RUNNING FOR POST 

AGENCIES 
New York, 18 March

The campaign against
Republican Presidential
candidate Donald Trump
is bordering paranoia.
The New York police and
the Federal Bureau of
Investigation are probing
a threatening letter sent
to the Manhattan apart-
ment of Donald Trump's
son Eric that contained a
white powder, two law
enforcement officials
said on Friday.

Preliminary tests on
the substance in the
envelope sent to Eric
Trump's apartment on
Friday indicated it was
not hazardous, according
to officials, who were not
authorised to disclose
details of the threat and
spoke to The Associated
Press on condition of
anonymity. The hand-

written letter was post-
marked 5 March from
Boston and referenced
Donald Trump's presi-
dential bid. The letter
said: “If your father does
not drop out of the race,
the next envelope won't
be a fake.” It was signed
“X,” according to one of
the law enforcement offi-
cials, who had seen the
letter. In a statement, the
New York Police Depart-
ment confirmed that it

had responded to a
Trump building over-
looking Central Park to
investigate a suspicious
letter received by a ten-
ant but didn't name the
recipient.

Eric Trump, 32, is one
of five children of the
businessman and Repub-
lican presidential front-
runner Donald Trump.
He has been campaign-
ing for his father. Donald
Trump's representatives
did not immediately
respond to a request for
comment.

Meanwhile Trump is
stepping up attacks
against America's most

watched female news
anchor. Having threat-
ened riots should the
Republican party deny
him the nomination in
the race for the White
House, Trump took time
out of his schedule on
Thursday to fire off
three tweets calling out
“crazy” Megyn Kelly.
First he complained that
she hosted his closest
Republican rival, Ted
Cruz, whom he has nick-
named “lyin' Ted” on her
prime-time Fox News
show “The Kelly File,”
the second most watched
programme in American
cable news after that of
fellow Fox anchor Bill
O'Reilly.

In the morning, he
complained about an
interview in which Kelly
said O'Reilly could have
done more to defend her
against Trump.

Powder missile hits
Trump’s son  

If your father does
not drop out of the
race, next envelope
won't be a fake

THREAT LETTER

PARIS ATTACKER IN POLICE NET AFTER  �SHOOTOUT� 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
Beirut, 18 March

Russian warplanes today
flew in support of Syrian
government troops in an
offensive to recapture the
historic town of Palmyra
from the hands of the Islam-
ic State group, which has
damaged many of the town's
world-famous archaeolog-
ical sites.

Activists who monitor

the Syrian conflict report-
ed intense airstrikes in
Palmyra and its suburbs. In
Moscow, a Russian Defense
Ministry official confirmed
his country's warplanes in
Syria were flying in support
of the Syrian offensive to
try to retake Palmyra. Lt
Gen Sergei Rudskoi said
Russian aircraft based in
Syria were conducting 20-
25 sorties a day in support
of the Palmyra offensive,

even though Russia this
week drew down its military
presence in Syria.

Russian President
Vladimir Putin ordered a
partial pullout of Russian
aircraft and forces this
week, in support of the
Geneva peace talks that are
currently underway in
Switzerland between rep-
resentatives of the Syrian
government and the West-
ern-backed opposition.

Russia in to free Palmyra
from ISIS clutches

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 
Karachi/Dubai, 18 March 

An ailing Pervez Musharraf
on Friday left for Dubai
hours after the Pakistani
government allowed the
former dictator facing trial
in a number of cases, includ-
ing for high treason, to go
abroad for medical treat-
ment. “I am a commando
and I love my homeland. I
will come back in a few
weeks or months,” said 72-
year-old Musharraf, who is
suffering from a spinal cord
ailment.

Vowing to face all pend-
ing cases against him,
Musharraf said he was
keeping himself abreast
with developments in the
country and will actively
take part in politics after his

return.
He said he was going

abroad to seek “medical
treatment of a decade-old ill-
ness which has now devel-
oped several complications”.

The former military ruler
boarded the Emirates flight
611 bound for Dubai that
departed from Karachi air-
port at 3.55 am (0425 IST).

“He was the last person
to be embarked on the plane
and then the gate was closed.
The retired general appeared

relaxed,” a media report
quoted an airport source as
saying.He landed in Dubai
at 5am.“Musharraf intends
to go back to Pakistan after
his medical treatment as he
wants to serve the country,”
said Muhammad Amjad,
Secretary General of All
Pakistan Muslim League
(APML) a political party
led by Musharraf.

Amjad told reporters in
Dubai that a team of doctors
would decide about the for-
mer ruler's next destina-
tion for medical treatment.

Musharraf, who went
into self-imposed exile in
Dubai after being forced to
resign as president facing
impeachment following the
2008 elections, had returned
to Pakistan in 2013 but was
implicated in several cases.

Dhaka,18 March:Bangladesh
is suspecting the involve-
ment of insiders within the
central bank in the USD 81
million heist by hackers
from its foreign exchange
account in the US Federal
Reserve in New York, in a
scam that shocked the
financial world.

“It (heist) would have
never been possible unless
some of the local people
(Bangladesh Bank offi-
cials) were involved...the
order for the transaction
has to be complied with
only after biometrics of
six people are confirmed,”
Finance minister AMA
Muhith said when asked if
he believed the central
bank officials had any hand
in the theft.

Muhith also said that he
was unsure about the pos-
sibility of recovering the
stolen amount.

“I am not sure if the
stolen amount could real-
ly be recovered, though
we got back some of the
amount from Sri Lanka,”
he told Prothom Alo news-
paper. PTI 

Musharraf out of ‘house
arrest’, flies to Dubai 

B�DESH HEIST
INSIDE JOB 

Johannesburg, 18 March : A
wealthy Indian family in
South Africa, accused of
having improper business
links with President Jacob
Zuma, today hit back at the
“xenophobic and hate
speech” targeting them,
saying they were being
blamed for the country's
“every calamity and mis-
fortune”.
The Gupta family laid bare
their business dealings in
a two-page advertisement
in their newspaper The
New Age under the head-
line “Gupta family: The
Inconvenient Truth”.
“We have been quiet until
now but given the recent
xenophobic and hate speech
directed towards us, now
is the time to set the record
straight,” it is said. PTI

INDIAN FAMILY
HITS BACK IN
SOUTH AFRICA
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
Mumbai, 18 March  

Foreign portfolio investors
have stepped up invest-
ment in domestic equities
after the presentation of
Budget for fiscal 2016-17 on
29 February this year. They
have wiped out almost half
of the sell-off in the first two
months of 2016.

The latest numbers
available with stock
exchanges and backed by
data gathered by the
National Securities
Depository Limited or
NSDL revealed that for-
eigners had bought
shares worth Rs 12,700
crore or $1.8 billion from
2 to 17 March.

Analysts credit this to
key reform proposals in

finance minister Arun
Jaitley's Budget and sub-
sequent urgency dis-
played by the govern-
ment in passing some key
Bills related to economic
reforms in the first part
of the ongoing Budget
session of parliament.

Foreign funds had sold
Indian shares worth
more than $2.4 billion in
January and February
fearing slump in the
reform process. But ana-
lysts say the events of
past 15 days appear to
have changed the picture
as the government has
decided to be proactive.
They cite passage of real
estate and Aadhar Bills
as well as measures to
relax metal & mines and
hydrocarbon sectors.

Mr Jaitley, two days
ago, had said the proper
functioning of parlia-
ment in the current ses-
sion had raised hopes
about Goods and Services

Tax (constitutional
amendment) Bill which
might sail though during
the second phase of the
Budget session in April.

Foreign funds, accord-

ing to stock analyst
Pawan Dharnidharka,
are optimistic about bet-
ter returns from the
trade in Indian equities
in comparison with other
emerging markets. He
pointed out the latest
acknowledgement from
the IMF that India would
be a leading economy in
the midst of global slow-
down. Meanwhile, in a
sharp contrast to higher
inflows from FPIs, the
domestic institutional
investors, during the
same period, sold shares
worth Rs 6,750 crore till
17 March.

The local investors,
mostly mutual funds,
were net buyers of stocks
worth Rs 23,370 crore
when foreigners reduced

their exposure in first
two months of this year.

Analysts say the main
reason for DIIs to sell
stocks could be redemp-
tion pressure as mutual
funds have to pass on
profits to their clients by
way of dividend for
financial year 2015-16.
The domestic funds are
likely to come back next
month once the redemp-
tion pressure eases.

Meanwhile, on the last
trading session of the
week, the equity indices
~ the Sensitive Index of
Bombay Stock Exchange
and the Nifty of National
Stock Exchange ~ kept
the momentum alive irre-
spective of continuing
selling pressure on phar-
maceutical stocks.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, 18 March

In order to effectively deal
with Mr Vijay Mallya type
loan default cases, govern-
ment today directed public
sector banks to immedi-
ately invoke personal guar-
antees of promoter directors
and recover loans from them
in case the companies fail
to repay.

Issuing the directive to
heads of PSBs, the finance
ministry regretted that they
seldom recover loan from
guarantors in case of loan
default by companies.

“It has been observed
that there are lesser num-
ber of cases where action has
been taken for recovery
against guarantors for
attachment of assets owned
by them and sell the same
for recovery of defaulted
loan,” it said while issuing
the directive in consultation
with the RBI.

The ministry further told

banks that “it would be pru-
dent to take steps against
guarantors immediately
when no sign of revival is
visible”.

Asking banks to approach
Debt Recovery Tribunal
(DRT), it said action against
guarantors should be taken
under SARFAESI Act, Indi-
an Contract Act and relevant
legislations.

Exit of beleaguered
industrialist Mallya to Lon-
don early this month created
huge uproar in Parliament
as well as outside. Various
companies associated with
him owe over Rs 9,000 crore
to different banks.

Mr Mallya and his group
firms are being probed by
several agencies including
Enforcement Directorate.

Gross NPAs of PSBs rose
to Rs 3.61 lakh crore while
that of private lenders were
at Rs 39,859 crore at the end
of December 2015.

Gross NPA ratio, as a
percentage of advances,

rose to 7.30 per cent while
for private banks, it stood at
2.36 per cent as of Decem-
ber-end.

In the event of default in

repayments or loan by the
borrower company,all direc-
tors are liable to repay the
guaranteed loan with inter-
est as the liability or the guar-

antor is co-extensive with the
principal debtor (borrower).

“Action can be taken
against the guarantor with-
out suing the principal
debtor for recovery and even
if the decreed amount is cov-
ered by mortgage decree,”
the ministry said.

As per the law, if a guar-
antor has given any pledge
of share held by him, the
steps should be taken to
sell the pledged share,under
the Indian Contract Act.

The directive said that if
the guarantor has not cre-
ated any security Internet
over his property but owns
property and other assets,
the banks should move DRT
for their attachment and
sale.

The banks, it said,should
also keep a watch on peri-
odical statement of book-
debts and receivables sub-
mitted by the borrower and
take steps for attachment and
recovery of such book-debts
under SARFAESI.

�SELL ASSETS OF GUARANTORS�
IF FIRMS DON�T REPAY LOANS, BANKS SHOULD INVOKE PERSONAL GUARANTEES: GOVT

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 
New Delhi, 18 March 

Mr Sajjan Jindal-led JSW
Energy is likely to acquire
Mr Naveen Jindal's 1,000-MW
power plant at Raigarh as
the younger sibling's Jindal
Steel and Power (JSPL) is try-
ing to monetise assets to pare
debt.

Negotiations on acquir-
ing Jindal Power Ltd's (JPL)
1,000-MW plant in Chhat-
tisgarh are in final stages and
the price tag could be in the
range of Rs 5,500-5,800 crore.

The formal announce-
ment of the deal may be
made in the last week of this
month or in April, people in
know of the developments
said.

JPL, a subsidiary of
JSPL, has a 4x250 MW plant
in Raigarh and a 2,400-MW
(4X600 MW) thermal power
plant in Tamnar also in
Chhattisgarh.

For fiscal 2014-15, JSPL
had a consolidated net debt
of Rs 42,929 crore against a
net debt of Rs 35,419 crore
in fiscal 2013-14.

When contacted, a JSPL
spokesperson said: “As per
company policy, we do not
respond to speculations. As
part of monetisation plans
already advised, JSPL is
looking at various options
diligently to strengthen our
balance sheets.”

Last week, JPL
announced that it had signed
an agreement to divest 4.12
per cent stake in Indian
Energy Exchange for an
undisclosed amount,
which will be realised in this
fiscal ending 31 March
2016.

Declining steel prices,
coupled with cheap imports,
has impacted margins 
of domestic steel producers,
including JSPL, analysts
said,

Sajjan Jindal likely
to buy Naveen’s unit

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 
Hyderabad, 18 March 

Betting big on the Indian avi-
ation market, European air-
craft maker Airbus today
said it will set up a state-of-
the-art pilot and mainte-
nance training centre in
the country with an initial
investment of $40 million.

The facility will come
up in the National Capital
Region (NCR) and would
be in line with "Skill India"
initiative of the Indian Gov-
ernment, said Mr Srini-
vasan Dwarakanath, pres-
ident of Airbus Division,
India.

Airbus, which expects
Indian market to grow at
twice the rate of the world-
wide aviation market, said
the work on the training cen-
tre will commence from
2017 and it will churn out
around 8,000 Airbus pilots
and 2,000 maintenance engi-

neers in the next 10 years,
beginning 2018.

The centre will be fully
owned by Airbus Group
India with training to be
delivered by Airbus' spe-
cialised training instruc-
tors. The centre will be built
in a modular concept in
order to accommodate four
A320 full-flight simulators,
with potential to expand.

According to Airbus' lat-
est global market forecast,
India requires over 1,600
passenger and freighter 
aircraft in the next 20 
years to 2034,with an accom-
panying demand for new
pilots and maintenance
engineers.

“On an average, one Air-
bus aircraft per week is
expected to be delivered to
Indian carriers over the
next 10 years. The need for
top-quality training will be
perpetual,” Mr Dwara-
kanath said.

Airbus plans training
centre in India

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
New Delhi, 18 March

Unseasonal rains and  hail-
storms have caused havoc
in the agriculture sector,
leaving the country with a
likely shortfall in wheat
production by around 13
million tonnes from the
initial estimates of 93.8
million tonnes in the cur-
rent crop year. The  devel-
opment may force the gov-
er nment to consider
imports of the staple grain,
according to an Assocham
paper.

“The shortfall in pro-
duction may lead to a spike
in food inflation which
may then contribute to the
spiral of price rise, which
has been tamed after a pro-
longed gap,” said Mr D S
Rawat, Secretary General
of the business lobby.

According to current

estimates, this year’s wheat
production may drop to
79-80 million tonnes com-
pared to government esti-
mates at around 93.8 mil-
lion tonnes which is unlike-
ly to be achieved due to
uncertain weather that
threatens maturing crop.

"The emerging wheat
situation in the country is
alarming in view of the
expected lower crop, deplet-
ing stocks and the erratic
weather threatening crop
further towards maturi-
ty," the paper pointed out.

The consecutive west-
ern disturbances in March
2016 accompanied by hail-
storm/rains are further
posing a serious threat to
standing crop and also the
quality of wheat and its tex-
ture. If the wheat quality
is impacted, government
might end up with pro-
curement of lower quality

wheat in bigger volumes
impacting availability of
quality cereal in the open
market, it said.

On the stock front, it is
estimated that only around
13.37 million tonnes of
wheat stocks will be left
with government as on 1
April 2016, and a drop of
10–20% in wheat procure-
ment in the current year
will result in around 35-36
million tonnes of wheat
stocks as of 1 July 2016.

Given an average month-
ly requirement of 3 to 3.5
million tonnes towards the
public distribution system
(PDS) and open market
wheat sales, wheat stocks
would plummet well below
10 million tonnes as of 1
April 2017, forcing the gov-
er nment to consider
imports to augment domes-
tic shortage/buffer require-
ments.

‘Rains,hail may cause 13 mn
tonnes damage to wheat output’

New Delhi, 18 March: Energy
Efficiency Services Limit-
ed (EESL) has so far dis-
tributed over 8 crore LED
bulbs in a year across 125
cities in the country under
the Government of India’s
UJALA (Unnat Jyoti by
Affordable LEDs for all)
scheme, an official state-
ment said here today,adding
that the milestone was
achieved this afternoon.

Efficient domestic light-
ing is one of the largest
contributors to energy sav-
ings. Distribution of 8 crore
LED bulbs ~ over a period
of 12 months ~ has led to
daily savings of over 2.84
crore kWh, savings capable
of lighting over 20 lakh
homes for 365 days.

The country has also
benefited from daily CO2
emission reduction of 23,000
tonnes. SNS

OVER 2.6 CR
HOMES SWITCH
TO LED BULBS

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 
New Delhi, 18 March 

With an aim to bring in
greater transparency in
dealings of mutual funds,
market regulator the Secu-
rities and Exchange Board
of India today asked them
to disclose to investors the
commissions paid to their
distributors, including pay-
outs in the form of gifts,trips
and sponsorships.

Like listed companies,
mutual funds (MFs) will
also have to disclose the
annual salary of those earn-
ing Rs 60 lakh or above, and
also the ratio of CEO's remu-
neration to median employ-
ee salary.

To ensure MFs are able
to carry out their own cred-
it assessment of assets and
reduce reliance on credit rat-
ing agencies,fund houses are
required to have an appro-
priate policy and system in
place to conduct an in-house
credit risk assessment before

investing in fixed income
products.

The fund houses will also
have to disclose in the Con-
solidated Account State-
ment (CAS),sent to investors,
the ratio of the total pur-
chase value and the cost of
investment.

In a detailed circular, the
Sebi further asked MFs to
provide additional disclo-
sures in their scheme doc-
uments,including the tenure
for which a fund manager
has been managing the
scheme, the portfolio hold-
ings, and also illustrate
impact of expense ratio on
the scheme's returns.

Under pressure from dis-
tributors, some large fund
houses were against the
idea of additional disclo-
sures, including about total
commissions, when the pro-
posal was first discussed at
Amfi (Association of Mutu-
al Funds in India). Subse-
quently, the Sebi had to step
into the matter in the inter-

est of investors.
The fund house is

required to have a dash-
board on their website pro-
viding performance and
key disclosures pertaining
to each scheme managed by
it.

The information should
include the scheme's AUM,
investment objective,
expense ratios, portfolio
details and its past perfor-
mance, among others.

Mutual funds are allowed
to deploy new fund offer pro-
ceeds in CBLO (collater-
alised borrowing and lend-
ing obligation) before the clo-
sure of NFO period. How-
ever, AMCs shall not charge
any investment manage-
ment and advisory fees on
funds deployed in CBLOs
during the NFO period.

The appreciation received
from investment in CBLO
will be passed on to investors.
Further, in case minimum
subscription amount is not
garnered by the scheme
during the NFO period, the
interest earned upon invest-
ment will be returned to
investors, in proportion of
their investments, along
with the refund of the sub-
scription amount.

It has also been decided
that the monthly cumulative
report (MCR) will be sub-
mitted to the Sebi by third
working day of each month,
instead of third calendar day
of each month.

Sebi tightens MF disclosure norms

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
New Delhi, 18 March

India is expected to hog the
limelight at the prestigious
Russian industrial trade
show at Yekaterinburga
between 11 and 14 July as the
Indian exhibitors will pro-
ject how the country is seek-
ing global technology and
investment with a view to
becoming the manufactur-
ing hub for the global sup-
ply chain.

EEPC India, the apex
organisation of engineering
goods exporting companies,
has been mandated to ensure
success of the Indian par-
ticipation at the well-known
"Innoprom Show" under the
aegis of the ministry of
commerce and industry.

“Facing global headwinds,
India is looking to diversi-
fy its trade and industry

collaborations and Russia fits
in very well in our game plan.
Some of the bluechip pub-
lic sector companies, includ-
ing NTPC,BHEL and NHPC,
have responded well to be
part of the prestigious show
in Russia,” chairman of
EEPC India T S Bhasin said
in a statement.

In addition, private sec-
tor giants like Reliance
Industries and L&T have also
shown interest in using the
"Innoprom" platform for
advancing business ties
with their Russian part-
ners.

India has been named
the partner country in the
global show where initiatives
like "Make in India" would
be highlighted.There would
be high-level participation
from the department of
heavy industry, ministry of
power and the department
of electronics as well.

India to hog limelight
at Russia show

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
Mumbai, 18 March

Enforcement Directorate
(ED) today issued fresh sum-
mons to liquor baron Vijay
Mallya to make a personal
appearance before its inves-
tigating officer here on 2
April in connection with its
money laundering probe in
the over Rs 900 crore IDBI
loan fraud case.

The new summons came
after the United Breweries
(UB) group chairman had
yesterday sought more time
from the agency to present
himself on a later date
instead of the scheduled
time for today.

Official sources said the
agency accepted his plea
and gave mr Mallya the new
date of 2 April to “join inves-
tigations in person.”

The beleaguered busi-
nessman had informed the
Investigating Officer (IO)
of the case through email
yesterday that he would not
be able to keep the date of
today even as he sought

fresh time next month in this
regard in an email com-
munication.

They said after “studying
the reply and reasons” cited
by Mr Mallya, including a
communication he said he
made to some agencies ear-
lier that he would be out of
India in March, the agency
issued the fresh date.

The fresh summons to Mr
Mallya have been issued
under the provisions of the
Prevention of Money Laun-
dering Act (PMLA) and it
requires him to furnish doc-
uments related to his per-
sonal investments and
finances, Income Tax
Returns for the last five
years and Passport.

ED director Karnal Singh
is camping here since yes-
terday to supervise the high
profile probes being con-
ducted by the agency includ-
ing that of Mr Mallya's and
the other related to former
Maharashtra deputy chief
minister and NCP leader
Chhagan Bhujbal, his fam-
ily and others.

ED asks Mallya to
appear on 2 April

Mutual funds
have to disclose to
investors the 
commissions
paid to their 
distributors,
including pay-
outs in the form
of gifts, trips and
sponsorships

BARE ALL

14 MAR 15 16 17 18 MAR

GOLD

14 MAR 15 16 17 18 MAR

SILVER

+66-50

SENSEX NIFTY

+148

24,804.28

24,952.74 7,604.35

7,538.75

�� Issuing the directive to heads of PSBs, the
finance ministry regretted that they seldom recov-
er loan from guarantors in case of loan default by
companies

�� Gross NPAs of PSBs rose to Rs 3.61 lakh crore
while that of private lenders were at Rs 39,859
crore at the end of December 2015

�� Action can be taken against the guarantor 
without suing
the principal
debtor for
recovery and
even if the
decreed
amount is
covered by
mortgage
decree

FM ORDER ON PSU BANKS

New Delhi,18 March:Marking
a growth of over 24 per cent
in passengers number,
domestic airlines flew 74.76
lakh people in February
with majority of the carri-
ers recording over 80 per cent
seat occupancy. In February
2015,the carriers had ferried
60.16 lakh passengers.

Latest data compiled by
aviation regulator DGCA
showed that no-frills carri-
er IndiGo's market share
stood at 36.8 per cent in
February while that of Jet
Airways was 18.4 per cent.
Overall there is an increase
of 24.27 per cent compared
to the year-ago period, a
senior DGCA official said.
The load factor ~ an indi-
cator of seat occupancy, of
majority of the carriers,
including IndiGo and Spice-
Jet, was more than 80 per
cent, the official noted. PTI

AIR PASSENGER
TRAFFIC JUMPS
24% IN FEB

New Delhi, 18 March: The gov-
ernment will borrow Rs
3.55 lakh crore from the
market during April-Sep-
tember period of this 
year, which is 59 per cent of
the total gross borrowing
pegged for financial year
2016-2017.

Economic affairs secre-
tary Shaktikanta Das 
has said the gross borrow-
ing for the first half of “
the next fiscal has 
been pegged at Rs 3.55 lakh
crore.

Taking into account the
repayments of Rs 1.07 lakh
crore, the net borrowing in
the first half would be Rs 2.48
lakh crore.

In the Budget, the gov-
ernment has pegged gross
market borrowing for 2016-
17 at Rs 6 lakh crore and net
borrowing at Rs 4.2 lakh
crore. PTI

CENTRE TO
BORROW
R3.55 LAKH CR

THUMBNAILS

CURRENCY
CURRENCY* (IN RUPEES)
US$ 70.26

EURO 79.54

UK POUND 101.67

YEN 0.63

SW FR 73.68

CAN$ 54.37

SING$ 53.04

MAL RIN 17.93

THAI BAHT 2.07

*THOMAS COOK�S SELLING RATES

Alibaba plan: Chi-
nese e-commerce firm
Alibaba is planning
to enter India this year
and is looking at oppor-
tunities to build the busi-
ness organically or
through other means,
said its group president
J Michael Evans. PTI 

Breather for MSMEs:
The government has
reiterated that all cen-
tral public sector units
have to take proactive
measures to achieve 20
per cent annual pro-
curement target from
micro,small and medi-
um enterprises. PTI

Muthoot divestment:
Muthoot Pappachen
Group firm Muthoot
Microfin said it is look-
ing to divest up to 15
per cent stake to an over-
seas private equity
firm for around Rs 150
crore by the first quar-
ter of next fiscal. PTI

Sistema merger:
Shareholders  of Sis-
tema Shyam Teleser-
vices Limited has
approved the merger
of the company with
Reliance Communi-
cations in a meeting con-
vened by Rajasthan
High Court. PTI

Sovereign gold bonds:
The  third tranche of
Sovereign Gold Bond
scheme  received a
lukewarm response
with the government
getting  a subscrip-
tion  of 1,128 kg gold,
amounting to Rs 329
crore. PTI

Hitachi-Omron:Hitachi-
Omron which has set
up Hitachi Terminal
Solutions India ~ an
ATM manufacturing
firm ~ in Bangalore,
will commence pro-
duction at the new
unit in June,says a Press
release. SNS

Tata Sky:Tata Sky has
added a new service to
its diverse bouquet of
content named Tata
Sky Comedy which
will be a one-stop des-
tination for all for-
mats of Hindi come-
dy content,said a Press
release. SNS

FOREIGNERS BOUGHT SHARES WORTH R12,700 CRORE OR $1.8 BILLION FROM 2 TO 17 MAR

Foreign funds back with a bang
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WHILE THE WORLD CULTURE FESTIVAL ORGANIZED IN NEW DELHI CREATED CONTROVERSY
BECAUSE OF ENVIRONMENTAL AND OTHER ISSUES, IT DID PROVIDE A VISUAL TREAT AS
THESE IMAGES REVEAL. A PHOTO ESSAY BY VARUN JOSHI

A Visual Treat
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JACK PITT-BROOKE
London, 18 March

Wayne Rooney (in photo)
does not have the securi-
ty of an automatic starting
berth at Euro 2016, even if
he recovers from his knee
injury, according to Roy
Hodgson.

The England manager
named his squad yesterday
for the friendlies against
Germany and the Nether-
lands, picking Leicester
City midfielder Danny
Drinkwater for the first
time. There were, as ever,
high-profile injury
absences: Rooney who has
not played for five weeks
as he recovers from a knee
injury, and Jack Wilshere,
who has not played all sea-
son.

England have suffered
before from taking an unfit
Rooney to a major tour-
nament and Hodgson said
he hoped to avoid the
"unpleasant situation" of
having to decide whether
to select him if he has not
fully recovered by the
squad announcement dead-
line of 12 May. But even if
Rooney does recover,Hodg-
son said that his 109 caps
and 51 goals would not
guarantee him a place in
the starting XI when Eng-
land play Russia in Mar-
seille in 12 weeks’ time.

"I have never said that
[Rooney] is an automatic
starter," Hodgson said at
Wembley Stadium. "I have
never said that anyone is.
Does he have a good chance,
with his track record, abil-
ity and experience? Of
course he has. But that
does not necessarily mean
that he will be. He may not
have recovered to the best
of his ability. Or we might
want to use different play-
ers, or to play a different
way."

Rooney’s leadership role
is very important to Eng-
land, even when he is
injured, and he will be
involved with the squad
next week at St George’s
Park. He is unlikely to
attend the game in Ger-
many on Easter Saturday,
but plans to be at Wemb-
ley for the visit of the
Netherlands the following
Tuesday. "He is our cap-
tain," Hodgson said. "He’s
been very important in
that job in the last few
years, and we need his
influence and ability on the
field. But that will have to
be proven on the field of
play. If he is fit, he will go.
But not as an automatic
starter."

Hodgson remains
upbeat, though, that
Rooney will recover from
his knee injury which
should see him return to
competitive football next
month. "I am confident
that he will get fit," Hodg-
son said. Rooney should be
fit to play in France, but
Jack Wilshere is a differ-
ent case. Hodgson has
always been an admirer of
his and he spoke warmly
about his recent England
performances, saying he
would still want to include
him if he returns to fitness
for Arsenal.

"He will be selected if I
think he’s fully fit to go,
capable from the first
minute of taking part in
training," Hodgson said. In
Wilshere’s absence, Hodg-
son has included Drinkwa-
ter as an alternative to
Eric Dier in that central
midfield role. "We have
been impressed with the
qualities he’s shown with
Leicester and believe those
can be transported on to an
international stage," Hodg-
son said.

THE INDEPENDENT 

MARK OGDEN 
Manchester, 18 March

In the end, it was a victory
for Brazilian flair over Bel-
gian belligerence as the
class of Philippe Coutin-
ho, rather than the reck-
lessness of Marouane Fel-
laini, ensured Liverpool
progressed to the Europa
League quarter-finals at the
expense of Manchester Unit-
ed last night.

Jürgen Klopp’s team will
take their place in today’s
draw for the last eight
because they simply want-
ed it more than their bitter
rivals, who ended the game
fortunate to have 11 on the
pitch despite the best efforts
of Fellaini to throw his
arms and elbows into any-
one wearing a Liverpool
shirt.

Little wonder that Ryan
Giggs, the United assistant
manager, cut an agitated
figure on the touchline. His
team were schooled by Liv-
erpool and taunted by chants
of "Scholesy’s right, your
team are shite", as they exit-
ed a competition few at Old
Trafford appeared to want
to be in.

United now face Man-
chester City in the Premier
League at the Etihad on
Sunday knowing that a
defeat will all but close
another route into next sea-
son’s Champions League.
Not that they deserve to be
there on this evidence.

Liverpool, meanwhile,
who triumphed 3-1 on aggre-
gate after Coutinho can-
celled out Anthony Mar-
tial’s penalty opener,can now
contemplate returning to
Europe’s top table by win-
ning the Europa League.

Off-field relations
between the two sets of sup-
porters had taken a further
nosedive during the first
leg at Anfield, with a vocal
minority in the United con-
tingent singing Hillsbor-
ough-related chants to goad

their Merseyside rivals.
A banner draped across

a bridge at the Liverpool end
of the M62 last week also car-
ried the message "Manc
Bastards", so it was per-
haps inevitable that retali-
ation came in the form of
another banner, saying sim-
ply "Murderers", hanging
from a bridge on the
approach to Old Trafford.

Chants outside the sta-
dium from both sets of sup-
porters, referring to Hills-
borough and the 1958
Munich air disaster - which
took the lives of eight Unit-
ed players - injected a fur-
ther unsavoury element to
this meeting between Eng-
lish football’s most distin-
guished clubs. The decision
to move this game from its
original 6pm kick-off time
to 8.05pm was taken in order
to diminish the threat of dis-
order, but the chanting con-
tinued inside the stadium
before the football finally
began to claim centre stage
in the early stages of the first
half. Prior to that, the open-

ing skirmishes were large-
ly centred on Fellaini and
Emre Can, with the two
midfielders renewing the
battle which had ended at
Anfield last week with Fel-
laini appearing to elbow
the Liverpool player in an
off-the-ball incident.

Can could count himself
fortunate, however, that the
Serbian referee Milorad
Mazic waved away United
appeals for a penalty on
eight minutes after the Ger-
man had shoved Fellaini in
the back inside the penalty
area.United claimed that the
award of a penalty to Liv-
erpool in the first leg, fol-
lowing a tug by Memphis
Depay on Nathaniel Clyne
was soft, and this one was
perhaps a stronger appeal.

Still, it was not given
and Fellaini was at the heart
of the action again two min-
utes later when he escaped
punishment for a stray arm
in the face of Roberto Firmi-
no. Fellaini has always
walked a tightrope with
flailing arms but he got

away with it.
United, without the

injured Ander Herrera, set-
tled into the game quickest,
though, and they dominat-
ed the first-half, with Jesse
Lingard forcing the first
save from goalkeeper Simon
Mignolet with a header from
Marcos Rojo’s 18th-minute
cross. Juan Mata then
shinned a volley wide from
six yards as Liverpool bat-
tled to keep the home side
out, but United continued to
press,with Marcus Rashford
and Martial linking well
before the French forward
shot over from 12 yards.

Liverpool were falling
into the trap of defending
their lead rather than going
for the kill and they sat too
deep, inviting United for-
ward.Aside from two efforts
from Coutinho,one of which
brought a fine save from
David De Gea, Liverpool
were impotent until Martial
put United ahead.

On this occasion, refer-
ee Mazic did point to the spot
after Martial had been
tripped by Clyne and the
United forward stepped up
to convert the spot-kick past
Mignolet.

Old Trafford shook, but
United still needed one more
to level the tie and Daniel
Sturridge almost put it
beyond them when he rat-
tled the crossbar with a
35th-minute free-kick.

Jordan Henderson then
wasted a golden chance to
level on the night when he
shot over from 10 yards after
being set free by Coutinho.

Coutinho was Liverpool’s
best hope of a breakthrough,
with the Brazilian offering
Jürgen Klopp’s team the
pace and invention in the final
third that Mata was unable
to provide for United.

He was knocking at the
door and,after both Rojo and
Firmino had gone close to
scoring in the dying seconds
of the first half, the Liver-
pool No 10 hauled his team

level and left United need-
ing a further three goals to
progress.

It was a killer goal in
every sense, but it was also
one of the highest quality.
Guillermo Varela, United’s
Uruguayan right-back, has
done well in recent weeks
after being promoted to the
team by Louis van Gaal
owing to a defensive injury
crisis, but he was outdone
by Coutinho on numerous
occasions before the Liver-
pol playmaker scored.

Coutinho simply ghost-
ed past Varela as though he
wasn’t there in the 45th
minute, but faced with De
Gea he did not panic.Instead,
Coutinho coolly lifted the ball
over the goalkeeper and
into the net to put Liverpool
firmly in control of the tie.

Coutinho’s goal ended
the tie as a contest and Unit-
ed simply stumbled through
the second half,with Fellaini
missing the best chance
when he shot over after
being teed up by Rashford.

Liverpool just coasted to
the draw which took them
through, and deservedly so.

THE INDEPENDENT 

Goffin wins: David Goffin
toppled Marin Cilic 7-6 (7/4),
6-2 to become the first Bel-
gian male to reach the Indi-
an Wells semi-finals. Goffin
saved four set points in the
12th game of the first set before
taking the set in a tiebreak-
er.

Blatter's pay:Fifa on Thurs-
day said it paid had former
head Sepp Blatter $3.8 mil-
lion in salaries in 2015.It also
said the scandal-battling
organisation had lost $122
million in 2015 to record its
first deficit since 2002.

Appeal made: Former Fifa
chief Sepp Blatter has offi-
cially submitted an appeal
with the Court of Arbitra-
tion for Sports in Lausanne
against last month's decision
against him taken by an
institutional panel.

Suarez worried:Luis Suarez
has admitted he will need
to control his emotions when
he returns to Uruguay's
team for the first time in almost
two years later this month.
He was given a nine-game
ban for biting Italy's Gior-
gio Chiellini.

Messi's claim:Lionel Messi
insisted on Thursday Euro-
pean champions Barcelona
had more to their armoury
than his partnership with
Luis Suarez and Neymar
as the Catalans eyed a sec-
ond consecutive treble.

Dope cheat: The All-Russ-
ian Swimming Federation
has confirmed Yulia Yefimova
has been temporarily sus-
pended from competition
for suspected doping.The ARSF
has received documents
from international author-
ities.

10 Army soldiers in Rio
bound Indian contingent:
When the Indian athletes will
be striving to better country's
London Olympics medal
haul of six at the Rio Games
in August,at least 10 of them
would be from the Indian Army.
Of the 10 Indian soldiers,three
will be competing in the
shooting events while seven
have qualified for Athlet-
ics events. The country has
won so far 66 Olympic quota
place for the Olympic Games,
to be held in Rio de Janeiro
from August 5-21. Indian
Army has laid out the road
map for a concerted vision
for maximum qualifications
for the Rio Olympics with the
aim of finishing strong at the
podium.The training of the
qualified sportsperson is
being carried out through
a scientific approach being
planned & executed through
Army Sports Institute,Pune
and Army Marksmanship Unit,
Mhow among other institutions
under the flagship initia-
tive of Mission Olympics,an
Army official said.

�NO GUARANTEES
FOR ROONEY�

NEW DELHI, SATURDAY  19 MARCH  2016

COUTINHO TWISTS KNIFE AS KLOPP GETS TACTICS SPOT ON

MANCUNIANS SHOWN THE DOOR 

�HE IS THE GOD OF FOOTBALL AND THIS PLACE IS HOLY�

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
Lugansk, 18 March

In the heart of an eastern
Ukrainian city shaken by
echoes of guns stands the
world’s first shrine to
football legend Pele that
miraculously survived
nearly two years of war.

The creator of the
unlikely Lugansk muse-
um -- painted in Brazilian
gold and green and
adorned by a bronze stat-
ue of Pele and a giant
football at its front door --
is a humble 55-year-old
balding man who follows
his hero's example by
never lighting up a ciga-
rette or drinking alcohol.

"Family, football and
Pele. That is my life,"
says museum founder
Nikolai Khudobin as he
sits surrounded by
dozens of tributes to the
football great.

"I have never even tast-
ed beer because Pele
leads a healthy lifestyle.
And that is what inspired
me," says Khudobin.

Football's governing
body Fifa recognised
Khudobin's creation as

the world's first museum
dedicated to the man
widely regarded as the
20th century's greatest
player.

It opened during
Ukraine’s co-hosting of
the European Champi-
onship in 2012 but has
been closed for the past
two years owing to con-
flict between Ukraine
and pro-Russian sepa-
ratists.

The Brazilian city of
Santos where Pele began
his career aged 15 built
its own exhibition to its
local hero two years later.
"When my museum
opened, the Brazilian
ambassador hugged me
and started crying," Khu-
dobin recalls.

"He could not believe
that, in distant Lugansk,
Pele could be so well-
loved."

Even more remarkable
is that the museum has
managed to withstand
the brunt of one of
Europe's most brutal con-
flicts since the 1990s
Balkans wars and which
has left nearly 9,200 peo-
ple dead.

Lugansk is the centre
of one of two industrial
regions whose main
swathes the rebels took
over and defended with
tanks and powerful mul-
tiple-missile launchers.

"The museum has not
been open since the war
began. Shells kept
exploding and flying all
over the place. I was real-
ly scared that something
might smash the muse-
um," Khudobin admits.

"But I believe that Pele
is the god of football and
that this place is holy -- it
is a sanctuary of foot-
ball." The small building
was never once hit.

The 75-year-old Pele
may be best known to
younger fans as a global
soccer ambassador with
a heart-warming smile.

But to older genera-
tions Pele embodies the
world's most popular
game -- a dazzling enter-
tainer who changed the
way football is played
while leading his nation-
al squad to three breath-
taking World Cups
between 1958 and 1970.

Pele's 1281 goals in
1363 matches saw Guin-
ness World Records recog-
nise him as football's
most prolific scorer. Then
Brazilian president Janio

Quadros proclaimed him
a "national treasure" in
1961.

Unique mementos to
all those achievements
line the walls and litter
the tables of Khudobin's
two-room museum.
There is an autographed
1958 photo of Pele that
went up to Russia's for-
mer space station Mir in
the 1980s.

One table displays a
golden watch Pele gave
former Soviet Union
defender Valentin
Afonin. Dozens of
stamps and flags are
accompanied by a signed
banner of Pele and Soviet
goalkeeper Lev Yashin --
winner of the 1963 Ballon
d'Or prize awarded to
Europe's best player.

"I swapped my bicycle
for a photo of Pele in a
magazine," Khudobin
recalls.

"That was 40 years
ago, and I have been col-
lecting ever since." Khu-
dobin says he not only
had the honour to meet
Pele on three occasions
but also to get a haircut
by his idol's personal bar-

ber in Brazil.
But his big dream of

bringing Pele to Lugansk
was shattered by the sud-
den outbreak of the lin-
gering war. A far greater
tragedy struck Khudobin
when his wife died of
natural causes in the
midst of the sudden tur-
moil.

"We went through
school together and she
always supported my
hobby. I still have not
recovered from the grief,"
Khudobin says. Another
shock came when Khu-
dobin was detained for
three days by the city's
new pro-Russian mas-
ters.

"I am not a poor man
and they wanted to steal
my property. They were
demanding that I hand
over the papers to my
apartment." Khudobin
recalls that at one point
his captors put a gun to
his head and threatened
to shoot him.

"But then they found
out who I was and got
frightened by all the pub-
licity my death would
bring. Pele saved my life."

Pele shrine in war-torn Ukraine

THUMBNAILS

CONTROVERSY CORNER

Manchester United 1
Martial pen 32
Liverpool 1
Coutinho 45
Liverpool win 3-1 on

aggregate

Other results: Bayer 0
Villarreal 0 (aggregate
0-2); Lazio 0 Sparta
Prague 3 (agg 1-4);
Valencia 2 Ath Bilbao 1
(agg 2-2) Athletic Bilbao
win the tie; Anderlecht 0
Shakt Donsk (agg 1-4);
Sevilla 3 Basel 0 (agg 3-
0); Sporting Braga 4
Fenerbahçe 1 (agg 4-2); 
Tottenham 1 Bor 
Dortmd 2 (agg 1-5).

AGENCIES
Moscow, 18 March

Five-time world champion
Viswanathan Anand staged
a brilliant comeback by
crashing through the
defences of Peter Svidler of
Russia in the sixth round of
Candidates Chess tourna-
ment here. The Indian got
what he had been looking
for with white in nearly a
lop-sided encounter against
the seven-time Russia cham-
pion. The win helped Anand
inch up to a joint second spot
in overall standings on 3.5
points out of a possible
seven, while Sergey Kar-
jakin of Russia survived a
stiff challenge from Fabiano

Caruana of the USA.Anand,
with 3.5 points, can look up
to his next games with con-
fidence. He has been under
pressure to perform in sim-
ilar circumstance for quite
some time now.

Caruana missed some
simple opportunities. The
American was on his toes
to figure out a winning con-
tinuation but on this day he
could not figure that out
when it mattered.Anand has
had some remarkable results
against Svidler and the Indi-
an lived up to his reputation.
He showed his superiority
in the centre as the game pro-
gressed and then launched
a well-calculated Kingside
attack that put Svidler on

the back foot. Svidler fought
but only till the 24th move
when Anand made sure
there were no defences left.
In the day's other game,
Holland's Anish Giri settled
for his sixth draw in the
event after failing to break
the defences of Bulgarian
Veselin Topalov. After an
irregular queen pawn game,
Giri was slightly better in
the endgame with an extra
pawn but Topalov hung in
with his precise defence to
steer the game to a draw.

The tournament still has
eight more rounds and the
battles will resume after
the second rest day in the
420, 000 euros prize money
event.

Anand back in the hunt
with victory

Sindhu knocked out, Saina
and Prannoy advance
Basel, 18 March: Two-time
champion Saina Nehwal
and HS Prannoy progressed
to the quarter-finals after reg-
istering straight-game vic-
tories  but PV Sindhu's cam-
paign ended today at the USD
120,000 Swiss Open Grand
Prix Gold badminton tour-
nament here.

Two-time World Cham-
pionship bronze medallist
Sindhu's campaign came to
an end after after the world
number 12 lost 13-21 15-21 to
He Bingjiao of China in
women's singles quarterfi-
nals. The world number
25th Chinese took 32 minutes
to saw off the Indian.

Earlier last night,
Olympic bronze medallist
Saina saw off Kristina Gavn-
holt, world number 41 from
Czech Republic, 21-18 21-17

in a 34-minute pre-quarter-
final contest. The Indian
will next take on seventh
seed Japanese Sayaka Sato.

Prannoy,seeded 13th,also
prevailed over 2010 Com-
monwealth Games silver
medallist Rajiv Ouseph of
England, seeded sixth, 21-13
21-18 to set up a clash with 16th
seed Tanongsak Saensom-
boonsuk of Thailand in men's
singles. Sixth seed PV Sind-
hu, who also reached the
quarterfinals, will meet
China's He Bingjiao next.pti

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
New Delhi, 18 March

Kolkata based Pro Shiv
Shankar Prasad Chawrasia
carded his second successive
five-under 67 to keep Indian
hopes alive as he climbed to
the joint second place while
Australian Terry Pilkadaris
shot eight-under 64 to wrest
the lead after the second
round of the Indian Open at
Delhi Golf Course (DGC)
here today.

The halfway cut was set on
even-par 144 with a total of 74
players qualifying for the
money round. Three-time
Major champion Padraig Har-
rington missed  the cut while
Asian Tour Order of Merit
No.1 Marcus Fraser (74,70) of
Australia just manage to stay
put having even-par two round
total.Pilkadaris,a three-time
Asian Tour winner  reeled in
nine birdies to stay ahead of
a battling Chawrasia and
Nacho Elvira of Spain, who
returned 68. Two strokes
behind were the duo of David
Lipsky (67) of the United
States, and Ben Evans (66) of
England at eight–under.

A four-time runners-up,
Chawrasia hit six birdies
against a lone bogey to total
10-under 134.He started with
a birdie at the first and followed
it up with two more at  fifth
and eighth holes while drop-
ping a shot  at the fourth to
go out at two-under. Coming
back he had  three more
birdies at the 11th,14th which
came from the bushes and 16th
holes. Chawrasia looked
pleased with his show and said,
"My putting was pretty safe,
no doubt.Hitting was also not
bad, but whenever I got into
a sticky situation,my putting
saw me through.My game has
been up and down for the last
one year but I have stayed pos-
itive.Before the start I saw that
Terry Pilkadaris has shot a
really low score,but I pushed
all that out of my mind and

stayed focused on my game.
13-under is a good score after
two days in tough conditions
at DGC and I will have to play
well for the next two days as
well."

With three birdies and
two bogeys,defending cham-
pion Anirban Lahiri (68),
who saw at least two of his
birdie putts lip-out,returned
one-under 71 card to  be tied
13th. Rashid Khan and Shiv
Kapur gave improved per-
formances returning 68 and
67 respectively and with a total
of 137 and 139, moved up to
the tied sixth and tied 13th
spots respectively.

After finishing tied 25th in
Thailand last week, Rashid
Khan will need to improve on
his approach shots to give him-
self a fighting chance to chal-
lenge for a third Asian Tour
title.“I’m putting really good
but if I can find more greens
then I think I can do well.Nor-
mally people struggle with the
tee shots but I’m hitting my
driver long and straight. I’m
just a little confused with my
irons. That’s my problem
right now. I need some prac-
tice to control my distance,”
said Khan,who won his first
title at the Delhi course in
2014.” he said

Sanjay Kumar and Honey
Baisoya returned even-par 72
round to slip out of the top
10.Other Indians Arjun Atwal
(70,71) and Rahil Gangjee
(69,72),Mukesh Kumar (73,68)
and unheralded Arjun Prasad
(71,70) were at tied 30th at three-
under 141.Jeev Milkha Singh
(72) carded 71 to lie further
down the leaderboard at 143.

Pilkadaris, who won the
Brunei Open last way back in
2005, said, "I felt really good
out there and I kept going at
flags. I kept giving myself
chances and it was nice to take
advantage of them. You got
to roll with it and don't try to
step out of the way and trip
on your own feet. Just keep
it simple.”

Chawrasia keeps Indian
hopes alive as Australian
Pilkadaris wrests lead
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Kolkata, 18 March

It's the mother of all battles
and the most widely antic-
ipated game of the tourna-
ment; or so they would have
you believe. MS Dhoni's
men go up against Shahid
Afridi's at the Eden Gardems
here tomorrow. Security
issues warranted a shift of
venue from Dharamshala to
Kolkata, with just a few
days to spare before the
tournament took off.

Chief minister Mamata
Banerjee swung into action,
promising adequate security
arrangements, while the
Cricket Association of Ben-
gal roped in Amitabh
Bachchan to sing the Nation-
al Anthem before the start
of play ~ an initiative cred-
ited to Sourav Ganguly.

There's no shortage of
entertainment, even if it
entails blasting Bollywood
tunes to keep your attention
from wavering after a bound-
ary or at the end of an over,
for a whole few seconds if
need be. On your feet you
must be at the stadium, or
hooked to the telly, and
there's enough to help you
in doing so.

Further, there's 'Mauka
Mauka' to evoke your patri-
otic spirit.

A delayed arrival for the
Pakistani team in India,
after both countries
exchanged diplomatic
unpleasantries regarding

safety, would not have Afri-
di perturbed.

His 'more love in India'
comment meant he would get
even less at home, as far as
Javed Miandad and Lahore
High Court are concerned.
He did well to redeem him-
self, smashing 49 off 19 balls
in Pakistan's 55-run defeat
of Bangladesh on Wednes-
day.

India, on the other hand,
lost their opening encounter
to new Zealand by 47 runs
at the Vidarbha Cricket

Association stadium in Nag-
pur on Tuesday. The batting
line-up crumbled when up
against an all-out Kiwis
spin attack, Mitchell Sant-
ner in particular.

Only Virat Kohli (23),
Mahendra Singh Dhoni (30)
and Ravichandran Ashwin
(10) got to double figures as
the Indian innings folded for
79 in 18.1 overs.

The pitch here will not be
a similar turner, and Wahab
Riaz and Mohammad Irfan
should manage to put a

spanner in India's progress.
Rohit Sharma, who scored
his world-record 264 at his
favourite Eden Gardens,
will look to fire against the
Pakistani bowlers.

Kohli, who averages at
66.33 against the visitors
will hope to better his score
of 23 aginst the Kiwis.

Mohammad Hafeez (64),
Ahmed Shehzad (52) and
Shahid Afridi (49) will go all-
out to inflict as much pun-
ishment as possible on
Dhoni's men.Things may not

be smooth sailing as com-
pared to their previous
match against Bangledesh,
but that should not keep
their momentum from stag-
gering.

Jasprit Bumrah, Ashish
Nehra Ravichandran Ash-
win and Hardik Pandya will
be shuffled around by Dhoni
to fit the bill, but in front of
a packed Eden Gardens, it's
anybody's game.

India not only need to
keep themselves in con-
tention by winning the rest
of their matches, but a loss
against Pakistan will have
its share of repercussions
~ on and off the field. They
managed to defeat Pakistan
in their Asia Cup match
three weeks ago, but the
equations here will much dif-
ferent.

Tickets had vamoosed
even before they hit the
shelves and those queuing
up near the Maidan tomor-
row will have end up having
to cough up a fortune.

At the practice session on
Friday, Sourav Ganguly
turned up at the nets and was
greeted by Nehra and Yuvraj.
Team director Ravi Shastri
strolled in on the conver-
sation and gestured his
intentions of inspecting the
pitch.Ganguly readily oblig-
ed and the groundsmen
were asked to let Shastri have
a look.

He, in turn, called for
Dhoni to carry out his own
assessment before the two
headed back to the nets.

THUMBNAILS
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Khan's coming:Imran
Khan, scheduled to
come to Kolkata for Sat-
urday's India-Pak-
istan match, flew out
of Pakistan on Friday.
He said Shahid Afri-
di had requested his
tips for the World
Twenty20 showdown.

Women's Cup: The
Eden Gardens block-
buster apart, India
and Pakistan will
clash also in a women's
World Twenty20 cham-
pionship match on
Saturday in which
the the hosts will start
firm favourites at
Feroz Shah Kotla in
Delhi.

Malinga out: Sri
Lanka new-ball bowler
Lasith Malinga has
been ruled out of the
World T20 champi-
onship because of a
knee injury."It flared
up before the match
against Afghanistan
on Thursday," a team
spokesperson said.

Formula One:Lewis
Hamilton of Mer-
cedes topped the first
practice session of
the Australian Gran
Prix on Friday. Ger-
man Nico Hulken-
berg of team Force India
came second ahead of
Ferrari's Finn Kimi
Raikkonen in Mel-
bourne.
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FADING STAR?
Ian Chappell has told Pakistan fans not to read
too much into Twenty20 captain Shahid Afridi's

(photo, left) aggressive batting and his deci-
sion to go up the order against Bangladesh.

�I'm not sure if he will bat high against the bet-
ter sides. I'm not sure they will allow him to

play the way he did against Bangladesh,�
Chappell told a cricket-specific website. 

www.thestatesman.comFor more updates

MORE THAN A T20 SHOWDOWN 

AGENCIES
New Delhi, 18 March 

Steve Waugh said yesterday that he was
reminded of Sachin Tendulkar when-
ever he saw Virat Kohli in action.

"The greatest T20 batsman right now
is Virat Kohli. He has a 50-plus average
and an amazing strike rate. I see a bit of
Tendulkar in him every time he walks
in to bat," the former Australia captain
told Sports Today.

India have been placed in a difficult
group along with Pakistan, Australia,
New Zealand and Bangladesh in the
current World Twenty20 championship
and Waugh felt that Kohli would be the
key figure if the hosts were to win the
trophy for a second time.

"If India have to win this World T20
championship, Kohli will have to score
a lot of runs," he said. Waugh said
Kohli's aggression put him on a par
with a lot of good Australian cricketers.

"Kohli is a lot like an Australian
player. He loves playing against Aus-
tralia and loves the aggressive Aus-
tralian crowds. Kohli is the ultimate
cricketer but the only question about
him is whether he can stay cool under
pressure," the 50-year-old said. India
suffered a jolt right at the start of their
World T20 campaign when they lost to
New Zealand by 47 runs in the tourna-
ment's first match on Tuesday. The
Super 10 Group 2 match in Nagpur saw
both sets of batsmen struggle on a turn-
ing pitch.

The Indian batsmen, renowned for
their ability to play the turning ball,
showed poor application and shot selec-

tion with nine of them falling to the
Kiwi spinners -- a T20 record. Waugh
however, felt that the Indians would be
able to recover from the shock and go
on to do well in the rest of the tourna-
ment. "If you ask Indian players if they
mind playing playing on a turning
track, they would say they would not,
because they are used to that. I don't
think that is an excuse. Maybe they
were caught out by the quality of the
New Zealand bowling on that specific
night. Maybe they were a little compla-
cent. Having said that, they have not
beaten New Zealand in a T20 game,"
Waugh said. "Maybe it was one of those
days where everything goes awry, noth-
ing goes right. They need to move on
and focus on the next game," he added.

Kohli reminds me of Tendulkar: Steve Waugh
FORMER AUSTRALIA CAPTAIN SAYS INDIA WILL BOUNCE BACK FROM THE DEFEAT IN NAGPUR

INDIA IN MUST-WIN SITUATION AFTER UNEXPECTED DEFEAT AGAINST NEW ZEALAND 

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Kolkata, 18 March

On the eve of tomorrow's
game at the Eden Gardens,
Indian off-spinner Ravichan-
dran Ashwin spoke about
the Indo-Pak border rivalry
that was causing such antic-
ipation.

Ashwin told the reporters,
"Rivalry between India and
Pakistan is bigger than Ashes
or any other series. People
expect more from us and as
a player it is all about keep-
ing ourself confined to the
game.We have already played
a lot of Indo-Pak matches
and must focus on our role
rather than (brooding) about
the opposition.We need to
win and concentrate on our
performance."

Ashwin expressed that
they had a tough time in
their previous match, but
the  New Zealanders played
very well.The Pakistani team
got a shot in the arm after their
win, so they just need to
explore their potential and
look for victory. He is confi-
dent that India will gain
momentum at the Eden Gar-
dens and after the WT20, the
team would fix its batting
approach because the entire
line-up could not be
changed.After their arrival in
the city,the Indian players have
confined themselves to their
hotel rooms,while only three
of them found themselve on
practice session the day before.
On Friday all of them trained
at the ground.

Meanwhile, Pakistan
coach Waqar Younis on Fri-

day said that Indians are
under pressure and Pakistan
hoped to rewrite their record
of succumbing to their arch-
rivals in a World Cup contest.

"India have a chance of
being knocked out of the
tournament,so they are under
lot of pressure.After our win
against Bangladesh in the
last match, a lot of positives
are on our side.It would gain
us a plus point," said Waqar.

Waqar also added that Sat-
urday's match would be a
contest between the Pakistan
pacers and the Indian bats-
men. "Our team has a pace
attack which can change the
course of a match in one
spell or one good over. The
pitch here is really good,and
we have a good bowling attack.
We just need runs on the
board," the 44-year-old said.

"Our batsmen are also
doing well, in fact we are the
only team so far in the World
Cup to have scored more than
200 runs in one game. Skip-
per Shahid Afridi is in great
form,so we are very confident
of our team," said Waqar,
who also pointed out their spin-
ning all-rounder Imad Wasim
as the one to watch out in the
tournament.

Spinners play a huge role
in the game because of its
short format and that is why
most of the teams are play-
ing at least two spinners in
the playing XI. Imad Wasim
is a very talented youngster
both with the ball and the bat
and even as a fielder. When
needed to score quick runs,
whether coming in at six or
seven,he can be handy," con-
cluded the Pak coach.

‘Bigger battle than Ashes’
AGENCIES
Dharamsala, 18 March

Australia have suffered a
spin-induced loss to New
Zealand in Dharamsala,
leaving their World Twen-
ty20 hopes hanging by a
thread.Steve Smith’s side did
well to restrict NZ to a total
of 8-142 following a quick-
fire 39 from opener Martin
Guptill, who powered his
team to 0-58 after six overs.

Australia’s response was
initially convincing, espe-
cially when Usman Khawa-
ja was at the crease.

But momentum shifted in
a collapse of 4-22 and they
finished 9-134 in the eight-
run defeat.

Khawaja, who was cho-
sen to open ahead of Aaron
Finch and top-scored with
38, was run out in the ninth
over attempting a second run
that was never there.

The result leaves Aus-
tralia with a mountain of
work to do if they’re to
reach the semi-finals of a
tournament they have never
won. Mitchell McLenaghan
(in afp photo) took three
wickets for the Kiwis.Photo:
Getty

Mitchell McLenaghan
took three wickets for the
Kiwis. Photo: Getty

Smith’s team next faces
Bangladesh in Bengaluru on
Monday before taking on
Pakistan and India.

They will need at least two
wins to progress to the
knockout stage, possibly
three given only two sides
from the pool will advance.

Facing, and scoring off,

spin remains a major con-
cern for coach Darren
Lehmann. Left-arm pace-
man Mitchell McClenaghan
grabbed three wickets but
Australia’s middle order
was spun out by Ish Sodhi
and Mitchell Santner.

Santner, man of the
match in NZ’s tournament-
opening win over title
favourites India, again
turned the tide.

Smith was stumped,bam-
boozled by a beautiful ball
from Santner that turned
sharply. The left-arm tweak-
er then removed David
Warner, who gave Guptill a
regulation catch at deep
mid-wicket.

Legspinner Sodhi fin-

ished with figures of 1-14
from his four overs. Mitch
Marsh clubbed a pair of
sixes off Santner to give
his side genuine hope of
snatching victory;they need-
ed 27 runs off the final three
overs. But Marsh fell for 24
trying to clear the rope and
the equation was 19 runs off
the final over, something
that proved too immense
for even James ‘The Fin-
isher’ Faulkner. It never
looked like being so tight, let
alone going NZ’s way dur-
ing a 44-run opening stand
from Khawaja and Shane
Watson. Khawaja flicked
his wrists to pick the gaps
with ease and stroked six
well-timed boundaries.

Watson’s dismissal,
caught by Kane Williamson
at mid-off,was the beginning
of the end for Australia in

the match. But the veteran
allrounder, who finished
with figures of 1-22 from four
overs, was heavily influen-
tial in a creditable fight-
back. Guptill teed off after
Williamson won the toss,
only for a collapse of 3-15 to
follow soon after.

Guptill, Williamson and
Corey Anderson all picked
out fielders in the deep.

Offspinning allrounder
Glenn Maxwell grabbed two
wickets,held two catches and
ran out Santner.

The highlight of Gup-
till’s knock – or lowlight
for Australia’s recalled left-
arm tweaker Ashton Agar
– came in the third over.

Smith vowed pre-match
he wanted to keep the oppo-
sition guessing and the sight
of Agar bowling so early was
certainly a surprise.

New Zealand script dramatic win over Australia

MS Dhoni and Ravi Shastri inspect the pitch at the Eden Gardens. � Biswajit Ghoshal.

Virat Kohli at the Eden Gardens on Friday. � Biswajit Ghoshal.

New Zealand
Guptill c Maxwell b Faulkner 39
Williamson c Agar b Maxwell 24
Munro c Faulkner b Marsh 23
Anderson c Agar b Maxwell 3
Taylor c Marsh b Watson 11
Elliott run out 27
Ronchi c Maxwell b Faulkner 6
Santner run out 1
Milne not out 2
Extras: (B 4, W 2) 6
Total: (8 wickets; 20 overs) 142
Fall of wickets 1-61, 2-66, 3-76, 4-
97, 5-117, 6-133, 7-140,
8-142
Bowling: Coulter-Nile4-0-33-0,
Watson 4-0-22-1, Agar 1-0-18-0,
Faulkner 3-0-18-2, Zampa 1-0-3-0,
Maxwell 3-0-18-2, Marsh4-0-26-1.
Australia
Khawaja run out 38
Watson c W’son b Clenaghan 13 

Smith st Ronchi b Santner 6 
Warner c Guptill b Santner 6 
Maxwell c Williamson b Sodhi 22
Marsh c Milne b McClenaghan 24
Agar c Taylor b McClenaghan 9
Faulkner c Guptill b Anderson 2
Coulter-Nileb Anderson 1 
Nevill not out 7 
Zampa not out 2 
Extras (LB-2, WD-2) 4
Total (For 9 wickets,20 overs) 134
Fall of wickets: 1-44, 2-51, 3-62, 4-
66, 5-100, 6-121, 7-123, 8-124, 9-
132.
Bowling: C Anderson 4-0-29-2, A
Milne 2-0-22-0, G Elliott 2-0-17-0,
M McClenaghan 3-0-17-3, M
Santner 4-0-30-2,
K Williamson 1-0-3-0, I Sodhi 4-0-
14-1.

Man of the Match: M McClenaghan

SCOREBOARD

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
Mumbai, 18 March 

England pulled off an aston-
ishing 230-run record chase
with Joe Root (83) (in photo,
afp) leading an incredible
batting performance that
powered them to a two-wick-
et victory against South Africa
in the ICC World Twenty20
here today.

Required to score at almost
12 runs an over, England
turned the chase on its head
with Jason Roy and Alex
Hales (17) putting on a blis-
tering 48-run partnership for
the opening wicket in just 2.3
overs.

Test specialist Root,the no.
2 ranked player in the world
in the longest form of the
game, threw caution to the
wind during his whirlwind 44-
ball knock studded with four
sixes and six fours,as England
succeeded in pulling off the
second-best run-chase in T20
Internationals and best in
World T20 history by making
230 for 8 in 19.4 overs,thus keep-
ing their hopes alive in the
mega-event.

The highest-ever second
innings T20 total was put up
by the West Indies, 236, also
against South Africa in Jan-
uary,2015,when they chased
down the home team's 231 for
7 at Johannesburg.

Root came to the crease
after openers Roy blitzed his
way to 43 in just 16 balls with
the help of three sixes and five
fours to give England a superb
blast-off in the Super 10 Group
1 game at the Wankhede Sta-
dium. Coming to the crease
after England had rocketed
off to 71 for 2 in 4.3 overs,Root
attacked the bowling with
gusto and set up the victory
before departing, caught in
the deep,when 11 were need-
ed off the last 10 balls.

Amidst mounting tension
England crossed the finish line
after losing two more wick-
ets with the ninth wicket
pair of Moeen Ali and Adil
Rashid at the crease,the win-
ning run coming off the for-
mer's bat. England, who lost
to the West Indies in their
tournament opener here two
days ago, next play against
Afghanistan at Delhi on March
24.

Earlier,South Africa rode
on belligerent half centuries
from Quinton de Kock,
Hashim Amla and Jean-Paul
Duminy to post a record-high
total of 229 for 4. A near-cen-
tury opening partnership
between right-handed Amla
(58 in 31 balls) and left-hand-
ed de Kock (52 in 24 balls) set
the stage nicely for left han-
ders Duminy (54 not out in 24
balls) and David Miller (24 not
out in 11 balls) to finish the
innings with a flourish with
an unconquered stand of 60
in 27 balls.

Wicketkeeper batsman de
Kock set the stage alight with
an all-out attack in the power
play before departing for 52,
inclusive of 3 sixes and 7
fours. Amla, playing second
fiddle initially, later opened
up to smack 58 in 31 balls with
an identical number of fours
and sixes as the opening duo
gave the Proteas a flying start
of 96 in 7.1 overs. Later,Jean-
Paul Duminy struck 3 sixes

and as many fours to make
sure the early blast did not go
to waste and the team ended
with their highest and third
200-plus score in the tourna-
ment's history.All of England's
fast bowlers were wayward
while spinners Moeen Ali (2
for 34) and Adil Rashid (1 for
35) were also expensive.
Though the likes of Dale
Steyn and Kagiso Rabada
proved to be more expensive
in the second half.

England started the run-
chase in whirlwind fashion
with openers Roy and Hales
raising 44 in two overs before
the latter departed in the
third for 17,trapped leg before
by Kyle Abbott (3/41).

Hales had struck SA's pre-
mier pacer Steyn for four
hits to the fence, but got out
in the next over with England
on 48. It was Abbott who put
the skids again on England
by getting rid of Roy,who had
started the fireworks by hit-
ting four fours in Rabada's
opening over. The opener
was caught behind as he tried
to repeat a scoop over his shoul-
der that went for a six the pre-
vious ball.England lost anoth-
er wicket,that of Ben Stokes
for a nine-ball 15 before the
power play ended with them
being 89 for 3,in comparison
to South Africa's 83 without
loss,a good retort but only after
losing three important wick-
ets.Imran Tahir and Duminy
then bowled in tandem to
shackle the opposition,the lat-
ter also getting rid of rival cap-
tain Eoin Morgan cheaply. It
was up to Root to keep Eng-
land's hopes high in the com-
pany of Jos Buttler, and the
duo feasted on some poorly
directed bowling to add 75
quick runs for the fifth wick-
et in only 35 balls.Root pulled
Duminy and slashed Chris
Morris for sixes, while But-
tler smote the off spinner for
another six.

But he got out, caught in
the deep midwicket region just
inside the line off Rabada.Eng-
land later just about managed
to squeeze home. Tahir was
the best bowler on view with
fine figures of 2 for 28 in a bats-
men-dominated high-scor-
ing game. Brief Scores:
South Africa: 229 for 4 in 20
overs.(H Amla 58,J P Duminy
54 not out, Q de Kock 52; M
Ali 2/34);England:230/8 in 19.4
overs (Joe Root 83, Roy 43).

Joe Root leads the
way as England pull
off stunning victory


